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ARAB BRIDGE MARITIME CO. ‘ 
AQABA "NUWEIBA 

Two trips daily. 


Only one hour sailing in 
comfoitable atmosphere 
with the Speed Boat 
Tuitx) Cat. (Bridge 1) In 
addition to our comfbit- 
aUe ferries F/B Santa 
Catherine, Concord 
The or^ bridge between 
Asia and Africa. 

For mera fnfomnatien piMM contact: 

A.B.M. Ca Aqaba Tel: (03) 313235/7, 313240. Rax: 31323B 
WMIng you a good trip 
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Government ready to work with 
opposition but within democratic: 
practices and constitutional norms 


By Yasser Aba Haaiah 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Piime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti said 
Tuesday he was willing to 
w«k mth die of^iosition, 
whedier inside or outsicte 
Pariiament, to resolve out- 
standing issues, but warned 
that ins government would 
not **acc^ any deviadon 
from, democradc fxacdces 
and consdtudtMial norms.” 

In a statement be made to 
the Jordan Tunes and A1 
Ra’i, the prime imnister crit- 
icised the deputies who are 
threatening to boycott the 
Pariiamnt session today 
describing pariiamentary 
wok as “a national achieve- 
ment and any attempt at 
obstructing it as a “crime 


against the co untr y and its 
achievements" (see story on 
page3j.Mr. Kabariti said the 
gwenunent sought dialogue 
with the opporiti<» at the 
Lower House, “provided (hat 
such a dialogue will c<xi- 
iribute to achieving a bal- 
ance between the minority 
and majority and ensure that 
^ executive and the leg- 
islative audiorities would not 
eocroacb on each other's 
r<ge.” 

Mr. Kabariti said his gov- 
ernment had since its forma- 
titxi in February advocated 
“dialogue for the sake of tak- 
ingde^txi, rather than dia- 
logue for the sake of dia- 
logue." 

'Ipialogne should become a 
natimal way of life and not 
an occasimial or selective 


practice." 

He said the government 
had benefioed a great deal 
from the ideas and thoughts 
that were expressed during 
the last two montiis over the 
issue of lifting subsidies on 
food and fo&er, dther in 
Parliament or in the media. 

“When tile government ini- 
tiated the debate (over the 
bread issue), it was not evad- 
ing its oxistiaitiona] re^n- 
sibilities or hying to appor- 
tim ibe blame for the ctxise- 
quences of the decision on 
others,'! he said. “The gov- 
ernment sought the opimm 
of experts and opinion lead- 
ers to ensure that its decision 
was sound.” 

Asked to comment on 
today's House session, 
which 24 dqNities tfueaiened 


to boycott, he sai± “ We 
hope to reach a solution 
reflecting our democratic 
experience." 

The prime minister bdit- 
tled the significance of the 
deputies' b<^ott of the ses- 
sion saying that such an 
action would not help 
achieve anything, but rather 
will halt the passing deci- 
sions and le^slations. 

Mr. Kabariti asked 
wbetiter television coverage 
of {xu-liameniary debate was 
a national demt^ and a cen- 
tral cause which does not 
allow for any compromises. 

Mr. Kabariti Tuesday 
reported to the Council cf 
Ministers on the outcome of 
His Majesty King Hussein's 
visit to Saudi Ar^a and his 
talks with King Fabd. 


Raising bread prices — calculated 
risk no other government wanted 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 
Jordan Tunes Su^ Reporter 

AMMAN — By oCBdaUy 
endng the decade-old policy 
of Erectly subsidising baric 
food commodities, tte gov- 
emtnenr of Prime Miiuster 
Ab^ Karid Kabariti to$^ 
what mai^ desoibe as a cal- 
culated risk, which, tbe 
piime zmnister iorists, is tfiC' 
tataH by die national interests 
of the state. 

The govemmeat Monday 
nosed bread prices and lifted 
subsidies on bread and ani- 
mal feed despte die 
lepeicossioas tbe decision 
cmild have and against tite 
win of even pro-govenmient 
deputies whose ritemative 
pi^osals to tbe move was 
by the prime miiiis- 
ter on die grou^ that they 
sinqily do not wmk. 

Ibe govenunent plan bad 
to te inplemeoted, aigned 
the prinift minig ter. and die 
risks entailed in it had to be 

tflkm ' 
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FOiC^ j^^SlDlESlMireidtialcdJadttri(X0a'wli» tbegov^ 
exniDfari -isubsSdi^ wlieat..^ La ^4,-w}^.tiiie']iriiiist(y- ot 
was estritfished, die govenuieirt subsidy, was extended 




lifting subritfies was a 
baric requirement of (be 
Tfiimiarinnal Mottetacy Ftiod 
(IMF>spocis(xed ecmiomic 
lefonn prograaune on whose 
success Jordan has pinned 


its hope fw econoimc recov- 
ery growth over the past 
seiteial years. 

Meeting die ttegets of the 
programme, which ends in 
1998, means earning tbe 


country tbe sup^xm cd the 
IMF, other timbal institu- 
tions and donor countries, in 
seeking fcuieign investn^ts, 
l oang and grants for tbe 
laimching of fuQue econom- 
ic projects. Failing to do so 
wuld jeopardise the whole 
ecoDoniic restructuoi^ pro- 
g nimme, govexnzneot offi- 
cials s^. But proceeding 
vrilfa the programme poses a 
(fiffercnt set of ch^eng» 
iiteluding risking a puUic 
outcry in reaction to 
increased economic difficul- 
ties. 

The government, lecog-. 
msiog £at it cannot afford to 
sacririce tbe reform pro- 
gramme, opted for taking 
the challenge. 

In hs short life in office, die 
]&i»riti government had to 
tac^ a Dumber of problem- 
trie i^ues which bnxi^t it 
under fire from various polit- 
ical and business groups. But 
'□o cballeage appeared as 

(Cootbued on page 7) 


No summit to discuss 
northern Iraq — CUler 


ANKARA (Agencies) -r- 
Tui^ is not planning a 
regjoiial summit on ntsth- 
eiD Iraq, Foreign Minister 
Ihnsu Qiier said Ibesday, 

mnfradirring a pTOpOSal 

iqxmedly made by Pnre^ 
mVh«w Necmetrin 

Erbakan Hnring his visit to 
Iran. 

According to the proposal 
mooted in Tehran, Iran, Iraq, 
Syria and Turi^ would 
hold a security summit over 
the issue of northern Iraq, 
where ethnic Kurds have 
been enjoying international 
protection since the end of 
tbe Gulf war in 1991. 

*Tbeie's no question of a 
four-way summit on uotth- 
eiD Iraq. Such a subject is 
not on the agenda" of 
Tuikey, said Mrs. CUler, 
who is acting prime minister 
g rfiiip Mn Erbakan is away 
on a five-natic® Asian tour. 

Also Tuesday, Iranian 
Foreign l^finister All Akbar 
Velayati cast doubt on tbe 
idea of Iraq attending such a 
summit, saying 

“Participation of Iraq should 
be contingent upon ite 
mproval of the three mmn 
members (of tbe security 
committee): Iran, Turkey 
and Syria." 

Turkey, Iran and Syna — 
all three of which have 
Kurdish minorities — have 
had ministerial-level fly- 
ings twice a year since 
November 1992 wi the situ- 
ation in Dttfiheni Iraq, fear- 


-ing that a power vacuom 
there will 1^ to the cre- 
ation of a Kurdisb riate. 

Iraq’s >Ace-Prerident Taha 
Yassin Ramadan on 
Tuesday met two Ibikish 
minis ters and called for 
pnhnnring bilateral lela- 
titms. & liatp News 
Agency dNA) said. 

«<Ramadan stressed during 
tbe meeting tbe importance 
of inqirovittg relations 
between tbe two nei^bour- 
ing countries and bring them 
to the level that they were at 
in tbe past," INA said. 

Turkey’s Justice Minister 
Sevket Kazan and 
Education Minister Mehmet 
Saglam. tbe first Ihriosh 
officials to visit Iraq for six 
years, arrived in Ba^idad on 
Monday for talks to ipirove 
relations soured during the 
1990-1991 Gulf crisis. 

*”Ibe Turidsh delegation's 
visit will contribute to find- 
ing new channels of cooper- 
ati0Q...and will be a strt®g 
base for strategic ties in the 
future,” Mn Ramadan was 
quoted as saying. 

The agency said Mr. 
Kazan “stres^ his coim- 
tiy's keeness to establish 
progressing relations with 
based on tbe two peo- 
ples* interests.” 

Ibzkey was a key ally of 
the American-led milhaiy 
coalition that ejected Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait in tiie 
1991 Gulf wan 


Kabariti: Door open for 
Kuwait reconciliation 


KUWAIT- (Agencies) — 
Ibis week’s Saudi- 
Jordaman sammit has 
opened'the door for lecon- 
cUiation between Jordan and 
Kuwait, Ptime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti was 
quoted Ibesday as st^g. 

“Tbe Saudi-Jordaman 
summit will no doubt con- 
tribute to normalisation of 
relations between .Jordan 
and its br et h ren in tte Gulf 
countries, including 

Kuwait,” Mr. Kabariti told 
the new A1 R® A1 Amm 
daily. 

The door opened by the 
Sunday meeting in Jeddah 
between King Hussein and 
King Fabd, foe first in six 
years, “will never be shut 
again.” . 

Saufo Arabia, tbe worid’s 
biggest oil exporter, enjoys 
considerable i^uence in the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council, an economic and 
political alliance wluch also 
groups Kuwait, tbe United 
Arab Emirates, Oman, 
and Bahrain. 

It was tbe base of foe U.S.- 
led coalition force which 
threw Iraqi forces out of 
Kuwait. Kuwait’s cab^t 
also made tbe neighbouring 
kingdom its temporary 
home in exile during Iraq’s 
seven-month occupation of 
the emirate. 

governments of 
Kuwait and Jordan have 
been slowly moving back 
towards normalising ties 


with Amman. 

SIteikb Sabah A1 Ahmad 
A1 Sal»b, Kuwait’s foreijpi 
minister, believes closer ti^ 
with Jordan will further ifo-. 
!ue foe Iraqi govermnent, • 
which remains under crip- 
pling UN. sanctions 
impmed after it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

He told tbe opposition- 
doxniDated parliament earii- 
er this year that Kuwait was 
“a sn^ country which 
wants to make friends not 
enemies." 

But most of tbe house’s 50 
lawmakers cannot accept 
reconcili^on with Jordan. 

Oa Ibesday Sheikh 
Sabah said the pace of nor- 
TnflHs afion of tics will be 
slow. 

’'Ibere is not yet aptrase 
date for this nonnalisation," 
said Sheikh Sabah in reac- 
tion to comments made by 
I^. Kabariti. 

Jordan's embassy in 
Kuwait has been closed 
since the Gulf crisis, while 
Kuwait’s diplomatic mis- 
sioo in Amman is beaded by 
a cbaige d’affoires. 

Sheikh Sabah told 
reponers Tuesday that no 
date has been set for normal- 
ising ties, but be shared Mr. 
Kabariti's optimism. 

The Kuwaiti nunister said 
Mr. Kabariti's comments 
were “singly suggestions 
and we share (foe hopes) 

Mr. Kabariti" for a reconcil- 
iation. 





BRJBAD BECOMES DEARER: The government on Monday announced an increase in the price of bread as part 
of a move to remove snbsidies for wheat in line with the Kingdom’s economic restmeturing pn^ramme while 
also extending cash compensation to Jordanians to of&et the increase (Reuters photo) 

Jeddah summit not only cleared 
the air but also set ground for 
strong economic ties, Muasher says 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majes^ 
Kang Hussein’s visit to 
Saudi Aratna and his talks 
with King Fabd and senior 
Saadi Iraders earlier tins 
wedc not only pm an end to 
all strains in i^larinnc thar 
resulted frmn foe Gulf war 
but opeaeA tbe door bet- 
ter political and economic 
relations between tbe two 
states, Minister of 
Tnfhmiari nn Marwan 

Muasher said. 

'This visit has ended all 
elements of strain in rel& 
tions between tbe two coun- 
tries. and ushered in a new 
era of cooperation in tbe 
pcditical. economic and secu- 
ri^ fields," Dn Muasher told 
■ a press briefing Tbesday. 

On foe economic fro^ Dr. 
Muasher said foe Saudi lead- 
ership has now agreed to 
'Open' the door for foe Saudi 
private sector, which for foe 
'past six years refrained from 
eo^lo^g Jordanians, to 
. take drilled labour and high- 
ly qualified personnel. Ibis 
is a reversal of a political 
.dedsiOD taken duting tbe 
*Gulf crisis to ponisb Jordan 
for its perceivra role during 
foe Gulf war. 

The Saudi ^vermnent 
has so for contracted 2,500 
Jordaruans, mostly teachers. 


tt> work in die Saudi public 
sectoc." he said. “What is 
new is that tbe Saudis win 
now open the doois of die 
private sector for ns." 

Ibe Saudis, who have so 
for refrained from impexting 
Joidaman agriculuiral pro- 
duce because th^ said it (fid 
not meet Saudi standards, are 
eiqiecied to open their mar- 
led for Jardaman vegetables 
and fruits as weR 

“We {aesenied the Saudis 
with a tedmica! tqxst pre- 
pared by American experts 
(hat testifies to the safety of 
Jordanian agricultural pro- 
duce," Dl Muasber said ' 

He said that signs of foe 
improved relations have 
horn m evidence tfarou^ 
out the past six months. 

’ louring die past six 
months of this y^ Saudi 
mqiortsfromJQrdim totalled 
JD 54 milli tM compared to 
JD 26 miiii fw in foe same 
period offostyeai;" 

Dl Muasber also piecficted 
that problems that hamper 
transn Jordanian traffic, 
especiaUy truck . transiting 
Saudi Arabia to the Gulf, 
will be resolved soon. 

Dl Muasber said that die 
two countries! leadership 
agreed to enhaacecoop^ 
tiCHi in die field of security," 
which was always good any- 
way." 

Recent news repeats spdee 


of Joidan providmg tbe 
Saudi authorities with infor- 
mation related to tbe June 25 
explosion at a U.S. base in 
Saudi Arabia in which 19 
American servicemen were 
killed and more than 100 
injured Last year tbe 
J nmtfanian authorities arrest- 
ed a Palestinian Islamist, 
Abu Mohammad A1 
Mk)disi, who is described as 
tbe godfotber for four Saudis 
convicted and beheaded far a 
November 1995 e;qilosim at 
aU.S. base in tbe Saudi cap- 
ital Riyadh in which four 
Americans and two Indians 
were lolled 

On the political front. Dr. 
Muasher said the Saixfi lead- 
eish^ “fully undostoodand 
tgipredated die J(xdaman 
position on tiie peace 
process." He did not elabo- 
rate, but another senior offi- 
dal inv(dved in tbe negotia- 
tiems with foe Saudis a^ibe 
talks tiiat Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu held here last 
w^ told the Jordan limes 
that King Hussein and Prime 
Nfinister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti briefed die Saudis 
on the Jordanian efforts to 
keep tbe peace process alive' 
ajod going forward 

According to this official, 
who dd not wish tobeiden- 
tifi^ the Saudis were partic- 
ularly impressed wiili the 


way Jradanians were keep- 
ing their c hann els open with 
an the patties to peace 
process, and the influence 
tbe Jordanian leadership is 
exerting on Ml Netaio^u. 

Ibe official said thk dur- 
ing Mr. Netanyahu’s visit to 
jeurdan last week, the 
Jordanians were able to get a 
commitment from tte iCTaeU 
ptime minister “to he^ 
Jordanian water (xunplaints, 
and a pledge to open the 
Israeli and Palestinian mar- 
kets to Jordanian produce." 

Tbe official said acce^- 
ingly Jordan was hoping to 
export $200 million-worlfa 
of products to Israel and the 
Palestinian territories. As for 
water, the official said tbe 
Israelis promised Jordan 
they would {xovide tbe 
IGngdom with a significant 
amount of water as stipulated 
by foe peace treaty signed 
between tbe two countries in 
1994. According to the 
treaty, Israel should have 
provided the Kingdom with 
50 million cubic metres of 
water within, a . year of the 
treaty signing from available 
sources. 

As for Jordanians in Israeli 
jails the official said three 
prisoners would be released 
soon. Tbe case of another 15, 
be said, is difficult since th^ 
were convicted of murder 
and jailed for life. 


Peres, Palestinians warn settlement 
expansion will kill peace process 


OCCUPED JERUSALEM 
CAP) — Palestinian officials 
md Israel's fonner leader 
wanted Tuesday that expand- 
ing Jewish settlements in foe 
Bank will kill the peace 
process and turn Israel into a 
binational state living in per- 
petual strife. 

This is a new breach fox- 
wbat had been agreed upon 
and what bad been signed," 
Palestine President Yasser 
Arafat told reporteis in Gaza. 

The Israeli defence min- 
istry said on Monday that 
Defence Minister Mtzhak 
Moidechai approved placing 
298 mobile homes in Jewish 
settlements in the )^st Bank 
and Gaza Strip for public aiid 
educational use ahead of tbe 
school year. 

It said 115 mobile homes 


would be placed at educa- 
ti<mal institutions, 1(X) at a 
vocational school in the Ariel 
settlement and S3 at public 
institutions. 

“If tbe Isradis* policy 
toward settlements will con- 
tinue, 1 can assure that there 
will be no peace," Palestinian 
Parliament Speaker Ahmed 
(^uriea t()ld the Associated 
Press. 

Earlier Tuesday, <^cials 
confinned that Uri Ariel, a 
senler leader, will be 
named as a government coor- 
dinator for settlement con- 
struede® in foe West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Nfr. Ariel 
refused commeuL 

Mr. Ariel, foe officials said, 
is to woric in tbe defence min- 
isuy, which reportedly plans 
to simplify tbe procedure for 


approving new construction 
in the settlements. 

Tte Maariv daily said set- 
tler leadeis have put forwaid 
some 200 plans for building 
thousands ^ homes. 

Michael Eitan, head of foe 
ruling Likud paity faction in 
pvliament, sdid Israel 
planned to settle many more 
Jews in the W:st Bank and 
Gaza. "There will be new 
neighbourhoods (in foe set- 
tlements) and many Jews will 
come live foere,” Mr. 
Eitan said. 

On Monday, foe govern- 
ment announc^ 15 million 
shekels (S5 million) in aid to 
the setileis and Prime 
Kfinister Benyanun 

Netanyahu said he planned to 
build more roads in the West 
Bank. 


The new focus on seole- 
ments reflects the reversal in 
Israel’s policies since Ml 
N etanyahu’s May election 
victory over Shimon Peres, 
tbe architect of the autonomy 
agreements with foe 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Addressing a special meet- 
ing of pariiament Tuesday, 
Mr. Peres said tbe settlement 
activity would lead to a de 
facto annexation of the West 
and Gaza. 

A reversal of that disen- 
gagement {vocess wo^ 
en^ger the Jewish maj(xity 
in Israel, Mr. Peres said. "It 
is possible to settle. The 
questi(» is whether it is 
desirable, whether you want 
(to) turn Israel into a Una- 
tional state.” 
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Saddam executed 122 army 


officers, opposition reports 


DUBAI (AFP) — The 
Iraqi opposition accused 
President Saddam Hussein 
Tuesday of executing do- 
zens of aimy officers at a 
rimft when Baghdad is try- 
ing to win back its place in 
the intemational communi- 
ty through its oil-for-food 
deal with the United Na- 


tions. 

The Iraqi National 
Acc(^ bas^ in Jordan, 
said 122 senior Iraqi amiy 
officers accused of plotting 
against President Saddam 
were executed between 
Aug. 1 and 3. 

Meanwhile, the Supreme 
Council of the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq (SCIRl) 
said 10 Iraqi officers from 
tbt elite Repablican 
Guards had been executed 
*10 the last few days” for 
their in a faii^ coup 
attempt in July. 

The Tehran-based Shiite 
Muslim opposition group 
said President Saddam's 
son Uday **supeivised” the 
execution of the officers 
who included two generals, 
two colonels and two com- 
manders. 

SCIRI announced last 
monA that a coup backed 
by Ae United States and 
Jordan was Awaited m 
Baghdad, a claim demed by 
Amman. 

Reports of repression, fir- 
ing squads and the arrest of 
solAers have been circulat- 
ing in opposition circles for 
more than a month, but 
Aere has been no official 
comment firom Baghdad 


which generally remains 
tigbt- 14 tp^ on such mat- 
ters. 

A first bid to overthrow 
President Saddam to<^ pl- 
ace on June 27 at A1 Rashid 
air base where pilots had 
planned to bomb Ae presi- 
dential i^ace, opposition 
groups said 

A second coup attempt 
took place on July 20 at 
Habbaniye, west of Bagh- 
dad, but Ae plot was 
uncovered and its leader 
M^or Fawzi Karim A1 
Hamdaoi arrested, accord- 
ing to Ae Iraqi National 
Accord 

The Iraqi National Con- 
gress, an opposition coali- 
tion, said on July 1 1 Aat at 
least 120 army officers had 
been arrested for plotting 
a gains t the regime. Dozens 
have since executed- 
OD President Saddam's 
orders, it said 

An Iraqi National Accord 
official said Wednesday 
Aat the most senior of Ae 
122 executed officers fi)r 
plotting against President 
Saddam was General Abdul 
Motlek A1 Jubuii, from the 
norAero town of Mosul, a 
^ero” of Ae 1980-1988 
Iran-Iraq war. 

Geo. Juburi was first 
aizested by the authorities 
in 1991, but Aen released 
under an amnesty in July 
1995 before being picked 
up again last mooA as part 
of a swe^ wiAin the ranks 
of Ae fraqi armed forces, 
Ae official said 

Iraq, which has been 


under UJ^. sanctions since 
its August 19^ invasion of 
IQiwait, is trying to renew 
contacts wiA Ae inte-ma- 
tional community after Ae 
cooclusion of an oil-for- 
food deal on may 20. 

Under Ae deal, the Iraqi 
government will be allowed 
to resume ' limited 'oil 
exports for. the. first tinre 
since 1990 m exchange for 
food and medidire. 

will, take up its role 
again in Ae. jotenuttitMial 
r nmnnini ty and .Aere is a 
worldwide willingness to 
deal wiA it,” Ae ruling 
BaaA Party newspaper A1 
Thawra wrote Ais wedt. 
However, concern over 
increased repcessioa were 
rais^ Tne^y before the 
.U.N.'s h ii^'n rights sub^. 
committee in Geneva. 

SCIRI representative All 
Ali A1 Adhadb told (he 
committee of heavy 
artillery attacks on southern 
marshland areas of Iraq 
populated mainly by Shiite 
Muslims, which be said left 
several dead late last 
mooA. 

But an Iraqi government 
representative fired back 
against what he called the 
political agenda of some 
oiganisations **w'hich stir 
up trasion to maintain Ae 
blockade” and *^distract 
attention from Ae responsi- 
bility of states who are 
starving Ae Iraqi popula- 


bOD. 


Afghan faction denies 
ceasefire with Kabul 


ISIfAMABAD (Agencies) 
— NoiAeni Afghatustan’s 
Jumbish-e-Milfi - movement 
of opposition warlord Gen- 
oa} Abdul 'Rashid Dostum 
on Tuesday denied reaching 
a formal truce wiA Presi- 
dent BuAanuddin Rab- 
bani's goveinmeaL 
But a Jumbish spokesman 
in Islamabad, Abdul Baqi 
Turicistani, said that fight- 
ing bad ceased between 
loyal to Mr. Rabbani 
and a Jumbish led supreme 
coonfination council alli- 
ance while a government 
envoy was m the norAem 
town of Mazar-e-Sharif 
wiA peace proposals. 

He ynfldft the comments 
when asked about a broad- 
cast by official Kabul Radio 
on Monday night that the 
govenment hM reached a 
ceasefire wiA Ae council 
effi^ve fix)m 8.00 am 
(0530 GMT) on Tuesday 
“throughout northern are- 
as." 

'There is no ceasefire, 
but diere is also no fight- 
ing,” Mr. Tuikistooi said. 

He said an envoy of 


Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, Humayus Jar- 
ik,- was in MazarVSJtarif 
wiA. an offex to the. three- 
party coordination coundl 
to jom Ae govemmeoL 

But he said the coundl 
had its conAtioos, includ- 
mg a transfer of power from 
Mr. Rabbani, Ae formation 
of a government acceptable 
CO all factions and ethnic 
groups, a neutral force to 
coDcrol Kabul and. subse- 
quent elections. 

No agreement has been 
reached and the talks were 
mnrinning , Mf. TtlddStani 
said. 

Jumbish, which says it 
controls seven oortbem 
provinces, has been in con- 
foontation wiA ^ Kabul 
government smee January 
1994 when it switched 
sides to jom wiA the Aen 
opposition Hezb-e-Islami 
fwtion of Gulbuddin Hek- 
maQ^ar. 

Me Hekma^^ rejoined 
Ae government as prime 
minister in late June under 

peace pact wiA Mr. Rab- 
'b^, whose capital is also 


besieged by the powerful 
Taieban , 

Monday ' sl! K abul Radio 
tooadcast said the tnice.fol- 
lowed talks which 1^. 
matyar'srr^del^atioa * had 
held wiA Ae coordination 
council, inviting it to join 
Ae government and to open 
Ae Salaog highway to Cen- 
tral Asia that is controlled 
by CJetL Dostum's forces. 

The broadcast said the 
truce would be respected 
unA the conclusion of the 
and Aat boA sides 
woidd refrain from hostile 
propaganda against each 
otiiu 

The coordination council 
has so far r^ected Mr. Hek- 
matyar's urgings to jom Ae 
govemmenL Instead, its 
three .parties joined two 
- oAer factions last monA in 
a new front to woA for a 
transfer of power from Mr. 
Rabbani. 

liie purported ceasefire 
came as Mr. Hdonatyar 
battles to assert his auAori- 
ty and win-Ae support, of. 
^Afghan public. 



LIFE CONTINUES: Three Palestinian women ride their donkey-carts past PaJesthiian police on guard near the 
Rafah border on Itaesday. The carts are laden with wild grass Ae women have gaAered to feed Adr sheep. The 
Gaza Strip and Ae West Bank remain under an Israeli blockade imposed in Febmaiy, wiA Ae bulk of Ae Pales- 
Aiians Aere not allov^ to enter the Jewish state (Reuters photo) 


Libyan 

airforce 

reportedly 

bombs 

militants 


Progress in Gaza — homegrown 
television melodrama at last 


The Associated Press 


GAZA CITY — Ayoub 
Akhras spent four years m 
-Israeli jails for supporting 
Palestinian miUtaots. Salah 
Kadoumi spent 22 years m 
exile. Now they are master- 
minding a new project: 
Palestuuan television's first 


senes. 

As producer and director 
of *Tishermen's Nights,” 
they are leading the latest 
breakthrough m the Pales- 
tinians’ marc h from Israeli 
occupation towards self- 

detepninadon. 

..The- low-bu4get series, 
using- mostly, props found 
oil- local baches, begins 
airing in January. Its 39 
episodes weave F^estinian 
history — from Israeli 
occup^on, through rebel- 
lion to the current autono- 
my — into a maze of 
dime, personal tragedy and 
unrequited love. 

The fishermen and their 
problems of poverty under 
the occupation are a reflec- 
tion of F^estinian society,” 
said 45-year-old Kadoumi, 
the mustachioed, energetic 
director. 

“Camera, sound, action,” 
Mr. K^oumi bellowed 
through a megaphone 
across a Gaza beach, order- 
ing his nine actors' into 
place for filming Sunday. 

On cue, dnig-peddling 
fisherman Abu Sharr- stuffs 
the head of bis .colleague 
Jamil mto a buck^ of. water 
and threatens to • slit bis 
throat « 

Jamil, suspected of steal- 


ing Abu Sbair’s supplies, 
pleads innocence. Abu 
Sharr, whose name means 
“father of evil,” finally lets 
Ae whimpering Jamil go 
free. 

“Cut” shouted Mf. 
Kadoumi, satisfied wiA Ae 
take. 

Although Mr. Kadoumi 
says dra^ is at the core of 
the show, politics is also m 
the am 

'During Ae (uprising), 
the Isra^s controlled all 
this and we could not film 
00 location,’ said actor 
'Akram Obeid; 29, who 
•once wod^ as a house 
painter m IsraeL “There is 
no doubt that the peace 
process gives us the full 
freedom for actors to 
WOTk.” 

During Ae occupation. 
the Israeli government Ad 
not provitfe funding for 
F^estinian art Aeacre or 
cinema. The few directors 
and producers there raised 
their own numey. Palestin- 
ian television Ad not exist 

'Fishermen’s Nights' is 
Ae first large-scale mim- 
series to be shown by the 
Palestinians' oAy television 
station, which also Ais 
newscasts, smaller series 
and a bandfiil of special 
programmes . 

Mr. Akhras, the producer,, 
said be q>ent four years in 
Israeli jails for aiAng the 
Fateh Hawks, a militant 
group onro associated wiA 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat 

Mr. Kadoumi spent. .22. . 
years in exile, recurning in 


1994 when Gaza gained 
autonomy. Like many, be 
fled Ae West Bank shortly 
afler Israel seized it in 
1967. 

Mr. Kadoumi, who 
earned a commumcations 
doctorate m Bulgaria, smd 
Aat wiA “Fishermen's 
Nights,” he was aiming f(v 
a delicate “European” 
touch, distina from Ae 
sometimes overwrought 
local fare. 

The show is careful not to 
o&nd its target auAence. 
A young woman is covered 
.m traAtional dress, and 
alAough she has a secret 

boyfrieiu^ the couple never 

■ _ *, •• 


kiss on'sl^or-- 
Tt would not be appropri- 
ate for our auAence. for Ae 
Arabic culture,” explained 
Mr. Kadoumi. “We don't 
believe m this kind of love.” 
Mr. Kadoumi refused to 
discuss his budget which is 
provided by Ae impover- 
ished Palestinian National 
AuAority, which runs Ae 
lone television station. 

But be pointed out Aat 
the costumes were regular 
clothing and most of the 
props, from Ae fishing 
. boate to an abandoned pier 
Aat coll^sed two years 
ago mid-constructiOD, were 
simply found on Ae beach. 

Nfr. Kadoumi crmceded 
Ae acting still needs work. 

“During the past years, 
Aese actors and artists were 
not nurtured or utilised, so 
A^ are not Ae best” he 
said. Their woA reflects 
. Ae society in which they 
liver 


6 killed in 

Algerian 

violence 


PARIS ( R) — Six people, 
includiDg a journalist, have 
been killed m a bomb explo- 
sion and two attacks by gun- 
men m Algma, Algerian 
newspqters said on Titesday. 

Guernllas shot dead an 
Algerian journalist working 
for stat&run laAo and his 
Iffotber, a policeman, in Ae 
capital Algiers on Monday, 
Rencb-langua^ liewspa- 
pers said. 

Pro-government armed 
men on Saturday ambushed 
giiftrrillas, kilting Aree 
rebels near Hg2iit 40 Idlo- 
. metres east of Algiers, said 
4iberte oa Tuesday. 

A bomb ripped tiirou^ a 
tax office on Sunday in 
Baghlia town, 45 kilometres 
southeast of Ae Algerian 
capital, destroying Ae office 
and killin g <xie guard, Lib- 
eite added 

The explosion was the lat- 
est m a rash of bomb attadcs 
in Algiers and other towns 
sirxte mid-July in which 
more than 20 people have 
been killed 

The authorities blamsd 
anti-government guerrillas 
in the bombings. 

In the Monday attack, gun- 
men opened fire on a car in 
which journalist M(Aam- 
mad Guessab and bis two 
brothers were driving in Ae 
Alters suburb of Beau 
Fraisier, Le Matin and Lib- 
erte newspapers rqiorted 

(juessab and police- 
man brother were kiUed and 
the third man was. seriously 
wourxied said 


SALLOUM (AP) — lib- 
yan ^ fexoe planes 'are 
bombiog the su^cted Ude- 
Qpts of militanG in the 
, jxiountaios..of eastern Lfl^ 
^travellers' rea chin g 
said Tuesday. 

’ .'The travellers, mainly 
Egyptian and Libyan busi- 
nessmen, said the offeniave 
had been going oo for about 
a week. But a Libym qip^ 
sition leader in Cairo said 
Libyan ground and air forces 
have bera operating in file 
E^OD ^'D^y a month, m 
^ under the cover of 
*'live-fire” military manoe- 
vures announced by Ae 
govemmenL 

The burioesanen said 
believed the can^gn 
maAwt an intensification of 
efforts by Libyan leader 
Muammar (^adhafi’s gov. 
Pfninent tO tjy tO wipe OUt 
the radicals, who have been 
blamed for nK>nflis of umesL 

All q>oke on condition 
their names not be used fix 
fear of lefxisaL 

The air actirai was repon- 
ed in the green mountan 
region around the coastal 
city of Damab, which is 260 
Idlometies west of the 
LJbyarEgypt borden 

The travellers reaching die 
Egyptian border town of Sal- 
loum bad no reports on casu- 
alties. The IxxKkn-based 
Arabic weeldy Al-^^sat 
r^ited earlier diis monA 
that clashes between Libyan 
securi^ forces and Islamic 
opposition have claimed 600 
Irv^ m the past 12 months, 
according to opposition 
activists. 

They included an estimat- 
ed 250 dead and 300 wound- 
ed amemg government 
forces and 350 d^ and 480. 
wounded amoi% tbex^iposi-t 
tion, A1 said.'‘‘ 

Tjg Uby^ gownim^t 
has mafift no official anno- 
uncement of Ae unrest A 
eastern Lil^a and, instead, 
has talked of a rampaig n 
against drug smuggl^ m 
thereon. 

The travellers said goveni- 
ment forces have encircled 
Damab and allow only peo- 
ple wiA special permits to 
leave and enter 

Damab has been the site of 
several previous dashes 
between government troops 
and militants. In April, the 
Lilian A1 Gamaa A1 Isl- 
amiya, claimed leqxmsfltil- 
frff four attarkis in which 
t^ said tii^ killed five 
policemen and two soldiers. 
A March, a series of ddr- 
misbes were reported A the 
region after Muslim mili- 
tants reportedly engmeeced a 
prism Aedc A which some 
400 of their colleagues and 
other govemment oji^ponents 
escaped. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
15:05 tiis — The Happy Pro- 
fessor 

15:20 : .....Flimsones 

15:45 „,^Tbe New •'Three Stooges 

15:50 .......The Adveatuies 

16:10 KeUy 

16:30 Jloc. — The Eanh Revealed 
17:00 Doc. — L.a France Aux 
lOOOViUages 

17:30 Varieties — L'Invite De 
Marque 

• 18:00-..Doc. — Roule Routier 

19:00 Xe Journal 

19:15 ...Magazuu— SponEiMusque 

19:30 News Headlin^ 

19:35 Evening Shade 

20:00 ....Super Stars of Action 

20:30 Chancer 

21:10 ..Hunter 

22:00 ......News m English 

22:25 ...The Bold aod ibe Be^lul 
23:10 Bugs 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:29.... Fajr 

05:54 ....(Sunrise) Duba 

12:40 Dhuhr 

16:20 - ‘Asr 

19:27 MagAeb 

20:25... .TAa 

CHURCHES 
St Mary of NazareA 
Churdi Sweifidi,Tbl. 810740 
Assemblies of God Churdi 
TbI. 632785. 

St Joseph Chuidi TbL ^4590 
Churdi of Ae Annunciation 



Tel. 637440. 

De A Salle Chnzdi ThL 
661757. 

TcnaSanctaOiuidiTeL 622366 
Anglican Church TbL 652826. 
Armenian CaAoL'c Cliuidi 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian OrAodox Church 
Tbl 775261. 

Sl l^ihraan Churdi TbL 77 1 75 i . 
Amman Intemational 
Church Tel. 652526 
-Evangelical - Lutheran * 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking EvangeH-^ 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day SaAts TeL 
654932. 

Chmdi of Naarene TeL 
675691. 

UieEvai^elical Local Churdi 
A Amman TeL 81 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish TeL 614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Relative hot weather condi- 
tions will prevail wiA ternper- 
aiures slightly above average 
and winds nonhwesterly 
moderate. A Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate to 
active and seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman ;.... .22/35 


Aqaba ... J27/40 

Deserts 20/38 

Jordan Valley .26/40 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
. Amman 35. Aqaba 38 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman per 
cent Aqaba 38 per cent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY . 

Dr. Hanna Mansour ..750197 

DnAfifShukri 898863 

Dr.NidalAI Dahleh .,.827195 
Dr. Osama Hiisseini ..847289 
Firas pharmacy .........661912 

Ferdows jAarmacy ...890280 

A! Aseroa pharmacy 637U55 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 64494S 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nainnikh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. RatibAtallah 994422 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

QviT Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 


Civfl Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue PoUce 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 

6I7I01 

Blood Bade 775121 

Highway Police 

843402 

Traffic PoUce 896390 

Public Security Department 
6.30321 

Hotd Complaints ..~..605S(X) 
Price Complaints 

661176 

Water and Sewen^ Com- 
plaint 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 


897467 

Amman Munidpali^ Com- 
plaints 

....787111 

Telephone Infbrmation 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ...010230 

Central Amman Tdepbone 
Reparis 

..623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television ......773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan ....774111 

Water AuAority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akildi Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

MaOias, J. Amman ...636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hoqrital 669131 
Uniyersity UosiHtal 845845 
Al-Muasber Hospital 

667227/9 

The Itatic, AbdaB 666126^7 
Al-Ahli, AbdaU .....664164/6 
Italian, Al-Muh^ieen 
777101/3 

Al-Bashir, 775111/26 


Marka 


Army, 

8916II/I5 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 

674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Spedal Surgery .865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zai^a National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sna Hospital 

(09)986732 


Al Bikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek CaAolic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hoqiital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia Internationa] Air- 
pon Ibl. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Infonnation on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

08:00 Damascus (RI) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:55. Lamaca (RJ) 

10:10 ..Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

15:45 New Yoik. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:45 Toronto. Amsterdam i RJ) 


18:00 Paris (RJ) 

18:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:50 Madrid (RJ) 

19:00' ..Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 
19:10 ...Frankfiin. Vienna (RJ) 

19:15. London, Berlin (RJ) 

19:30 MontieaL Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

19:40 Rome (RJ) 

21:40 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

00:30 3einn (RJ) 

M:35 Cairo (RJ) 

04:25 Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

li:00 Sanaa (fY) 

I^JlS Jeddah (SV) 

13:00 Karachi. Abu Dhabi 
(PK) 

13:15 Cairo (MS) 

13:40...Doha, Abo Dhabi (GF) 

14:30 .Tunis (TU) 

15:00 Vienna (OS) 

W:20. Algiers (AH) 

W:00 ....Dubai (EK) 

20:40 London, Beirut (BA) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:35 Lamaca (CY) 

23:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:30 ...Athens (OA) 

03:35 jAntalia (TK) 

06:30 Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

19:45 ..Tel Aviv (QAIA) (RWl 

DEPARTURES 


Jordanian (RJ) 

Fliglits 

07:10 J^adrid (RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam, NiewYbik (RJ) 

11:30... .RomeCRJ)' 

11:40 ....3erlin. London (RJ) 
12:10 ..Thnis, C!a«Mhiao fa (RJ)* 

12:45 Istanbul (RJ)' 

10:30 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

20:10 Cahnitta (RJ) 

20:20. Colombo (RJ) 

20:45 ..Beirut (RJ) 

21:00 Abu Dhabi, Kuala 
Lumpar (RJ) 

21:10 Riyadh (RJ) 

21:10 ... Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 — New Delhi (RJ) 

22:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:^ — Banglmk (RJ) 

23:10 .Cairo (RJ) 

01:00 Sanaa ({(J) 


Otiwr Flights 

04:00 Amsterdam (KL) 

08:45 3drut (M© 

09:15 1 — London (BA) 

13:00 .Sanaa ((lY) 

13:45 Jeddah (SV) 

14:15 BeinJt, Abu Dhabi, 
Karachi (PK) 

14:15 ....Cairo (MS) 

14:30 Doha. Muscat (GF) 

15:30 Tunis (TU) 

15:50.... Vienna (OS) 

17:20 Shariqah (AH) 

20:00 Dubai (EK) 

22:50 ...Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:30 ..Lamaca (CY) 

00:20 jAmsterdam (KL) 

04:00 .Athens (OA) 

04:35 j\ntaIiaCTK) 

07:25 ...Tel Aviv (LY) 
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K^BARlTi MEETS ^ 
Prime Mintsur Abdul Rl 
I'Bder secretary of DuOlui 
for Studies and RcMwrd 
(0 Petra following tibc m 
of common concern hi « 
<P»rur% of the armed fo 
ofStafT Held ManM A 
betwTcn the twu 
*li«n b« was briefed hy 
^al Medical Srrvfevi 
flitir famDics 


Teachers 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, August 14, 1996 
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Queen Noor distributes diplomas 
to aviation college graduates 
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AMMAN (J.T.) ~ Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Tues- 
day distributed diplomas 
to 69 graduates fr^ the 
Queen Noor Civil Aviation 
Tbchmcal College as well 
as royal gifts to honour stu- 
dents and long-time staff 
members, according to a 
Royal Com statement 

Qoeen Noor, whose 
father Najeeb Halaby was 
the 1^ of the I^ra] 

Aviation Administratira 

during the John F. 
Kennedy administratioD as 
well as president of Pan 
American Airlines, trav- 
elled throughout the Mid- 
<fte East before her mar- 
riage to research aviation 
training facilities for the 
preparation of a master 
plan for an Arab Air Uni- 
versity to be established in 
Jcndart 

This was a project that 
was initiated by His 
Majesty King Hossein to 
promote pan-Arab cooper- 
ation, the statement said. 

The Queen expressed her 
|xide in the college, which 
has been cited by the 
International Qvil Avia- 
tion Organisation (ICAO) 
as one of the best centres of 
its kind in the devel<^ing 
world, and said that it has 
realised King Husseto^s 
dream for a regional avia- 
tion educational institution. 

Director-General of Qvil 
Aviation Autiiority Captain 
Jaser Zayyad outlined the 
his^ of the college, 
which was founded in 
1973 as a civil aviation 
naming centre in coopera- 
tion witii the United 



Her Majes^ Queen Noor distributes diplomas to gradnates from the Queen Noor CvO 
tion Tedinicai Cirflege (Petra photo) 


Nations Development Pro- 
ject (UNDP) and ICAO. 

The centre was granted 
the status of an instkute in 
1978 and was named after 
C^een Noor in 1980 when 
she became its honorary 
president. 

Six years later, the Min- 
istry of Higher Education 
upgraded the institute to a 
college, granting it licence 
to teach two-year pro^ 
grammes and to offer 
diplomas equivalent to 
those of a community col- 
lege. 

The Dean of the college, 
*niysir Taji, said that in 
1990 the college became a 
founding member of the 
international aviation train- 
ing programme “Trainair'’, 
wMch was established to 


develop model training 
programmes for civil avia- 
tion training centres in 
developing countries to 
raise both standard and 
performance, the statement 
continued. 

He ad^ that the col- 
lege has developed six 
model training pro- 
grazmnes and is woridng 
on two more which are due 
to be con^ileied by the end 
of this year. 

The Queen Noor Civil 
Aviation CoUege offers a 
spedaiised training pro- 
gramme for civil aviation 
employees in addition to 
its two-year diploma pro- 
gramme. 

Its comprehensive educa- 
tional curriculum includes 
basic air traffic control. 


aeronautic courses cover- 
ing telecommunication 
operations, engineering 
and meteorology. 

The college, whidi has 
graduated 2,795 students 
and trainees since its 
inception, has enrolled stu- 
dents from the Levant, the 
Gulf couotries, Egypt, 
Sudan, Ethiopia, Pakistan, 
Indonesia, Thailand and 
Canada. 

Queen Noor was accom- 
panied by HRH Prince 
Faisal A1 Hussein, and 
received by Minister of 
Transpon Naser Lawzi, 
Sbarif Ghazi Rakan, Chief 
of die Air Ftxce Moham- 
mad ‘Ababoeb and Execu- 
tive Diractor of Royal Jor- 
danian Nader Dbal^bi, the 
statement said. 



KABARITI MEETS WITH BAHRAINI UNDER-SECRETARY 
Prime Minister Abdul Karbn Kabariti Itacsday reviewed bilateral rdatioas with Bahraiid 
Under secretary of Defawe and Chaimian of die Board of Iriistees of the Bahraini Centre 
Ufc Studies and Research Sheikh Salman Ben Hamad Ben IssaAIKbaliTa. In a smtement 
to Petra following the «wfti»tiiig, Sheikh ^1 "m" said he ^s cu ssed widi Mr. Kabariti bsues 
ftf /yMwimwi fn varinms fidds. EarBer on Thesdaj S h dkh S a l man visited the head- 

qnartera of the armed forees where be was received byChaiitnanof the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Field Marshal Abdnl Hafez Mirai Kaaboeh, where they dis c assed raili^ coop- 
eration between tfae two coontries. Sheikh Salman also visited Hussein Medical Cennw.| 
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tfa^ families 

Teachers complete seminars v 
for new academic year 


. .c^ 

IvCmsry 

retfremBnc 

tuhb^'sad^ : Bassapi 

Qaqi^ 

N^away,' : ^ 
faleb;;\^4 
Saleb'Kafetlii^'. r ;• 

i 





AMMAN (J. T.) — In 
preparation for the 
upcoming 1996-97 
scholastic year the Min- 
istry of Education insti- 
tuted seminars for school 
principals as well as 
summer ones for teach- 
ers to familiarise them 
with the new secondary 
level curricula . 

Teachers are to return 
4 ^ school on Aug 19. to 
complete necess^ 
preparatious for the 


scholastic year. 

Qasses are scheduled 
to begin Aug 24. 

Teachers, returning 
form tiieir secondment to 
other Arab countries, 
have been appointed to 
new posts according to a 
Ministry of Educadou 
statement issued Tues- 

d^. 

The ministry trans- 
ferred 15()p.. tethers. JO. 
centres in various gover- 
Dorates and employed an 


additonal 3(X)0 teachers, 
the statement further 
noted 

An expected 1.35 mil- 
lion students axe to start 
the new academic year. 

Meanwhile the min- 
istiy received all neces- 
sary textbooks for each 
school grade and duly 
dispersed them to the 
education departments in 
the. govemprates for sub- 
s^uent student disoibu- 
don. 
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Efforts to resolve dispute with 
opposition deputies fail 


By Tareq Momani 

SpecuU to Ae Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Efforts. to 
resolve ' the conflict thk 
has developed between 
24 opposition law mak- 
ers and the government 
over the government's 
decision to lift bread sub- 
sidies reached a deadend 
.Tbesday.'^^' 

' Islaimc Action Front 
spokesman Hamzeh 
Mansour said the opposi- 
tion group would contin- 
ue to boycott Parlia- 
ment's sessions until Jor- 
dan Television broad- 
casts the speeches they 
made during the special 
session the Lower House 
held last week discussing 
the subsidies issue. 

The 24 deputies charge 
tiiat JTV nusiepresent^ 
their speeches and have 
threatened to continue to 
abort tile House meetings 


by boycotting the ses- 
sions and thus den ying 
them a quorum until JTV 
air their speeches. 

The House failed to 
meet last Wednesday 
because of the lack of 
quorm and is scheduled 
to meet' again today, 
Wednesday; 

Lower House Speaker 

Saad -HaydrSlr^' oeld- a 

series of meeting Tues- 
day with represex^ves 
of the various parliamen- 
taiy blocs to secure 
deputies’ attendance of 
Wednesday’s sessioiLAt 
least 54 deputies must be 
present in order to secure 
a quorum' or* the session 
will be aborted, ' 

Mr. Srour also met with 
representatives of the 24 
opposition deputies and 
offered to allow the 
opposition to declare its 
stand in a televised state- 
ment but Mr, Mansour 


stressed that his group 
will not attend today^ 
session. 

. 'We adhere to our stand 
and we are boycotting 
the sessions until JTV 
broadcasts last week's 
speeches and we are 
demanding that Jordan 
Television cameras be 
denied access- into the 
--Mouse if our request is 

not met,” Mr. Mansour 
said 

‘We have met with Mr. 
Srour, heard his views 
and will conv^ them to 
our group just before the 
convening of Wednes- 
d^’s session.” he added. 

Other deputies, howev- 
er. criticise their 24 col- 
leagues, saying their 
stand can only result in 
preventing the House 
from carrying out its 
duties. 

Centrist deputy 

Mohammad Abu Aleem 


said: “1 am against boy- 
cotting (par&amentaiy) 
sessions as such actions 
disrupt Parliament's 
duties. A deputy can air 
his views in I^liament 
but should not boycott 
sessions as this does not 
resolve any problem.” 

‘What li^ been going 
, on b^een . the ^oyem- 
mem' aHH'llfe ‘opposition 
reflects the true image of 
democracy but the two 
sides must be car^l to 
arrive at an acceptable 
compromise,” he said. 

A special pariiamentaiy 
committee formed to 
secure a compromise 
between the government 
and the House over the 
lifting of subsidies has 
meanwhile announced 
that it will pursue efforts 
to secure a quorum for 
Wednesday’s session up 
to (he last minute. 


New prices of wheat, flour ann anced 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Min- 
ister of Supply Munir 
Sobar l\iesday 

announced the new 
increased rates of wheat 
and flour and said that 
the new rates will take 
effect immediately. 

According to the min- 
ister’s statement, a tonne 
of domestic flour will be 
sold at JD 132.670, while 
a tonne of wheat will be 
sold to the mills to pro- 
duce refmed flour at JD 
169.690. 

A tonne of semolina 
will sell wholesale at JD 
170. while semolina will 
sdll retail atSClOfilsper 
kilo. 

A kilo of domestic 
flour will sell, at the rate 
of 170 fils per kilo retail, 
while a kuo of zeffoed 


flour wiU be sold for 240 
61s, the statement said. 

Mr. Sobar Monday set 
the price for a kilo of 
domestic bread at 180 
fils, and bread made of 
othtf than domestic 
flour at 220 fils. 

Prior to the increase, 
domestic bread sold at 
85 61s per kilo and all 
other kinds at 150 fils. 

The Ministry of Supply 
said Monday timt cm- 
zens wishing to be com- 
pensated for the differ- 
ence in the price of 
bread should present 
their family books to any 
of the following banks or 
postal savings 6i^ in 
order to obtain a- ca^ 
subsidy: : 

The Arab Bank, the 
'Islkmic Bank, the 'Cairo- 


Amman Bank, the 
National Bank, the Bank 
of Jordan, the Jordan- 
Gulf Bank, and the Jor- 
dan-Kuwait Bank 
The cash subsidy was 
set by the government at 
JD 1.28 per person per 
month. Many of the 
country's private institu- 
tions have already volun- 
teered to compensate 
their employees and 


dependents. 
The 


ministry akn 
aimounced that it will 
continue providing the 
public with subsidised 
milk powder, rice and 
sugar for which it has 
issuing special 
coupons to limited- 
income groups since 
1991. ' 

On Sunday, the minis- 


ter aimounced the new 
prices of fresh milk and 
other dairy products, 
increasing them by 13 to 
IS per cent over their for- 
mer price. 

In another aimounce- 
ment Tuesday, Mr. Sobar 
hiked the price of Marl- 
boro cigarettes up from 
JD 1.200 to JD 1.250, and 
the Silk Cut brand from 
JD 1.000 JD 1 .050 

Parliament members 
have demanded that the 
government retain the 
former bread prices by 
raising funds to cover die 
budget de6cit through an 
increase ill .the prices pf 
noD-essenti^ common- 
ties like cigarettes and 
liquor. 


Death of Filipina in Amman 
raises unanswered questions 


SpeciaFto the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The mysterious 
death of a Filipina domestic 
helper in Jordan last montii has 
■prompted an outciy in tiie Philip- 
pines with President Fidel Ramos 
ordering an official inquixy Tues- 
day as lewl- 

ing to her demise. 

Details of the death of 26-yev- 
old Eliza Salem remain sk^hy. 
But a note she left behind, as weal 
as circumstantial evidence, sujg- 
gest she fell to her death as she 
was climbing down an electric 
i(3i6ld Yrom *ttte* third-floor apart- 
ment of her employer where she 
had been lockra m for over a 
wedL 

The note, a copy of which was 
made available to the Jordan 
Times, also suggests that the 
woman feared ^ysical abuse 
which, tile note implies, she had 
suffered before. 

No immediate explanation was 
available as to tnis particular 
aspect of the incident. 

According to Shaffq Jumean, the 
Fhil^ines Consul in Aminan, 
suspicions relating to this incident 
are “completely groundless and 
unjustiffeo.” He told the Jordan 
limes that the investigations ^ 


“nearly over” and have proven 
that Ms. Salem,,- whose remains 
arrived in the Ftulippines August 
1, was attempting to run away 
when she fell to her death. 

Describing the investigations hs 
“straightforward,” Mr. Jumean 
dismissed alle^tions in the 
Philipinnes of foul play in the Jor- 
danian autiiorities’ mvestigations. 

Ms. Salem was employed by a 
Jordanian medical doctor who 
works in Saudi Arabia and is mar- 
ried to an Egyptian. The childless 
couple maintained an apartment 
in Amman for use dunng their 
r»ulef visits to the Kingd om. ' 

Ste" Sdeni-:*»’Wfc*~‘'x^bttedly 
locked in the Shmeisam apart- 
ment for more than a week in July 
to “dean and prepare” ahead of 
her employers return to Amman 
The ke^s to the apartment were 
k^t with a friend of the employ- 
ers, who has requested to remam 
anooyxDous, and who locked Ms. 
Salem in, upon their request, so 
that ^Valuables are not stolen,” he 
told the Jordan Times, . 

He added that there “was plenty 
of food in the refrigerator” lor the 
domestic helper. 

The domestic helper spoke to 


her employers on JuN 26, and was 
told that they would be returning 
soon, said hh:. Jumean. 


According to various sources, 
the following day Ms. Salem 
threw her bdongings from the 
window and tried to climb down 
from the third floor of the apart- 
ment building using a cable wire 
tied to the air-conditioner. 

She was found unconscious m 
the garden by the apartment care 
raker at about 6.00 a.m. who took 
her to Sbmeisani Hospital. She 
died 6ve hours later from extreme 
liaemcxThaging,'’ according to 
ho^ital and autopsy reports. 

Foreign Secretaxy of the Philip- 
pines, Domingo Siazon,-will^subT 
mit a full report on Ms. Salem's 
death to President Ramos Thurs- 
day. 

Her death has received great 
publicity in the Philippines as 
another Hlipina maid. Sarah Bal- 
abagan, was recently granted a 
reprieve from a death sentence in 
the United Arab Emirates where 
she was convicted of killing her| 
employer who attempted to rape 
hen 

The government of the I^ip- 
pioes is strengthening laws to pro- 
tect the four million Filipinos 
working abroad. 


Islamic group condemns Russian ‘aggression’ 


By a Jordan Times Suff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The Council 
of Islamic Qiganisatioos 
and Societies (CIO^ 
Tuesday urged Russian 
Federation President Boris 
Yeltsin to stop the war in 
Cbecbenya and to withdraw 
Russian forces from the 
republic, according to a 
C30^ statement 
‘The Chechen people, as 
all other nations in the for- 
mer Soviet Union, is seek- 
ing independence fixim 
Russia but Moscow is 
adamantly insisting upon 
controlling this nation by 
force and against the will of 


the Cheebens who yearn for 
independence arid free- 
dom” said the CIOSJ in a 
letter sent to Mr. Yeltsin 
through the Russian 
embassy in Jordan. 

The letter, which lauded 
what it called the heroism 
of tbe (^echen people, said 
that the war against the 
Cheebens was wounding 
the sentiments of more than 
1,200 million Muslims 
worldwide. 

“Muslims feel great pain 
over the suffering of tiieir 
brothers and sisters and 
strongly condemn tbe Russ- 
ian aggression (against 
Chechenya),” sad the 
CIOSJ. 


The letter, which was 
signed by the OOSJ Secie- 
tary^Geoeral Abdul Ladf 
Subeihi, called on Mr. 
Yeltsm to end the fighting, 
give the Chechens their 
freedom and “establisb 
good relations with them 
based on mutual respecL” 
“Only when you have done 
that will you find Islamic 
nations once again on your 
side, supporting your 
endeavouis against ijjjjWPttr* .- 
siOD and colonialisml^tn 
letter said. 

Tbe Jordanian Committee 
for Solidarity with the 
Qiechen People also con- 
demned what it called tbe 
blatant Russian aggression 


against the Chechen people 
a^ d e m and ed an immedi- 
ate halt to the cooflicL 

In a statement issued 
Tuesday, the committee 
'^used Mr. Yeltsin of 
reneging on promises he 
had m^ to the Chechen 
people, adding that Russian 
forces were killing civilians 
indiscriminately, destroy- 
ing their homes and dis- 
placing hundreds of thou- 
sands of innocent 
Chechens. 

The committee urged the 
international community 
and world organisations to 
pressure Russia to stop the 
war in Chechenya. 
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Russian forces struggle to 


retake Grozny; refugees flee 


GROZNY, Russia iR) — 
Mortar shells crashed over 
the Chechen capital Grozny 
Tuesday as Russian troops 
struggled to claw their way 
back into the city, its key 
buildings held by rebel 
fighters for the last eight 
days. 

Refugees ran a gauntlet of 
bullets and shells to escape 
the fighting in the centre of 
town. 

“Please tell them to open a 
corridor,'' pleaded Ruisa 
Sukhanova, as she fled 
across a railway bridge in 
the Grozny suburb of 
Chemorechye. ‘There are 
thousands of people trapped 
back there." 

Representatives of Che- 
chenya’5 pro-Moscow au- 
thorities accused- the Rus- 
sian army of firing on civil- 
ians and preventing thou- 
sands of refugees from leav- 
ing Grozny, home to 
4W.000 people before Rus- 
sia sent soldiers to crush the 
region's independence in 
1994. 

More than 30,000 people 
have died since then :;nd 
hundreds are thought to 
have been killed in the latest 
attacks. 

‘Tens of thousands of 
people are trapped on the 
outskirts of Grozny without 
food supplies and with a 
catastrophic lack of medi- 
cine." said a statement by a 
Chechen mission in 
Moscow. 

The fighting, which start- 
ed last week with a Chechen 
raid on Grozny timed to 
coincide with President 
Boris Yeltsin’s inaugura- 
tion. is the heaviest for more 
than a year in the separatist 
Caucasus region. 

Russia's military com- 
mand told RIA news agency 
that 221 soldiers had been 
killed and 766 wounded in 
the dashes. . 

-Rs&sian soUSers tried to 
fight back Tuesday in what 
fJAR-TASS.^.news agency 
Ascribed as a "special 
operation to expel and 
destroy fighters in Grozny." 

But resident AU^a 
Tasuyev reported no sign of 
Russian troops in the centre 
of town, except for those at 



Russian security supremo Alexander Lebed shows a 
document during a news conference in Moscow. Gen. 
Lebed said Monday he and rebel Chief of Staff Aslan 
Maskbadov had agreed to try to work out a ceasefire 
deal to end seven days of flghting in the Chechen capi- 
tal Grozny (Reuter photo) 


checkpoints, which were 
surrounded by rebel Alt- 
ers. 

Helicopters clattered 
overhead and snipers were 
active from ruined buildings 
around town. 

‘There are no Russian sol- 
diers in the ceniFe," he said. 
‘They are at their bases at 
Khai^a and Severny and 
are surrounded at check- 
points by rebels." 

The rebels cried to attack 
Kfaankala Monday but were 
beaten back. Inteifax quoted 
a Chechen spokesman as 
saying that the attack was 
designed only to "probe the 
Russian defences." 

The latest Sgbeing started 
on Aug- 6 when retel fight- 
ers captured key buildings 
in Grozny and surrounded 
already demoralised Rus- 
sian soldiers at their check- 


Phnom Penh concedes 
defections may be smaller 


PHNOM PENH I AFP) — The Cambochan government 
Tuesday conceded that the number of Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas to have split from the hardline cenorai leadership over 
the past week might be less than announced. 

Meanwhile at their headquarters near the Thai border, the 
renegade faction ordered the arrest of two hardline mem- 
bers of the central guerrilla leadership and appealed for 
Thailand's help in doing so. 

In Phnom l^nh. Co-Defence Minister Tea Banh told 
reporters that not all the Khmer Rouge in the northwest had 
decided to join their commanders in breaking with the 
hardliners and allying themselves with the group's former 
number two leng Sary, whom the leadership has 
denounced as a "traitor." 

'The number of troops is unclear because they have to 
hide their (strength).*' Tea Banh said during a break in 
a National Assembly session. ‘‘1 can't say what perce ntag e 
of the men have actually cut themselves from the hardlin- 
ers.” 

Over the weekend. Co-Premier Hun Sen and the com- 
mander of renegade Division 450. Sok Pheap. claimed that 
some 4,000 guerrillas, or 70 per cent of the rebels* estimat- 
ed force in the northwest, had broken away. 

Military analysts and diplomats have b^n skeptical of 
that figure and have urged caution in describing the num- 
ber of actual renegades as no one has yet seen the defec- 
tors. 

In another indication that the mass defection might not be 
as large as was announced, the Cambodia dmly newspaper 
reported that a military aircraft flew over the rebel b^e of 
Ptulin Monday dropping leaflets urging remaining "loyal- 
ists" to join with the new faction. 

Pailin is the home base of Division 415 which was said 
to have joined the new faction. 

Officios in Phnom Penh bad said during the weekend 
that both Pailin and Phnom Malsu, Sok Pheap *s headquar- 
ters. were no longer rebel bases. 

Sok Pheap has denied that he and his men defected to the 
government but bos acknowleged a rift in the movement 
said he would no longer follow the orders of the hard- 
line leadership. He has now also ordered the anest of two 
main hardline leaders. 

‘The commanders of Divisions 450. 415 and 250 appeal 
to foreign countries and friends who love peace to help 
close completely the checkpoints behind the backs of the 
traitors Son Sen and Ta Mok in order to allow (us) to arrest 
them for their cruel acts,*' his group said. 

"This appeal is made to avoid bloodshed ^tween Khmer 
and Khmer and an attempt to prevent the killers from hav- 
ing a chance to intimidate die weak people," said a state- 
ment. dated Monday, which was faxed to news organisa- 
tions in Phnom Penh Tuesday. 

Mr. Son Sen, the Khmer Rouge minister of defence and 
Mr. Ta Mok. the chief of staff of the guerrillas’ National 
Army of Democratic Kampuchea, are believed to be in 
northwest Cambodia near the Thai border. 

Despite Mr. Sok Pheap's claim not to have defected, the 
government has insisted the renegades have and residents 
in Poipet. the Cmb^ian town on the Thai border closest 
to Phnom Malai, said Tuesday at least 10 senior Khmer 
Rouge men were staying in a hotel there under govemraent 
protection. 


points. 

Russian security chief 
Alexander Lebed, horrifled 
at the condition of Russian 
troops in the region, said 
Monday that Moscow and 
the re^ls were crying to 
work out a ceaseflre. 

Russian news agencies 
said Chechenya's deputy 
chief of staff and a senior 
Russian military representa- 
tive were meeting Tuesday 
for prelimioaiy talks. 

Movladi Udugov, Che- 
chenya's information chief, 
said separatist uiuis con- 
trolled 75 to 80 per ceni^of 
Grozny and_‘ tw'o qdiCT 
towns. Gudermes and 'Ar- 
gun. were in rebel hands. 

The latest fighting has 
forced the Kremlin to re- 
think its policy in Che- 
chenya. which declared 
itself indepeodent in 1991. 


Gen. Lebed, Mr. Yeltsin's 
new representative in Che- 
cheoya, told a news confer- 
ence Monday he expected 
Mr. Yeltsin to give him new 
powers to end the war and 
wanted a broad congress of 
regional figures. 

He also believed the most- 
ly Muslim rebels might 
agree to a degree of autono- 
my short of secession. 

Meanwhile, the European 
Commission said Tuesrhy it 
had approved a further aid 
package worth 4.18 milUon 
ECUs (S5.3 million) for 
civilian casualties in ,Che- 
efaenya. 

The aid, which will be 
channelled through the Eu- 
ropean Community (EU) 
Humanitarian Oflice 
(ECHO), brings total £U 
assistance to 35 mtlUon 
ECUs (S44.5 million) since 
Russia sent troops in 1994 
to crush the region's inde- 
pendence. 

‘The situation is still very 
difficuU for ^d agencies," a 
commission spokesman 
said, adding that humanitar- 
ian aid workers found 
access to ±e Chechen capi- 
tal Grozny extremely d^- 
gerous. 

Experts estimate that over 
100,000 people in Cbe- 
chenya need food and up to 
half the population of about 
1.2 million requires medical 
aid. 

Outside Cheobenya, aid 
workers estimate there are 
over 112,000 refugees and 
EU aid will be targetted on 
the most \’uloerable, located 
in Ingushetia and Daghes- 
tan. 

The EU aid will enable the 
World Food Programme, 
the United Nations High 
Cofiuhissioner for Refugees 
and private Belgian, French 
and Italian aid agencies to 
cany out a coordinated aid 
programme until the end of 
the year, 

/In, a staiemenr Sunday, the 
EU expi^sed serious con- 
cern at the escalation in 
flghting in Cbechenya. es- 
pecially the civilian casual- 
ties, and appealed to both 
the Russian army and sepa- 
ratist rebels to cease Are 
immediately. 


H. Kong Democrats urged 
to join China committee 


HONG KONG (R) — Bei- 
jing's propaganda ma-efaine 
in Hong Kong swung into 
action Tuesday attacking 
the populist Democratic 
Party's decision not to Join 
the team that will pick the 
< territory's first leader after 
its 1997 handover to China. 

One Beijing-backed 
newspaper slammed the 
leaders of the pro-democra- 
cy party as agents of British 
iraperidism, while another 
urged par^ leader Martin 
Lee to reconsider China's 
olive branch. 

"If Lee truly wants to 
serve Hong Kong's public, 
he has only one choice — 
that's to stop being con- 
frontational and allowing 
his members who con qual- 
ify CO join the selection 
committee," a column in 
the Ta Kung Pao said. 

Beijing at the weekend 
issued a veiled invitation to 
the Democrats, until now 
e.KcIuded by China from all 
handover arrangements, to 
join the Selection Commit- 
tee tbar win choose Hong 
Kong's first post-handover 
leaders. 

The British colony reverts 
to China at midnight on 
June 30 next year. 

The Democrats rejected 
the su^esiion because the 
committee, besides choos- 
ing the first chief executive, 
will also appoint a legisla- 
ture to replace the current 
fully-elected council. 

But the pony sought to 
prevent China slamming 
the door shut, saying it 
would seek a dialogue with 
Beijing. 

Columns in the two major 
China-backed newspapers 
in the colony urged the 
Democrats to be realistic. 

The Ta Kung Pao argued 
that if the Democrats stayed 
outside the political estab- 
li.shmeot of the special 
administrative region — 
Hong Kong's status after 
China resumes sovereignty 
— they would lose support 


because they could not rep- 
resent voters. 

The Beijing-funded Wen 
Wei Po accused them of be- 
ing agents of British impe- 
rialists. 

"Some Democrats, who 
oppose the provisional leg- 
islature, in fact are not 
defenders of democracy." ii 
said. 

"They are only interested 
in helping Britain's attempt 
to extend its colonial influ- 
ence after the handover," it 
said. "They are in fact de- 
fenders of a British colonial 
dictatorship." 

'The 400-strong Selection 
Committee will be estab- 
lished in October by Chi- 
na's influential Preparatory 
Committee — an organisa- 
tion from which the De- 
mocratic Party has been 
excluded. 

It was to name just the 
first chief executive, but 
after China rejected elec- 
toral reforms put in place by 
Che colonial administration, 
the committee was charged 
with appointing a provi- 
si(Mial legislature to sup- 
plant the current elected 
chamber. 

The Democratic Party, 
which fared best in last Sep- 
tember's Legislative Coun- 
cil elections, adamantly 
opposes seeing the chamber 
dissolved and replaced with 
an appointed body. 

Despite the controversy 
over the provisional legisla- 
ture. professional groups in 
Hong Kong are beginning 
to nominate representatives 
to the team of 400. 

The Hong Kong Medical 
Association said it had 
nominated 18 members, the 
Hong Kong Institution of 
Engineers proposed 70 
members and the pro-China 
Federation of Education 
Workers has nominated 30 
members. 
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Retired army Colonel Shahriar Rashid Khan (centre) is seen in a police car after he 
was arrested lliesday. Col. Shahriar is alleged to be a mastermind of the Au^ 15, 
197^ army coop which l^ed Bsu^adesh's independence leader Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, father of current Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Police say fliey also arresN 
ed two other ex-ofGcers, Colonel Farook Reehman and Major Mohammad 
Khairuzzaman, Ibesday as part of investigation into Mujib's killing (Reuter photo) 


Bangladesh arrests 3 over 1975 
murder of independence leader 


DHAKA (R) — Police ar- 
rested thi^ former Bang- 
ladesh army officers Tues- 
day in connection with the 
1975 assassination of inde- 
pen£k>'nce leader Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, police 
said. 

Retired army Colonel 
Farook Reehman. ex-Co- 
lonel Shahriar Rashid Khan 
and retired Major Mohant- 
mad Khairuzzaman were 
arrested early Tuesday and 
will face trial for murder 
and rebelling against a 
legally-installed govern- 
ment. police said. 

Mujib, who led Bangla- 
desh CO independence from 
Paitistan in 1971, was killed 


in a 1975 milltaiy coup, 
allegedly mastecininded 
Col. Farook, Col. Shahriar 
and their comrades. 

The arrests follow June 
national elections, which 
saw Mujib's daughter and 
chief of the Awami League. 
Sheikh Hasina, return to 
power after her party had 
spent 21 years in opposi- 
tion. 

The three were arrested 
under the nation's Special 
Powers Act which allows 
any suspect to be detained 
for one month without 
being fonnaily charged, 
police officials said. 

•The swoop will contin- 
ue." one police official told 


Reuters. 

Maj. Khairuzzaifian was 
Bangladesh's charge d af- 
faires in the Philippines 
before being recalled to 
Dhaka in July when the 
government sacked six ex- 
anny 'officers allegedly 
involved in the 1975 coup. 

The officers, including 
Maj. Khairuzzaman. had all 
taken up diplomatic assign- 
ment. 

The penalty could be 
"anything up to death." one 
police official said without 
giving details. 

The arrests were made 
only two days before Bang- 
lad^h planned the first offi- 
cial mouuiung for Mujib. 


Burundi imposes fuel rationing 


BUJUMBURA (R> — Bu- 
rundi's military-appointed 
govemmeoL feeling the 
pressure of African sanc- 
tions, imposed stringent 
petrol f^oning Tuesday as 
anxious fbrei^aers and Bu- 
rundians packed for the last 
commerical flights out 

Petrol in the landlocked 
couQOy was UMited from 
Tuesday to 20 litres (four 
gallons) per month for cars, 
40 (S.S gallons) for taxis. 
200 (44 gallons) for buses 
and 400 (88 gallons) for 
trucks. 

Officials di^buied ration 
carefe tait the general mood 
on the streets the lakeside 
capital Bujumbura was 
calm with only a few petrol 
stations already closed be- 
cause of shortages. 

State-run radio said ratio- 
fung was necessary to save 
stocks while efforts were 
made to reverse the eco- 
nomic blockade by neigh- 
bouring states angered by a 
Tutsi notary coup on July 
25. 

The radio called for sacri- 
fice "to fight this war 
against our nation" since 
retired aimy MajOT Pierre 
Buyoya took power. 

"Sanctions will not dis- 
courage us. To the contrary 
they will only strengthen 
our solidarity," the radio 
ad^d deflaody. 

A lack of solidarity how- 
ever was evident among 
many of die more than 400 
Burundians and foreigners 
packing for the last two 
comineicial flints out of 
the sanctions-hit country 
Tuesday. 

Sabdoa officials in the 
lakeside coital Bujumbura 
said botii the Belgian air- 


line’s DC-10 planes were 
booked solid for flights to 
Brussels but people were 
still queuing up in hopes of 
getting seats only hours 
^fore they were due to 
arrive in Bitiumbura. 

The rq§h for tickets on the 


two planes, which together 
can take more than 400 peo- 


ple. was increased by peo- 
ple transferring tickets from 
a Saturday Air France flight 
which was cancelled. 

The Belgian Foreign 
Ministry told its embassy in 
Bujumbura to encourage all 
Belgians still in Burundi to 
catch the flights. 

France urged 170 French 
nationals whose presence 
was held as non-essential 
also to leave de.*>pite Paris 
not supporting the regional 
embargo, which it says will 
only hurt ordinary people. 

The U.S. embassy has 
called on all Americans to 
leave the country and the 
U.N. wants to pull out non- 
essential staff. 

Sources close to ousted 
Hutu President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya, holed up at 
the U.S. Ambassador’s resi- 
dence since shortly before 
the army coup, said his wife 
Paskazi Minani Ntibantun- 
ganya would leave on one 
of the two Sabena flights. 

They said she would trav- 
el on to Switzerland from 
Brussels on what they 
described as a previously 
arranged trip abroad. 

Burundi has been cut off 
from its surrounding 
nations since Friday undCT 
sanctions to force a return to 
civilian rule amid fears of 
genocide on a scale similar 
to that in Rwanda in 1994. 

More than 150.000 people 


have been killed in Burundi 
in three years of massacres 
and war between minoriiy 
Tutsis and ethnic Huius. 
who make up 85 per cent of 
its 5.6 million people. 

But seven U.N. World 
■food Programme (WFP) 
trucks loaded with 210 
tonnes of beans left Isaka, 
Tanzania, for Burundi's 
border Tuesday after Tan- 
zania agreed to allow hu- 
manitarian aid to reach Bu- 
rundi. 

The trucks were escorted 
by a Tanzanian customs 
official and would cross 
Wednesday into Burundi, 
where they would be escort- 
ed by troops to the troubled 
nortbem province of Ngozi. 

Ad estimated 30D.000 
people in Burundi depend 
on WFP food. 

Some 2.000 tonnes of aid 
for refugees and displaced 
people in Burundi and Zaire 
were blocked at Tanzania's 
port of Kigoma on Lake 
Tanganyika with 3.000 
tonnes in Oar Es Salaam 
and Isaka. 

WFP officials said the 
agency had more than a 
month of food supplies 
stockpiled in- Burundi but 
fuel shortages were critical. 

Officials said Burundi's 
national soccer squad at the 
last minute cancelled plans 
to leave for Brussels Tues'- 
day en route to the Central 
African Republic for an 
A/rican Natron's Cup match 
postponed last weekend 
because of its failure lo 
arrive. 

They said the team would 
not travel as it had been 
unable to obtain transit vi- 
sas for the players to over- 
night in Paris. 


School children narrowly avoid 
Soweto plane crash; 2 injured 


JOHANNESBURG 
(AFP) — Dozens of 
school children bad a 
nairow escape Tuesday 
when a light aircraft 
crashed into a soccer 
field in (be sprawling 
Soweto township, injur- 
ing the pilot and a pas- 
senger. police and wit- 
nesses said. 

Police spokesman Go- 
vindsamy Mariemuthoo 
said the plane, a Cessna 
172B, experienced en- 


Tbe pilot, Riaan Bas- 
son. and a single passen- 
ger. Ale.x De Klerk were 
taken to a local clinic, 
and pronounced in satis- 
factory condition. Mr. 
Mariemuthoo added. 

Winnie Mpitsi, a local 
resident who witnessed 
the crash said she saw the 


plane plunge erratically 
from the sky, then scrane 


from the sky, then scrape 
across the field as cml- 


l UD, expcnenceo en- 
gine problems and was 
forced to crash land on 


dren were playing soccer. 
"AJl [he kids wmo were 


torced to crash land on 
the dusty sports field near 
Veritas High School in 
Diepkloof. a middle- 
income section of the 
township outside Johan- 
nesburg. 


playing football ran away 
when It hit the ground, ' 
Ms. Mpitsi said. 

The plane, which had 
its nose and engine 
extensively damaged by 
the crash, was hired to 
Coin Security, an ar- 


moured money transport 
firm, to do surveillance 
for money transport vehi- 
cles travelling through 
the township. 

An employee of the 
company said Mr. Bas- 
son had not worked for 
the company for long, 
although the company 
used planes on a regular 
basis . 

Following the crash, 
which also took place 
close to a marketplace, 
schoolchildren and shop- 
pers excitedly gathered 
around police and civil 
aviation officials who 
were investigating the 
incident. 


Polish zoo seeks 
home for happy 
hippos 


Murderer’s muesli 
court victory costs 
prison a packet 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Prison Service faced a bill 
for an estimated £2,000 
(S3. 100) after a convicted 
murderer took it to court 
over a packet of muesli. 
Noel Brown sued over his 
prison shop's refusal to 
honour a 25 pence (38 
cents) money-bock offer on 
rhe product. Mr. Brown, 
28. who is serving a life 
sentence, at Littlehey Pri- 
son in Cambridgeshire, 
eastern England, won the 
case and was aw'orded the 
25 pence in compensation. 
But the prison, which had 
argued that honouring spe- 
cial offer vouchers would 
involve too much adminis- 
imtion. was ordered to pay 
legal costs, about £1.000 
for each side. The court de- 
cision will not change shop 
policy. 


Falklands War 
veteran found in 
asylum 


Guzzling zoo 
animals star in 

Guinness auction 

N^YORK(R) — erhris- 
tie's East Monday started 
displaying a large personal 
collection of advertising 
related to Irish brewer 
Guinness, ranging from 60- 
year-old posters to ceram- 
ic. b(X)Zy zoo flnimflls, to 
be auctioned next month. 
Briton Ian Livingston re- 
cently decided that the col- 
lection of several hundred 
items had overtaken his 
life, said Christie's spokes- 
woman Jill Potierton. Mr. 
Livingston, a games inven- 
tor. will keep only one 
item: A (juinness Imp that 
started his collection pas- 
sion 20 years ago. 


pusiti 



WARSAW (R) — Warsaw 
Zoo has two hippos too 
manv and is so desperate to 
find'ihem a good home that 
it is appealing in the press 
for a trulv exceptional ani- 
mal lover. 'To adopt a hip- 
popotamus. cal) 619 7775," 
Gazeta Wyboreza daily's 
Warsaw section advertised 
on the zoo's behalf Mon- 
day. The animals' father 
will no longer allow the 
two. aged one and three 
years. ~to stay in their 
cramped city-centre pond 
but other zoos are reluctant 
to house male hippopota- 
mi. Ideally, the zoo would 
like some donor to help 
enlarge its own hippo en- 
closure. but barring that it 
hopes to find someone 
willing to spend up to $250 
a month to maintain a 
hippo throughout its 40 
years of life. The hippos 
need a large pool and the 
water neecb regular chang- 
inc and heating during 
Poland's icy winter. "They 
are very pleasant and mild, 
and they won't do anyone 
any harm if they are well- 
trained." said Ewa Zboni- 
kowska, head of the zoo's 
education department. 


: d»> w» 


BUENOS AIRES, Argen- 
tina (R) — An Argentine 
sailor missing and pre- 
sumed dead after his ship 
was suzik by a British sul^ 
marine in the Falklands 
War in 1982. has turned up 
in a mental asylum 14 
years later, his family said 
Monday. Oscar Moniegros- 
so. now 34, was found by 
his mother in the Montes 
De Oca Asylum near Bue- 
nos Aires, where he was 
listed as "NN" — No 
Name. Elvira Montegrosso 
had kept up the search for 
her son and bad heard that 
he might be at the asyluoL 
Television pictures showed 
him sitting in the sun with 
other inmates, apparently 
unaware of all the fuss. Mr. 
Montegrosso's family in 
his home town in Santa Fe 
province said he disap-, 
peared in the sinking of the 
cruiser Gen. Belgrano 
when it was outside ctisput- 
ed waters and heading for 
home. Hospital director Dr. 
Alberto De Souches said 
Mr. Montegrosso had been 
there for 2-1/2 years, never 
spoke and was being treat- 
ed as a "serious mental 
retard" — possibly due to 
post-traumatic stress <tisor- 
der. or from injuries during 
the attack on his ship. 
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World News 


Jordan Hines, Wednesday, August 14, 1996 



w^ves to the crowd as be prepares to address the evening session of the Republican 
^*®”**“y* Powell’s speech concluded the first day of the four^lay convention (Reuter 


S. Korea orders clemency 
for ex-associates of Roh 


SEOUL (Rj — South Korea, which is 
preparing to commemorate the 5 1st anni- 
versary of liberation from Japanese rule, 
said Tuesday it would restore the civil 
rigfars of several former aides to disgraced 
ex-President Roh Tae-Woo. 

A Justice Ministry spokesman said the 
government would ^so free 5$6 prisoners 
Thursday, marking the end of Japan's harsh 
1910-45 colonial rule over the Korean 
peninsula. 

Among those benefiting from the clemen- 
cy was Kim Chong-Hwi. Mr. Roh's former 
chief secretary for security and foreign 
affairs. 

Mr. Kim was sentenced to a suspended 
jail term of three years earlier this year for 
accepting 230 inillion won (S282,CKX)) in 
bribes linked to state arms procurements. 

Another prominent figure included in the 
clemency order was Rhce Yong-Man, who 
was convicted this year of twng bribes 
from u commercial bank while serving as 
finance minister during Mr. Roh's rule. 


released with suspended sentences are 
barred from voting or running for public 
office. 

But the order by the goverraem of Pre- 
sident Kim Young-Sam, a vociferous anti- 
graft crusader since his iitauguration in 
February 1993, drew criticism from opposi- 
tion quarters. 

“All of those included in this clemency 
and restoration of civil rights are master- 
minds of ma^ive corruption,” the main 
opposition National Congress for New 
Politics said in a statement. 

By granting clemency to those power- 
faun^ criminals, the govemmem proves 
tiiat its anti-graft drive is simply a political 
show, not aimed at real reform.” 

A spokesman for the United Liberal 
Democrats Party also denounced the move, 
saying South Korea *Tias become a country 
with no social justice and true spirit of law.” 

Mr. Roh, detained last November on 
charges of accepting hundreds of millions 
of dollars in bribes during his 1988-93 


Mr.' Rbee escaped imprisonnient .in May term, now awaits sentencing 

■ 2-1^ - 


when an appeals court suspended his 
year jail sentence. 

The civil rights of former Trade Minister 
Ahn Byoog-Hwa will also be reinstated. 
Mr. Ahn. a former president of the state-run 
Korea Electric Power Corp. was sentenced 
to three years in jail in 19^ on corruption 
charges. He was released in a si^cial 
Liberation Day pardon a year ago. 

Without the official clemency, those freed 
before completing their prison terms or 


Last week state ptosecutors deifianded a 
life sentence for Mr. Roh, who has also 
been charged with mutiny and treason 
stemnung from a 1979 military coup and an 
army massacre the following year of pro- 
democracy protesters in the city of 
Kwangju. 

They seek the death penalty for Mr. Roh's 
predecessor. Chun Dc» Hwan, on charges 
of masterminding the coup and the mas- 
sacre. 


Sri Lankan battle drags on; 
Tigers deny bombing temple 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Long-range fighting 
raged in northern Sri Lanka Tuesday 
between government forces and Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas as the rebels denied bomb- 
ing a Hindu temple in the eastern town of 
Batticaioa, officials said. 

Security forces fired mortar bombs and 
artillerv against positions of the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) as sporadic 
fitting killed five people throughout the 
island's embattled northeast, the military 
said. 

The LTTE offered stiff resist^ce to the 
military advance against their political 
headquarters at the town of Kilinochchi and 
one soldier died in an overnight Tiger mor- 
tar attack, officials said. 

Defence sources confirmed that ferocious 
counter-attacks by the Tigers had bogged 
down government soldiers despite the use 
of artillery' guns and close air sui^K>n from 
helicopter gunships and Kfir supersonic 
jets. 

The Tigers had said that aerial bomlwd- 
ments had reduced Kilinochchi to rubble 
with virtually every concrete stnicture dam- 
aged. Some 200.000 civilians in the area 

have fled ftirther sou±wards. 

Official figures show that 51 soldiers 
were killed and 70 wounded in the battle tor 
Kilinochchi. The military estimates that 
ntore than 300 rebels were killed. However, 
the Tigers said they lost only 51 fighters 
killed. , 

Civil administrators m the "^''5 

said that at least 25 civili^ were Wled and 
more than 1(X) wounded in the fighting 
Some 200,000 people have also been 


made homeless. 

A government spokesman said the LTTE 
was bolding up trucks in areas under their 
control and preventing the transport of 
essential food and medicine to the refugees. 

‘They are creating food sborrages by not 
allowing lorries to come over to (the gov- 
ernment-held town of) Vavuniya to take the 
food stocks,” a government spokesman 
said. ‘'Hgers are using food as a weapon.” 

In a statement from their London office, 
the LTTE Tuesday denied that they carried 
out a bomb attack against a Hindu temple in 
the eastern coastal town of Batticaloa 
Sunday, wounding 34 devotees and four 
policemen. 

*This is a heinous act by the Sri Lankan 
security forces to terrorise the people,” the 
LTTE statement said. 

The military blamed the LTTE for the 
bomb attack, which came during a festival 
at the Hindu temple. 

“The Tigers are trying to destabilise the 
area and that is why they resort to this type 
of attack to create a freling of insecurity 
among the people.” a military spokesman 
here said. 

Troops established control over the east- 
ern region four years ago. confining the 
rebels to the northern province. However, 
with the fall of the guetriUas' northern 
citadel of Jaffna, the militants have stepped 
up attacks in the east. 

More than 50,Q(X) peop le have been killed 
in fighting in the LTTE’s protracted cam- 
paign for a separate state over the past 23 
years. 


Taiwan plays down leader’s U.S. stopover 
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TAIPEI (Rj — Taiwan Tuesday played 
down Vice President Lien Ch^’s tran^t 
stay in the United Suies, which has nl^ 
Beijing, and reaffirmed that there 
no public activities for Mr. Lien m New 

^“This is a simple transit in Ne* 

Vice President Lien will take a rest m New 
York to adjust to time differences, Taiw^ 
government spokesman Su Chi 
Wk. Mr. Su’s comments were broadcast 
on state-funded radio in Taipei. 

Mr. Lien is scheduled to leave New York 
Wednesday to anend the fhe 

Duration of Leonel Fernandez 
Dominican Republic, one of only 31 coun- 


tries that recognise Taiwan instead of 
China. 

have a very very simple schedule in 
New York. It is purely personal," Mr. Su 
said on the radio. 

China has opposed the stopover, urging 
Washington “to honour the solemn commit- 
ment it has made on the question of Taiwan 
so as to prevent new damages frcmi occur- 
ring in Sino-U.S. relations.” 

Mr. Lien, who doubles as Taiwan’s pre- 
mier after he was elected Wee president in 
March, was greeted by James Wood, chair- 
man of the /mierican Institute in Taiwan, in 
Newaiic. New Jersey, a short drive from 
New York City, the radio said. 


Street 
violence 
flares 
anew in 
Seoul 


SEOUL (AFP) — Fresh 
clashes broke out here 
Tuesday as students tried 
to march to the truce vil- 
lage of Panraunjom in an 
attempt to welcome North 
Korean counterparts for an 
outlawed pro-unification 
rally here, witnesses said. 

At least seven riot police- 
men were injured when 
some 600 radicals battled 
with police near a subway 
station on tee unification 
road leading to Panmun- 
jom in tee demilrtarlzed 
zone dividing the Koreas. 

South Korea forbids such 
contact and roads to Pan- 
munjom were under hea\7 
security Tuesday. 

Two South Korean stu- 
dents who defied threats of 
arrest and flew last week to 
Norte Korea were to have 
returned home via Pan- 
munjom along with Norte 
Koreans for tee rally, but 
their homecoming was 
postponed until Wednes- 
day. 

The marchers, mostly 
from tee southwestern city 
of Kwangju, wielded metal 
pipes and hurled rocks and 
firebombs, shattering tee 
windows of 15 police vehi- 
cles. Police fired volleys of 
teaigas and brandished 
clubs. 

Clashes also erupted in at 
least three places outside 
Yonsei University in west- 
ern Seoul and outside 
Dong-Guk University in 
central Seoul, causing traf- 
fic snarls. 

Four other universities, 
including Seoul National 
University, reported rallies 
by students numbering bet- 
ween 5(X) and l.OIX) each, 
who later converged on the 
Yonsei University by brea- 
king through police lines. 

An estimated lO.iXX) left- 
ist students assembled on 
tee Yonsei Univesity cam- 
pus for tee annual pio-uni- 
ficatiou rallies and confer- 
ences marking tee 31st an- 
niversary of liberation 
from J^ianese colonial 
rule Thursday. 

On Monday, scores of 
people were also injured in 
clashes between the stu- 
dents and riot police. 

The violence came after 
riot police, armed with 
teargas launchers, shields 
and clubs, sealed off the 
university to prevent leftist 
students from holding tee 
rallies, outlawed as pro- 
Pyongyang by Seoul. 

Press reports said that 
18,(XX) riot police troops 
have been deployed here, 
including 6,(X)0 around 
Yonsei University. 

Students later said two 
South Korean students 
who flew to Pyongyang 
last week in defiance of 
their own government 
would return a day late 
Wednesday because of tee 
police obstruction. 


U.S. Republican Party 
gets boost from Powell 


SAN DIEGO (R) -7- Re- 
publicans basked Tuesday 
in the glow of the man ma- 
ny wanted to run for presi- 
dent, retired General Colin 
PoweU, as their slickly 
packaged convention un- 
leashed a drumbeat attack 
on President Bill Qinton. 

“It was a great night. We 
got off to a good stan,”- 
presidential candidate Bob 
Dole said happily after tee 
fust convention session pro- 
moted an image for voters 
of a party wite open arms 
promising new and vision- 
ary leadership for Anserica. 

The second day Tuesday 
features a keynote address 
by Congresswoman Susan 
MoUnari of New York and 
an appearance by House 
Speal^ Newt Gingrich, 
leader of a “Republican rev- 
olution” that seized bote 
houses of Congress from 
the Democrats two years 
ago. 

But it was new Repub- 
lican recruit Gen. Powell, 
speaking far longer than 
others at tee conventioii, 
who brought cheering dele- 
gates to their feet as he 
recounted his roots in a 
black immigrant family and 
bis rise to commander of 
U.S. military forces. 

“1 come before you this 
evening as a retired soldier, 
a fellow citizen who has 
lived the American dream to 
the fullest As someone who 
believes in tiiat dream and 
wants that dream to become 
reality for every American," 
said Gen. Powell. 

“At the same time let us 
never step back from com- 
passion,** be lectured the 
nearly 2, (XX) delegates, who 
are overwhelmingly white 
and perhaps more conserva- 
tive than many in their 

“The message teat we 
roust convey to tee Ame- 
rican people is that we fight 
for welfare reform. We fight 
for health care refonn and 
other reforms not just to 
save money, but because we 
believe there are better 
ways to take care of Ame- 
ricans in need than the ex- 
hausted programmes of the 



Former first lady Nancy Reagan addresses an evening 
session of the Republican National Convention after a 
video tribute to her husband, former President Ronald 
Reagan was shown Monday at the San Diego 
Convention Centre (Reuter photo) 


past.” 

There were scattered boos 
when Gen. Powell men- 
tioned his suppon for a 
woman’s right to on abor- 
tion and for affirmative ac- 
tion programmes to help 
miaorities. 

Earlier, the convention 
passed a platform opposed 
to abortion, and a Los 
Angeles Tmes poll indicat- 
ed teat 65 per cent of tee 
delegates were against affir- 
mative action. 

Sen. Dole watched Gen. 
Powell's speech on televi- 
sion and applauded when 
the retired general add- 
ressed tee gathering as “my 
fellow Republicans.’* 

“That’s what they want to 


hear,’* he said 

Leaving tee convention 
hall Mr. Gingrich shook 
Gen. Powell's liand, con- 
gratulating him on his rous- 
ing speech. 

Delegates were delighted 
with the speech. “I don't ag- 
ree with him on two points, 
but so what We can dis- 
agree and still be in tee 
same family.” said James 
MeoU of Worcester, Mas- 
sachusetts. 

“He's going to be tee first 
black president and I am 
glad he is a Republican,” 
said one Norte Dakota 
woman delegate. 

The convention’s first day 
also saw a rear-wrenching 
tribute to former President 


Ronald Reagan by his wife 
Nancy. 

Mr. Reagan, who suffers 
from Alzheimer’s di.sease, 
was not present. 

The first session saw tee 
start of what is sure to be a 
steady attack on Mr. Clinton 
during tee four-day conven- 
tion. 

Former President Gerald 
Ford took a side swipe at 
both the legal troubles that 
have hit some of Mr. 
Clinton's business associ- 
ates and his luck of militar}’ 
serx’ice by saying tee coun- 
try needed “a leader of prin- 
cipled. proven integrity' ... u 
commander-in-chief who 
has earned his .salutes, a 
president who would rather 
tackle tough problems than 
talk.” 

Some of the toughest crit- 
icism came from former 
President George Bush, tee 
man Mr. Clinron defeated 
four years ago, who said,”it 
breaks my heart when the 
White House is demeaned, 
the presidency itself dimin- 
ished. 

“Bob Dole as president 
will treat tee White House 
with respect, his staff will 
be beyond even the appear- 
ance of impropriety and in 
tee process he will increase 
respect for the United States 
of America across tee 
world,” he said. 

Delegates were keeping a 
wary eye on tee polls. 

A USA Today/CNN sur- 
vey said Sen. Dole had cut 
tee huge gap wite Mr. 
Clinton and was now only 
nine points behind tee pres- 
ident thanks largely to his 
selection of former con- 
gressman and football star 
Jack Kemp as his running 
mate. 

But an ABC Television 
tracking poll released Mdn- 
day evening still had Sen. 
Dole 19 points behind Mr. 
Clinton — a gap that no 
challenger has overcome in 
modem times. 

The survey measured no 
noticeable benefit for Sen. 
Dole since he named Mr. 
Kemp to tee ticket Saturday. 


Indonesian activists to be charged with subversion 


JAKARTA (R) — The Indonesian militaiy said Tuesday 
some of tee 10 activists arrested this week over last monte’s 
riots in Jakarta would be charged with subversion. 

Budiman Sudjatmiko. head of tee People's Democratic 
Party (PRD), and oine other activists from the group, which 
has be«n blamed for tee July 27 riots, were taken into cus- 
tody Sunday and early Monday. 

President Suharto has accused tee PRD of attempting to 
topple the government under tee guise of a pro-democracy 
movement. 

“We are going to await developments in the investigation, 
but of course there would be some of them who will be 
charged with subversii^” military spoilsman Brigadier- 
General Amir Syariffudin told Reuters. 

Subversion carries tee death penalty in Indonesia. 

Gen. Syariffudin gave no other details and did not say 
where tee activists were being detained. 

The government has already charged an independent 
la^ur leader wite subversion in tee wake of tee riots, tee 
worst violence in the city for more than two decades. 

Munir, a spokesman for the Legal Aid Institute, told 
Reuters most of tee PRD activists would be charged wite 
subversion. He said the summons issued by tee police to 
some people spearing as witnesses stated 1^. Sudjatmiko 
and his colleagues were involved in subversive action. 

Authorities have questioned several opposition leaders, 
including tee ousted leader of the Indonesian Derrjcratic 
Party (PDl) Megawati Sukarnoputri, as part of investiga- 
tions into tee riots. 

The riots erupted after police stormed tee PDl headquar- 
ters and evicted Ms. Megawati supporters, who had barri- 
caded themselves inside to prevent tee takeover of the 
building by a government-backed party faction. 

The government has said tee PRD infiltrated supporters 


of MS. Megawati, daughter of Indonesia’s late founding 
President Sukarno. 

Meanwhile newspapers reported Tuesday that President 
Suharto's son-in-law, Brigadier-General Pr^wo Subianto, 
has been promoted to major-general, tee youngest officer in 
tee Indonesian military to attain tee rank. 

Military spokesmen were not available for confirmation. 

Gen. lYabowo, 45, who heads the elite Special Forces 
(Kopassus) section of the military, will continue in teat 
post, but tee division has been enlarged, newspapers said. 

“The decree on Gen. Prabowo's promotion has been 
signed and he will officially become tee permanent chief of 
Kopassus.” army chief General Hartono was quoted as say- 
ing by tee Jakarta Post. 

Merdeka newspsq>er said Gen. Prabowo would soon 
report to armed forces chief General Feisal Tanjung to for- 
mally take up tee appointment. 

Gen. Prabowo is married to Suharto’s second daughter 
Siti Hediati Hariadi. Mr. Suharto, a former army general, 
has ruled Indonesia with an iron grip since tee mid-1960s. 

Gen. Prabowo is credited wite successfully leading a 
Kopassus operation in May to release a group of 
Indonesians and Europeans held hostage by separatist 
rebels in Irian Jaya, on the western half of New Guinea 
Island. 

Two Indonesian hostages were killed by their captors, but 
three Indone.<nans, four Britons and two Germans escaped 
after the special forces launched tee operation. 

The Jakarta Post said the elite forces were restructured 
from three groups to five in June. It gave no other details. 

“Prabowo has attracted great attention not only because 
he is President Suharto's son-iu-law but he is viewed as a 
fast rising star in the military,” tee Post said. 


Spinola, key figure in Portugal’s 1974 coup, dies 


USBON (R) — Marshal 
Antonio De Spinola, tee 
monocled colonial war hero 
who became Portugal’s first 
president after tee 1974 rev- 
olution, died after a respiia- 
toiy illness in a Lisbon hos- 
pital early Tuesday, officials 
said. He was 86. 

Spinola, a hero of Portu- 
gal’s long African colonial 
wars, bet^e the first pres- 
ident of the new Portugal 
bom of tee April 25 coup by 
young officers in 1974. 

Hve months liUer he 
resigned in protest against 
the leftist policies of the 
then ruling military junta 
and plans for the r^id dis- 
memberment of Pcntugal’s 
colonial empire. 

He fled to Brazil after 
being accused of involve- 
ment in an abortive right- 
wing coup in March 1975, 


and was stripped of his rank , 
of reserve general and 
expelled from tee army. 

But be returned to 
Portugal in August 1976. 
was reinstated wite the rank 
of marshal and joined the 
Council of State which 
advises tee president of the 
republic. 

Spinola’s book Portugal 
And The Future, published 
in February 1974, helped 
trigger the democratic revo- 
lution two months later. 

The book proposed a 
political rather than military 
solution to tee long and 
costly war Portugal had 
waged against guerrillas in 
its African colonies. 

In the book, tee craggy- 
faced former cavalry officer 
called for tee African terri- 
tories of Portuguese Gui- 
nea, Angola and Mozam- 


bique to join a federal struc- 
ture in which they would 
have almost equal status 
with Portugal. 

Spinola did not go so far 
as to advocate indepen- 
dence for tee territories. 
Nevertheless his views were 
political dynamite to the 
then government led by 
President Amcrico Thomaz 
and Prime Minister Marcelo 
Caetano, which dismissed 
Spinola from hi& post as 
deputy chief of the armed 
forces general staff. 

The tesmissal provoked a 
major militaiy and political 
crisis which put Spinola at 
the centre of power in Lis- 
bon and launched a new era 
in which Portuguese leaders 
promised democracy after 
nearly half a century of au- 
thoritarian right-wing rule. 

The young officers who 


staged tee .April 25 coup 
installed Spinola as bead of 
a seven-man militaty junta 
of national salvation. He 
assumed power on May IS, 
1974. 

In its early days tee new 
government disbanded tee 
hated secret police, Ireed 
political prisoners, allowed 
political exiles to return to 
Portugal, and abolished 
press censorship. 

in Africa. Portuguese Gui- 
nea gained independence as 
Guinea-Bissau, and Muzam- 
bique and Angola were sci on 
the road 10 self government. 

Antonio Sebostioo Ribeiro 
De Spinola was bum in Es- 
cremoz, south Poriugul. on 
April 1 1, 1910, the son of an 
inspector-general of finance 
during the 40-yeor dictatorship 
of Antonio De Oliveira Salazar. 
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Over with the subsidies 

WHETHER IT is a calculated political risk or 
an outright political gamble that tihe state took 
on Monday by lifting direct subsidies on food 
and animal feed prices vnthout waiting in vain 
for a consensus to emerge on tackling die issue 
is not an unimportant question in Jordan today. 
But it seems to be more important to poUtical 
punditSy government watchers and government 
detractors than to the government itself. What 
seems to have been the question for the prime 
minister and his team all along was not 
whether a decision to h'ft the subsidies had to be 
taken but rather how it would be least painftil 
for fellow Jordanians when actually implement- 
ed. Ihe quintessential need for making the 
decision was never in contentiony as far as the 
government — and dare we say many others as 
well — was concerned. For only thiDugh tak- 
ing the last dose of the IMF-prescribed medi- 
cine was there going to be a true economic 
recovery, or any recovery at all, painful and 
agonising as the whole pn^yamme, and not 
Just the last step, indeed was. 

The prime minister’s courage and determina- 
tion to do what he believes Is in the best interest 
of Jordan cannot be overlooked either by foes 
or friends. The opposition parties and those 
who joined ranks with them in resisting this 
particular change, should at least acknowledge 
and recognise the fact that Mr. Kabariti was 
willing to put both his political career and the 
fate of his government on the line in order to do 
what is right for the country. The oppodtion 
its alte^jdn'Ae other ban^<^ da%for 
-qfemselv«/;th high ground, but nodimg 

l^ey could^y or do woidd deter him from por- 
s^ng the goal of seeing the economic recovery 
programme to its logical conclusion and suc- 
cessful end. 

Be that as it may, we now have a new situation 
to grapple with. One where there might no 
longer be a cross-party, general framework 
agreement on the IMF-prescribed programme 
(as has been evident from the emergence of the 
24-member *^otal opposition” group and the 
other 32-member ‘*half-way, compromise” com- 
mittee in the Lower House); where more and 
bigger socio-economic problems pose them- 
selves; where real hardships by the poor and 
needy amongst us can be faced; and where, at 
the same time, Jordan can b^n to reap the' 
fhiits of die bai^ work that it has done in order 
to stand on its own feet, meet its commitments 
and have excellent relations with the rest of the- 
world. 

The government, we think, took the right 
decision under the circumstances, for even if 
there are problems and obstacles on the way, 
the end result is that Jordan will have succeed- 
ed in ^udng its foreign debts and corrected 
basic structural -di^ormities in its economy, 
with all this entails in fighting corruption, waste 
and smuggling. 

But while Mr. Kabariti himself deserves to be 
praised for his persistence and consistency, and 
above all congratulated on the most valuable 
support that he received from His Majesty the 
King in this endeavour, the government can Ul^ 
afford to relax now that the decision has been 
made and implemented. The authorities need to 
monitor the implementation of the decision for 
any loopholes remaining in the compensation 
and the new pricing ^sterns. In this regard, a 
mechanism for receiving complaints, verifying 
them and taking corrective action should be put 
in motion, as indeed has been proposed through 
a joint government-parliamentary committee. 

More importantly, the government needs to 
build on its bold decision and move to correct 
other imbalances in the economy. Based on the 
experience with bread and fodder and other 
basic commodities, the government should 
gradually but surely puU out from all strictly 
private-sector activity. The government has 
taken some modest steps in that direction but 
many more are needed if the economy is to fully 
recover. Furthermore, it is with government 
bureaucracy and the l^al system that reform 
should follow. And that will be neither a new 
nor easy undertaking. The first Royal 
Commission to reform civil service was formed 
in 1982. Numerous committees have since been 
formed, but without any tangible results. 
Likewise with the delivery of justice in our 
countiy. No more time can be wasted if the 
moves towards effective economic and social 
policies are to be fruitful. 

Surely a government that can lift bread subsi- 
dies and emerge intact could carry still wore 
reforms. Monday’s resolution was a giant step. 
Will we see more steps in the right direction? 


Our continuing dialogue with Clinton 


ON AUG. 6 1 bad the privilege k> lead a delegation 
of Arab American leaders to a meeting wiib 
President Bill Clinton and officials of the National 
Swurity Council (NSQ in tbe Roosevelt Room of 
tile White House. 

Our discussion witii tiie president was preceded 
1^ a longer exchange betn^ our ddi^ation and 
Samuel Beiger, Depu^ Astistam to tbe president 
for National Security A£^, and MaA Parris, 
special assistant to tbe president and director of the 
NCS’s office for Near East and South Asian 
Afiairs. Ibe prerident iboi joined the meeting for 
tbenextSOmiontes. 

While tbe entire session was “off the leconT 
and, tbetefoie, precludes tiie use of diect quotes, 
at a press coofereoce fctilowing the meeting, 
attended 21 of tbe Arab American leaders, we 
imanimo iisly agreed fbat the president was <^iea 
and sincere in his conunoits wp were at once 
impressed by the d^th of his undeistaodiag of Our 
concerns and pleased by his commiliaeot to work 
with our coaummipr. 

During ti)e.90 minute meeting, we raised sever- 
al issues, incinding: 

Our concern for tbe- fiitiire of the peara 
process in the walre of die election -of Beoyantin 
N^anyahu — especially en^ibasising our con- 
cerns over tbe possSnitty of new settlement and 

cottstniction, Israeli policies in Jeru^em, 
and the deepening hardships endm^ by 
Palestinians as a result tbe continuing ecooom- 
ic blockade of the West Bank and Gaza. 

— Our and cootinuiDg hurt over tbe failure 
of tile administration to respond adequately to the 
sufifetiDg experienced by die people of Lebanon 
chiiing tbe loaeli a^ault in April, and our concern 
that Isael was acten^iting to use Lebanon as a bar- 
gaining chip in tbe negotiating process. 

— Our concern with the dday in reaching an 
agreement to in^leinecit UJ^. Security Cc^il 
Resolution 986 and tbe continuing bard^p the 
people of li^. We made clear tiiat we did not want 
to see tbe regioie of Saddam Hussein benefit from 
jhe. situation, but we hoped that assistance could 
be fonheoming to tbe innocent people of that 
country. 

— Our concern that anti-tenorism legislation 
might be used to unfairly target law-abiding mem- 
bers of the Anti) American ^ American Muslim 
communities. 

— Our concern wi± the growing anti-immigrant 
sentiment in the Congress reflected in both tbe 
recently passed Welfme Reform legislation and 
currently debated immigration reform InlL Both 
could have a negative inpact denying social 
service benefits to legal immigrants to the U.S. 

Following a detaQ^ and tbou^tfiil disenssioo, 
we left tiie meeting assured that foe adrninistration 
understood these concerns aai cmifident that they 
were woddng to resolve' them. 

This meeting was d a cootincring difdogue 

foat- this- admimstxation has had wifo- 'A^ - 
Americans. -iUs dialogue has included two @coip - 
meetings with the president, a tnmiber of private 
discDSSKXis foac many of us have had wifo the 
president during (he past several monfos, meetings 
wkh foe vice-pr^d^t, cabinet members aixl foe 
president's naticmal security staff, and an 
exchange d letters between myself and foe pieri- 
deoL 

While noc at liberty to dinsedy quote the coxn- 
mems made on August sixth by either President 
Clinton or Mr. Berger, 1 can foaie several obser- 
vations about their responses to our concerns 
culled from our own continuing dialogue. 

1) I^lestinians and the peace process 
The administration lemains ctxnmined to tbe 
establishment of a just, lasting and comprehensive 
peace. In no way has their policy changed as a 
result of foe recent elections in Israel. In fact, they 
ate woridog to press tbe Netanyahu government to 


move fcxwaid and to honour all the commitments 
that the Israeli govennoem has made to tbe 
Palestinians in Oslo I and n. 

They are following closely foe intonal discus- 
sions and manoeuvring taking place within foe 
new Israeli govetnmg coalition. While waiy of 
extremist elemeats tbtt to set back foe peace 

process, th^ also see some positive signs in recent 
weeks. 

There is a sense that' some of what the 
Netanyahu government is saying and doing is for 
domestic consumpto in IstaeL At the same time 
there are some positive statements that have been 
maA» with t efereDc e to hooouripg foe Oslo-agtee- 
ments and casing foe economic hardship of tbe 
p^tioiaas. And even though some negaive 
statements have been made r^arding Jerusalem 
and settlements, these have yet to be followed up 
by specific negative actions. 

Isi^ has Ira told on a number of occasioos, 
booh publicly and ptii^ly, foat foe Clinton 
admin^tration views seaHements as an obstacle to 
peace — an unhelp^ iii 4 >edimeiit and possibly 
provoc^ve. 

With regard to Jerusalem, tbe administxation has 
repeated its position foat no action should be taken 
tiik would be provocative or might disrupt foe 
peace process. 

Even foougb this year's Democratic Party 
Platfonn repeats the position taken in 1992 that 
“Jerusalem is foe c^tal of foe state of Israel,” foe 
White House has authorised its spdcespeo;de to 
respond to questions regarding tbe platform by 
noting foat while tins may be foe position taken 1^ 
the party, the president's position remains 
unchangi^ That potion is: 

“Jeru^lem is (me of die most sensitive and 
vol^ile issues in tbe peace process. I remain con- 
vinced thk it is UDv^ for foe United States to 
take actions that could be imeiixeted as ptejwiic- 
ing inattors, such as Jerusalem, which Israel and 
foe Palestinians themselves have formally agreed 
to discuss only in the context of direct, permanent 
status oegotiations.” 

Ai tbe same time, tbe administration continues to 
press for an end to tbe blockade of the Palestinian 
autonomous tenitories and is uigjng donor coun- 
tries to be more forthcoming in provitfing needed 
economic assistance to tbe Palestinian Authority. 

hi a very telling comment made before a gatha- 
ing of ed^c leaders who met at foe White House 
last month, the president expressed his feeling 
^ut both the new paradigm established by foe 
peace funcess and die need to |xovide greater help 
to foe Arabs who have made peace. He saul, 
'^...foete's a peace i^ess going. But there ace still 
desperate economic problems in Gaza and tbe 
Bank. And as I've told everyone, when this 
peace process started three and a half years ago, 
the Unitied States had ap intexest in die Middle 
Ease wl^ foe BiKh afomnistratioo started the 
Mad^ talks: -But '-we -had an-6bIigarion to the 
security of Israel. Today the United States has an 
interest in peace in tbe Middle East, an obligation 
to die security of Israel, and an obligation to the 
peace-loving Arabs who have snick their necks out 
and risked foeir lives to try to promote tbe peace.” 

2) Lebanon and Syrian tracks 
The adnnnistnitioD has repeatedly made it clear 
that it is strongly ctanmitoed to foe indepeodeDce, 
sovereignty ttuitorial integrity of Lebanon. 
This is tbe first admimstratioo in many years to 
publicly state its commitment to UJ^. Security 
Council Resoluticn 425. The president did so two 
limes in his public comments following his AjxiJ 
meeting with PresideDt HrawL 
The administratioQ says that a prosperous and 
independent Lebanon is necessary for foe prosper- 
ity and stability of the entiFe region. At ^ same 
time, the admimstratiai insists that there must be 
forward movement on both tbe Lebanese and 


Syrian tracks for foe peace [xocess to succeed 

Tbe ftdmimsrfflri fln made an effort since April to 
express its regrets for not having responded in a 
TT Kff e timely and balanced manner to die suffering 
of tbe people in Leban<yn during foe Istueh attack. 

In retrospect, it seems clear that due administra- 
tioo had made, a tactical decision regarding tbe 
Israeli electictes and tbe future of the peace 
process. On a numb er ctf occasions since April 
when speakiqg wifo Arab Americans, foe pteri- 
dent has qxjken of his shock over foe loss of ro 
many lives. Those who p^dpated in 

foe Aug. 6 discussion wifo tbe preside left foe 
maaring coDvinced of foe axinunistratiorL's smceit 
ty in this matter 

3) U.N. Security CoancO Resolution 986 

Wb were txdd foat a decision with regard to 
im plemwiring Resolution 986 was imminent, and 
on foe next d^ (Aug. 7) the U.S. fod in ^ 
armounce it was satisfied wifo tbe monitoring 
provisions and would go forward with q^>roval 
foe oil-for-food resolution. 

. . 4) Anti-terrorism 

Our delegation diaiiked the president for cau- 
tioning media and law-enforcement agai^ jump- 
ing to conclusions after foe TWA Flight 8^ 
tragetiy and die Atlanta bombing. He and others in 
the admifiw tratirm have fiequendy reminded foe 
nation of the unfair accusatfons made against 
Arabs and Muslims in the aftermath d tbe 
Oklahoma City bomlfoig and tbe inq)^ that this 
rush to judgement bad on our community. 

The regular access to foe White House the 
adminisDatioD has continued fo provide to Arab 
Americans and American Muslims had enhanced 
foe s taUTff d both communities and given them 
greater confidence to fonction in the U.S. political 

mflinstrwflm. 

5) Inun^ration 

The president has on a number of occasions $p()- 
ken out i^ainst foe growing anti-immigrant senti- 
ment in the U.S. He oppo^ California proposi- 
tioQ 187. While he did agree to sign tbe Welfare 
Reform bill passed .by foe Congr^, be has made 
clear his intention to have its anti-immigiaDt pro- 
visions ovenumed in the next Congress. The pres- 
ident also has expressed his intention to veto the 
i mmi gr ati on bill that is currently being debated in 
Congress. While supptxting efforts to stem the 
flow of illegal immigiaticm, the administration 
cannot accept legislation that punishes foe chfldeen 
of illegal immigrants by denying them education 
or health care. 

Tbe Aug. 6 meeting wifo the president was pre- 
ceded by a two hour planning meeting that was 
attended Ity 22 of the 25 Arab American partici- 
pants. At ^ meeting we developed our agenda of 
issues pad fbcged'a consensus position on bow to 
^.ffamB our concerns. Given tbe foversity d du 
group, this a significant development The 
success of tins effort gave our delegation a new 
sense of (^)timism about the future of our commu- 
nfty and our ability to woric togefoer as a unified 
pohtical force. 

Tbe 25 Arab Ammcan partienpants were selea- 
ed Ity the White House Office of Public Liaison to 
reflect both ^graphic and political diversity. The 
Arab Americans came from 12 natitmal organisa- 
tioDS and 10 states. In an effort to e.xpand the 
oppcxtQ'nity fex m(xe gitxips and individuals to 
meet tbe president two-tbi^ this ^x)up bad 
not been present at earUer White House meetings. 

This continu^ dialogue wifo foe president aixl 
bis administiation marks a new stage in tiie growth 
of the Arab American community's involvement 
in U.S. political Ufo, one which tbe White House 
appreciates and recognises. It is a development of 
which we are proud, and oo which we are ftagp r to 
build. 


LETTERS 


Constructive 
critidsm required 

To the Editor: 

REGARDING THE articles written by Mr. All 
Kassay in foe Jordan Times 31/7/96 “Flamin' 
Games” and Dl Yusuf Mansur's “Golden 
^tenainment” on 7/8/19^, I find it pathetic and. 
yet (xkOy entertaining to read such articles ftom 
two self-appointed elites, one a colonmist aixl the 
second a I%.D. holder, who t(x>k it upon tbem- 
selves* to be judge and Jury of Jordan Television’s 
(JTV) coverage of foe AdantaOlyn^c Games. ' 
One chose to depict tbe games by geneialisiog 
that “watching other p^Ie playing games is grim 
enough” and by satitismg tbeke who .presented 
them. In the very least, it would have been appre- 
ciated to comment on those games, not for any 
persoi^^g^DS but out of phonal initiative and 
Icive fix events. Meybe Mr; Kassay’s sharp, ' 

omnisdent pen could ad^se JTV on the proper 
cbnduct towards commentaty on sport events 
since he is so gocxl at pointing out his grim 
thoughts on sports in general. W^ baji^Tened to 
credibility through objectivity? Maybe a note of 
“thank you” would be enougii for those so-called 
bad and uneloquent presenters who spent 24 hours 
a day toiling on these games. Perfaa^ such appre- 
ciation does not fit in Mr. Kassay’s vocabulary. 

Certainly not every one of th^ commentators 
has a Pb.-D. nor do they have satellite channels, 
nor are they suave, eloquent and well-versed as tbe 
Europeans whom Nfr. Kassay and Dr. Mansur 
covet. But, we, local viewers, would appredate 
tbe benefit of tbe doubt, foat we like to watch and 
decide what to watch not based on the personal 
preference of these gentlemen. It would have been 
beneficial for the viewers if those two distin- 
guished, dissatisfied and (fiscontented gentleman 
bad been among those few bad commentators 
who, at least, contributed something to tbe games. 
They did not sit in their houses lamenting, but ded- 
icate their time and eoei]^ reponing on tbe 
events. These volunteers certainly deserve our 
appreciati(XL Maybe Mr. Kassay could have 
shared and added his knowledge to that of those 


so-call^ bad (jornmentators instead of criticising, 
translating and satirisiag. 'Where were foe Kassays 
£[nd Mansurs when JTV needed them since they 
seem. to know somucb ahput 7 Ty.cpnmien^i^? 
If tb^ tvk'o elite ^tlemeb aixf'Ofo^ fike titem 
would stop writing and reffain from choking us 
with dteir personal biases and apathy and address 
the issues to foe public we would ali benefit How 
can we progress if we keq) reading about the neg- 
ative without objectivity and due merit? Was t& 
coverage of*the games so negative? Was there 
nothing positive ncx constractive? Beifaaps televis- 
ing foe OJyn^ic Games on JTV was not a giant 
step for manl^ hat certainly it was a small step 
for JTV to be able to televise such an event with 
all it entails. It was an effort to be q)preciate(L 1 
humbly thank the Kassays and tbe Mansurs ^ 
their constructive criticism and suggest the inqiort 
of foreign commentators to please tbe dissatisfied, 
discontented few. 

Nasser Mirxa 
Amman 


Privatisation is the 


solution 


To the Editor: 

. L READ .wifo interest “Tbe story of 
TelecommunicatioDS in Jordan” (Aug. 10, 199^, 
and alfoough we were slow to start ckiwlopment in 
this sector, foe sioiy is certainly one of success. 
Privatisation will definitely prove that we are on 
foe ri^t track, as it has itself to be the most 
effective remedy for any ailing sen'ices sector 
wherever it has been tri^ However, in order to 
succeed, the private sector has to be given a fair 
opportunity to execute its projects witiiout hio- 
<^ce and without being construed as a govern- 
ment department having to atntie by every red-tape 
idea ever ceaxeived. "fte private sector can and 
win do its share provided it is given the freedom to 
move as quidcly md «^cientiy as its capabnities 
allow. 


Regarding J<xdan Mobile Telephcxie Services 
(JMTS), and to set tbe lecond straight, a couple of 
. points must be mentioiied: 

1 . (>ir iietwoik now-cctyera ibe^areas of'Anitiiaa',f 
Salt, Madaba, Zarqa and Aepba. Wh' have also 
introduced coverage to some areas in tbe north, 
especially in and around Triad and Mafiaq, during 
die past month. Tbe coverage will soon expand to 
include tbe Jordan Valley and the areas between 
Amman and Ramtha. We forecast the corrmletion 
of tbe eiq^a^on before foe end of September of 

fois year. This puts us at least one year ahead of tbe 

scbeitole stipulated in our license. 

2. Alfoough our license provides for revenue 
sharing wifo tbe h^nistty of Bnance (20 per cent), 
tbe govemmrat is guaranteed payments totalling 
JD 38 million over the first five years from the 
issuance of the licence, regardless of foe revenue of 
foe company. Of this amount we have already paid 
JD21 mOlioD. 

As foe Telecommunications ReguJaioiy 
Commission, I believe its establishment did not 
come a day too stxm. I trust it has a tremendous 
task ahead of it, one that can be efficiently under- 
taken only if an concerned parties offered their 
support But it is vezy important to mention that by 
law, the mimster of post and telecommumcations is 
the chairman of the board of the commission, and 
at the same time, and also by law, he is the chair- 
man of Telecommunications (^oipararion (T(TC), 
which, technically, from the iocepdcxi of foe coot 
mission, has become an operator to be regulated by 
the commission. This fact makes the transparency 
of the cominisson questionable. 

All in all, we at JMTS are committed to seA^e our 
20,000 subscribers as effidently as possible, pro- 
viding them with a service foal was very much 
iteeded We hope to continue furnishing our ser- 
vices to our subkribers with assistance and support 
from the minister and other govemmeot oigaoisa- 
tioos in tbe coming years. ' 

MithkalAsfour 
General Manager 
Jordan Mobile Iblephone Services 
Amman 
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Give us 
this day 
our daily 
bread 


A CONTROVERSY of 
CQDsideiable iii4)ortance 
appears to have been deci- 
sively resolved yesterday, 
with the announcement that 
foe price of bread- will be 
set henceforth at 250 fiH a. 
kilo. Though I admire deci- 
sive action as a general 
rule, I cannot help lament- 
ing tbe end of the contro- 
versy. We rarely have one 
quite so juicy. You see, 
very offen people^-aie too 
shy to discuss controversial 
topics, and tUngs come to 
pass before one has had the 
opportunity to savour the 
debate. 

With the price of bread, 
things were different 
Everybody bad an opinion, 
and everyone expressed 
himself fr^Iy and wifo elo- 
quence. Taxi drivers talked 
of nothing else while they 
ferzi^ people to and fro. 
Barbers enlightened clients 
with their views as they 
trimmed the straggling rafte 
of hair around bald patches. 
Officials exf^o^ the 
merits of foe move, and, 
disagreeing with 

Shairespeare that a Rose by 
any name smells just as 
sweet, they bestowed on 
the ixice hike tbe novel 
title: “Reorganisation of 

the system of subsidies.” 
But all good things come to 
aq.7 end, which, makes, it 
hnpqrtant tq rgfo in with an 
anal 3 ^s of the possible ouit- 
come of this move, before 
tbe next economic decision 
is announced, causing the 
question of bread prices to 
be deleted from foe collec- 
tive memory banks- 
Now, the average salary 
in Jordan is about JD 100, 
which is around 60% of the 
minimum wage in some 
European countries. In real 
terms, should Mr. 
Householder uses his hon- ' 
estly-eamed salary exclu- 
sively for buying bread, and 
^ven the average family 
size of 6.8 members, each 
member can consume 
about two kilos of bread per 
day, and nothing else, 
wMcb is cooqiatible wifo 
the consumption pattern of' 
many Jordaiuan middle- 
class families even before 
the readjustment This 
being foe case, Jordanians 
mi^t start to n^otiate 
their salaries and be paid 
not in dinars, but in 1 m h- - 
grammes of bread. The 
advantage then is that gov- 
ernment offices will soon 
see foe economic advantage 
of instituting a bakery as 
part of foe accounts depart- 
ment, which will help 
immeasurably the fight 
against unenq)loyment 
In terms of economics, 
the wealth of the country ' 
would be measured in 
terms of a new indicator, 
the Kilo of Bread per Day 
(KBD). The KBD, will 
soon gain interoational 
reco^tion as a more perti- 
nent indicator of wealth in 
Third Wcu'ld economies, 
than many other iudicatois 
adapted finm Western 
economies and based on the 
peculiar consumption pat- 
terns there. In due course, 
the KBD will fbnn ihe 
basis for measuring the rel- 
ative, absolute, and abject 
poverty lines. Such a 
breakthrough ma y be of 
sufficient -- importance to 
earn Jordan its first Nobel 
prize. 

Given all tins, I a^H my 
humble voice to the chorus 
that sings the praises of tbe 
new system of bread subsi- 
dies, as a sagacious move 
which will br ing untold 
benefit to Jordan and 
Jordanians. The problem is 
to convince the other four 
and a half million entizens 
who whinge and moan 
i^iead of looking on the 
bright side of things. 
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image shows the damage caused by the earthquake last year in KobCj Japan, including a toppled 03rover (right) 

Now you can watch Big Brother 


By Edward Hehnore 
and Robin McKie 

TO ISRAEL they are a 
threat to its rocky hold over 
Arab tenitoiy. China is 
upset because its suppres- 
sion in Tibet could be 
exposed, while TUikey fears 
its assaults cm Kurds may 
be revealed. 

Suddenly, commercial 
satellites are r ufflin g 
international feathers. And 
the p^cular focus of this 
fop/ is a new generaiioo of 
privately financed spy 
ixobes, each capable of see- 
ing oiqects only a yard 
across from the depths of 
space. 

In the next few months, 
three of these new-genera- 
tion, high-resolution satel- 
lites are to be blasted into 
space — launches that will 
raise critical issues of 
natimal securi^, individual 
]!dvacy and the public’s 
right to access infonnarion. 

At die heart of the prob- 
lem lies the cold war lecb- 


oology of deep-^ace moni- 
tor^ of Earth, recendy pri- 
vatise by Bill Clinton’s 
administration to m^ntain 
the United Staies’s lead in 
commercial satellite exper- 
tise. The higb-resolution 
sensors of U.S. spy probes 
— whose images were once 
placed before, the eyes of 
security officials only — 
are now to become avail- 
able for anyone with bucks 
to spare. The concept will 
revolutionise public moni- 
toring of tbe environment, 
the scrutinising of peace 
agreements — and the gath- 
ering of television news. 
Experts predict the space 
im^ery industry will be 
woi% ^ billion by 2000. 

Want to pinpoint the 
source of Russian river pol- 
lution spilling into (he 
Baltic? Or do you want a 
picture of a bomb blast that 
military offidals will not let 
you near? No problem. In 
each case, images supplied 
by conq)anjes such as 
EanhWatch, due to launch 


its first spy satellite later 
this summer, and Space 
Imaging loc and Orbimage, 
which are both due to put 
satellites into orbit next 
year, will meet those needs. 

^t’s a technology of free- 
dom for enligbieoed coun- 
tries but a tool of terror for 
closed sodeties,” says Mark 
Breeder, a producer at ABC 
teievisiMi’s Pentagon 
bureau. 

^We’re entering an age of 
transparency and govern- 
ments are uncomfortable 
with it. Those who embr^e 
it will be sQOQger.” 

What is causing unease is 
tbe unsurpassed power of 
the cameras and sensors on 
board the new satellites. 
Experts say these instru- 
mems will be able to take 
photographs with at least 
100 times more detail than 
their predecessors. 

Take Space Imaging’s 
$500 million eye in tbe s1^. 
It will be lock^ into a sun- 
synchronous orbit (orbiting 
only over ground and sea 


that is in daylight), a path 
(b^ will allow the satellite 
to provide an image of any 
site on Earth once every 
three days. Photogr^hs 
will cost as little as $!00 
per-square mile of the tar- 
geted area. 

Desired for tbe commer- 
cial market, these high-res- 
olution images will benefit 
a wide variety of dvilian 
purposes: from a^icnltuxal 
managers to urban planners, 
construction companies and 
public utilities. Such uses 
do not raise eyebrows. 

What Is causing concern 
is the idea that tra^tional 
sowreign rights are about 
to be refined. Accor^g 
-toihe United Nations “open 
skies” poli^. su{^>orted by 
the U.S., countries may s^ 
own the airspace ^ve 
their toritocy. Oi tbe o^r 
band, they cannot limit the 
operation of imaging satel- 
lites in space. 

Hence Israel’s fury over 
the threat that its Arab 
neighbours could use 


imagery bought from Earth- 
Watch or Space Imaging to 
target ntissiles against it 
witii pinpoint accuracy. Its 
diplomats are lobbying the 
White House to lunit tbe 
resolution of pictures taken 
over its territory to 10 feet 
on the grounds of national 
security. 

Similarly, bird'S’eye 
views of China's suppres- 
sion in Tibet, Indonesia’s 
M>Tnpfti gnc against the East 
Timorese and assaults by 
Turicey’s forces against 
Kurds are also causing 
intematioDal nervousness. 

Part of tbe concern lies 
with fears that the media 
will be freed from tbeir 
dependence on government s 
infonnation during 

intemational crises and will 
be able to collect pictures so 
detailed that they will 
resemble views from a heli- 
copter ride. 

Blender’s contention 
that it is a technology of 
freedom and transp|^DCy 
may seem pious. Still, the 


peacefril uses of spy satel- 
lite technology have prece- 
dents. President Lyndtxi 
Johnson once said that the 
first U.S. spy probes — 
which revealed feat the 
Soviet Union was not stock- 
piling H-bombs and mis- 
siles wife anything like tbe 
ardour feat American gener- 
als had claimed — jus- 
tified the cost of the entire 
space programme. Expiens 
such as Arthur C Clarke 
aguM, and argue that fee 
availability of spy-satellite 
technology will promote 
international stability. 
Neighbouring countries w^ 
be less quick to thi^teo 
each otter ufeen troop 
movements or missile silos 
are visible to all. 

“Tbe free availability of 
space imagery will have a 
stabilising effect on world 
affairs,” says Bryan Web- 
ster, of Space Imag in g . 
“The less pmsible it is fer 
countries to be surprised, 
the less potential there is for 
confiicL” 


Intelligeoce agencies are 
likely to be fee largest pur- 
chasers of high-resolution 
images from these new 
probes. Iraq will buy pic- 
tures of Sa^ Arabia, Iran 
will seek those of Israel, 
and India and Pakistan will 
purchase images of each 
other. 

The biggest loser is likely 
to be fee U.S. government, 
which once used its spy 
satellites to maintain a huge 
military advantage over 
rivals — a superiority used 
wife devastating success in 
the Gulf war. 

Fearing it will lose this 
key advantage, the licences 
granted to spy-satellite 
operators by the ' National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration since 1994 
include clauses giving the 
State Department the right 
to restrict broadcast (£ta 
from a certain area when 
national securi^ or foreign 
policy interests “m^ be 
compromised.” 

To fee U.S. media, the 


wording of these regula- 
tions is too vague and 
amounts to “prior restraim” 
of their coitstitutional 
rights. Instead, they propose 
feat fee media should be 
free to impose self-censor- 
ship when -there is a “clear 
and present danger*’ to 
security. 

Critics say a state such as 
Israel could easily be seen 
as a foreign policy interest 
and, if restrictions were 
allowed, this would set a 
precedent feat could lead to 
other blackout areas to 
acconmiodate tbe interests 
of the pditical party in 
power. 

’The State Department’s 
notion of a foreign policy 
problem would mean that 
any time a client state says 
it will be upset by this kind 
of imaging then testrictitms 
wiU be introduced,” says 
David Bartlett of fee Raefio- 
Tblevision news Directors’ 
Association. 

The Observer 
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Raising bread prices a calculated step 

De^ie a clear initial coofii- 


(contipped &Poi pi^ 1) 

great as feat of floating bread 
prices. While fee ^venunent 
came under severe critidsm for 
its pcdicy on Iraq, ^ch was 
icutially seen as its primary 
manriaig, aod sfeile US rela- 
tions Wife ISTsd after fee Rtum 
of fee right to power was fee 
subject of mmy ccmdeiiiDa- 
tions by fee t^jpositioa. it was 
(mly over subafees feat it came 
close to facing a vote of no- 
confideoce. 

Forty-one deputies, includ- 
mg members of blocs feat are 
rqjresented in fee CaUoet, bad 
agned a statement exfxessiiig 
fedr rejection of the move. 
Oppoadon duties fereateoed 
a no-confidoice vote, and ini- 
tial indicaticais were that fee 
peofde would resist iL Some 
even warned that raising bread 
prices would teing down the 
government 

But two mrmths of thtXOUgh. 
at rimes tensft, debate and what 
(me ofSdal described as a 
close moni toring of the devel- 
opment of the people's reaction 
to fee decisioa enabled tbe 
govemineiit to survive the 
move almost unscathed. 

It is still too early to say, 
however, riiat the government 
can be assured of no n^^ve 
reactions to its decision, wife at 

least 24 members of tbe Lower 

House stin speaking voc^y 
agafnsr fee government which 
broke fee consensus of a group 
of anftriw»r 32 lawmskeTS 
\riiich was o^otiating the 
move wife it and a number of 
oppositiem parties saying tiiey 
continue to protest fee 
decisioa. Disturbances could 
devdop, observers say, and not 
necessarily under the banner of 
fee opposition. The riots of 
1989, which followed fee rais- 
mg of fuel prices, set a piece- 
dent of unorganised violent 
public reaction to new eco- 
nomic hardshqrs. E^ple have 
not yet felt the impact of float- 
ing fee prices and only alter fee 
decision is implemented will it 
be possible to say feat the gov- 
ernment has head fee end of 
the bead story, observers say. 

So for, however, fee ^ero- 
ment can claim success in han- 
dling wfaai is seen as a highly 
sensitive move. A number of 
crucial factors was instrumen- 
tal in guaranteeing this orderiy 
nitn of events, wife boih_ the 
government and tbe opposition 
taking credit for that — fee 
govemment for its hard w(jrk 
in l ining fee move and tbe 
'need for it as well as access to 
information inaccessible to 
ofeers; fee opposition fof 
iog to provide an jltemative. 


sioo in annmifianp fee move, 
fee government managed m 
put the [teces back togefeer. 
flexxfing tbe ptepte wife infor- 
mation aimed at Showing that 
natinnal interests make fee stqi 
inevitable. 

What tbe govemment even- 
tually did was explain in detail 
vfey it bad CO hOce bread prices, 
w(xldng hard at the same time 
to convince the public that they 
will suffer no extra burdens as 
a result 

The Kingdom, said Mr. 
Kabariti in a press conference 
be held to explain fee issue last 
nrirmth, has aD but Completed 
fee economic reform pro- 
gramme agreed upon wife the 
IMF. If Jordan receives a clean 
bill of health, be said, the coun- 
try will be eli^ble for grants 
and credit facilities to set up 
projects that could jump-start 
the economy. But if fee IMF 
rules that Jordan fed not imple- 
ment fee requirements of the 
reform programme, tiie coun- 
try vrill not be eligible for sup- 
port from fee dtraor countries. 
That would mean big trouble 
for a country so sUiapped for 
cash and in dire need for for- 
eign investment and finandng, 
he said. 

The issue of subsidies, said 
fee prime minis ter, would be 
the one oo . wbicb the IMF 
would base its assessoient of 
tbe country, which has carried 
out tbe refixm prograiniDe in a 
mann er the IMF has found 
acceptable. 

The flmmmr of funds the 
budget allucat^ for subridies, 
JD 38 million, would not cover 
half of the actual cost of fee 
subsidies, due to fee increase 
of wheat prices on the 
international market fee prime 
.njnictwf said. Maintaining the 
subsidies, he said, would mean 
incurring a budget deficit 
which tbe IMF simply will not 
allow to happen if the Kiog- 
dom is to stay on its good side. 

Other govemment o£5cials 
said feat tbe country has 
already been rewarded for 
deciding to end fee subsidi^ 
A donors’ meeting in Paris in 
July pledged $1 billion in pr^ 
jeci finandng over a period of 
three years. Japan, which has 
reportedly insisted on lifting 
subsidies, is negotiating ^ 
viding fee Kingdom wife a $90 
miffion soft loan that o^d go 
into financing the budget 
d^ciL 

These positive achieve- 
ments, among oihera. s®y gov- 
eniment officials, rule out sac- 
rifidnfi fee reform programme 

in onto to tMP >*“ 

out of fear of tbe reaction to the 


move. 

Offidals say that investment 
in- fee first seveo moaihs is 
hi gher than that' fee vfecde of 
last year. They say that the 

isqgxocbemeDt in relations 
wife tbe Gulf states, eqiecially 
Sanfe Arabia to vfeteh the 
King ended “a successful visit 
“ fee day die bread price hikes 
were announced, wiD lead to 
fee leopeoii^ of the Gulf mar- 
kets to JorUanian gcxxls aod 
labcxir. That wiU mean an 
increased economic acti\1ty 
feat could help people cope 
wife the higher cost of living, 
they .say. 

More impurtaiitly. ofSdals 
say, tfiey could no longer pro- 
crastinate in heeding the IMF 
demand for ending the subsi- 
dies. The programme ends next 
year and lif^g tbe subsifees 
was tbe last reqinremenL Pn- 
vious goveniments have 
imptemented ofeer lefonns 
unto fee programme. The 
government of Abdul SalamAl 
Majali. which shouldered fee 
responsibility of signing the 
peace treaty wife Israel in 
(October 19M. introduced fee 
sales tax. It could not also raise 
bread prices, its members 
argue. Ndther could the gpy- 
emment of Sharif (uow 
Zeid Ben Shaker do so after 
makiog its own difficult ded- 
sinns of raisiiig tbe sales tax 
from S'.*c to 10 per cent and 
ending tbe economic boycott 
of Israel. So fee tasdc of lifting 
subsidies on bread and animal 
feed was left for fee Kabariti 
goverament, wUeb says fee 
move will only lead to six per 
cent inflaticKi instead for fee 
four per ceor projected for this 
year even thou^ other esti- 
mates put tbe projected infla- 
tioD at double figures. 
But government officials say 
feat the compeasation fee gov- 
ernnient wOl offer to fee people 


will partially ofEset this 
increase in the cost of living. 

Bui tile peo(de wanted more. 
Tbeir rejectioa of the deciston 
was paralleled by dgmanriK for 
cutting. • down govemmect 
expenditure and ggng of 
extravaganza which many 
argued were wasting a consid- 
erable amount of public funds. 
There were questions about 
officials' trips abroad, about 
fee cars ttey drive, abciut gov- 
ernment give-aways to certain 
people and groups. 

The govemment appeared to 
understand the imp^ if only 
tbe psycbok^cal one. of 
adc^xzng some austerity mea- 
sures. Govemment officials, 
through press leaks and other 
means, plained that even if 
fee gcTvemmeni cut its travel 
expenditure by half, ff it sold 
ail tbe top-of-cbe-iine Mer- 
cedes Benz mjnzsters drive, the 
saved anxxint would be mar- 
ginal in offsetting fee deficit 
resulting from fee subsidies 
balL But along with this argu- 
ment, fee govemmenc 
announced measures to (nit its 
pending. 

All this happened as tbe 
mainstream press generally 
suppened fee government, 
w^h. through ite information 
minister and other Cabinet 
members, succeeded in baviitg 
its riews prevail in fee press 
coverage of tbe matter. WhOe 
fee information Tninigw icqx 
on providing the press wife fig- 
ures and arguments about the 
need te rectennel tiie subsidies 
and the government's determi- 
□atioD 0) compensate citizens 
Soe tbe price bike, the of^iosi- 
tion bad 00 suffideot reservoir 
of information and research to 
counter tbe ofSdal views. 
Also, tbe oppos i tioo did not 
have fee same leverage tbe 
govemment has wife the m^or 
news oiganisatioos. 

But these difficulties were 
admi tted 1^ the gover nment, 


which told tbe people that 
natifwial inieresis ftioiaft*- thar 
the burden is shared. 

And the government did not. 
in any case, expect the nx>ve to 
prov^ a ptelic outcry. Since, 
officials mainbiin, every effort 
was nmtfa to compoisale the 
crtizeiis for the expected rise iu 
prices and to put in jdace an 
elaborate <751^ wbm com- 
pensations are promptly ctian- 


nelled to dtizens. Over and 
above this, govenunem sup- 
porters argued, no unrest 
should be expected because tbe 
ghiarinn today IS (fifioeDt 
from 1989. -when riots broke 
out over inciease5..amx>uiiced 
by the government in petrol 
prices. Unlike in 1989, the 
political environment is much 
more relaxed after six years of 
the democraiisaiioD process. 


Political parties are operating 
in public and are in agreement 
with the government that 
unruly erqxesaon of opposi- 
tioD to the move cannot resolve 
the issue. Pa Hiamw^t and nw wy 
conference vkx the forum for 
A^haring and arguing Qver the 
matter, and tbe government 
appeared williDg to take aU the 
bm that it could face in such 
platforms. Besides, tbe dinar 


has remained steady in seven 
years, and the (xiuntiy has done 
well already in achieving rea- 
sonable razes of growfe and 
low inflation rales. “An extra 
two percentage points in infla- 
tioQ figures ^ year wiU not 
exactly inviie trouble," s^ an 
officii We ejqed even fee 
oppoation to afenit tiut it fed 
not do extremely well in 
(qsposing our action.” 



The British Early Learning Centre 

(BELC) Nursery And Kindergarten 
English offered to young learners 
in a creative and fun way 
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Registration starting 
August 17th from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Limited places available 


FROM BEIRUT TO CAIRO, NOW IN AMMAN 

Undex Tlw Putkotw^ Op HRH Tmneess RANIA AL - ABDULLAH 
]ffKdan Riven. Ton Developaxm Tnojeers & The Tnend} Eahassy pReserrr 
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et fa 9 ^iesta ^Moka 



Tickets sold at 


Valla Qfea 


AIQasr Hotel 689671/2 

Jordan RtverOesigns 613M1 
Freddy Fdr Music 692696 
Moka Cafe 8S628S 

Romero 644227 

Philadelphia Hotel 607100 
Dead Sea Office 601SS4 
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Date 

Tues 27/8 

Ticket: 7 ]J3 

V?ed 28/8 


Homan Amphitheater 

Open Air Concert 

( Transportation b<? ALPHA induded ) 


Philadelphia Hotel ® 

Dancing Gala Dinner 

91/taifi M^uifaei t& Qiteino ^€tnd Vntrosiuctoiy act 
Ticket : 40 J.D 

Dead Sea Spa Beach Part^ % 

Casual Beach V9ear NOSeaimgs 

{ Barbecue -i- TVansportalion ALPHA induded ) 




Thu 29/8 

Ticket ; 25 J,D 


i^si 


O RJ-VV. 



EL-ZAY 

■ 






PROCEEDS ARE FOR CHARITY 















•-■-‘■wSjSsS^t 


Arabs aiming 
for higher oil 


UAE debt 


put at 
$11.5b 


exports to Asia 


ABU DHABI (AFP; — 
Arab oil producers are set to 
boost crude exports to Japan 
and China among o^er 
Asian countries with con- 
sumption forecast to 
increase steadily over the 
next few years, an official 
report has said. 

Although producers from 
outside ^ otgarusation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries tOAPEC) will 
likely account for a large 
port of the increase in glob- 
al supplies. OAPEC mem- 
bers will see some benefits 
from the higher Asian 
de- -Jid. 

'i.'ian countries, espe- 
cial I v the developing 
nu-'ons. are set to rely more 
on irab oil as demand there 
is growing and they are 
air :idy heavily dependent 
or. rude supplies from the 
re:-. on.*’ 10-nadon 

Or, i^EC said in a study. 

The report gave no fig ures 
for Japan Ixu said demand 
in industrial countries in the 
Pacific Ocean would grow 
to 6.9 million barrels per 
day (hpd) in 2000 from 
around 6.6 million bpd in 
1995. 

Js:^)an already imports 
nearly 2.6 million bpd fiom 
Arab Gulf states, account- 
ing for around 63 per cent of 
its total crude pmohases. 
But Japanese officials have 
predicted the level oDuld 
climb to nearly 70 per cent 
in 2000 as most of the 
increase in focal consump- ' 
tion would be supplied by 
the region. 

Japan has traditionally 
reli^ on Arab oil and it has 
a large shareholding in the 
Unit^ Arab Emirates 
(UAE) energy sector and in 
the Neutral Zone, an oU-ricb 
desert strip shared equally 
between Saudi Ar^ia and 
Kuwait > 

The Far East industrial 
giant which has one of the 
fastest growth rates in the 
energy sector, is banking on 
its strong political and com- 
mercial links with the Gulf 
region and its massive oU 
wealth, which accounts for 
more than 60 per cent of the 
world's total crude reserves 
of around one trillion bar- 
rels. 

China, the second biggest 


oil consumer in Asia, has 
not imported crude oil 
the region as it has produced 
enough for local consump- 
tion. 

But it is gradually becom- 
ing a net oil importer 
because of a rapid growth in 
domestic demand. The gap 
between production and 
consumption is set to grow 
in the near future and this 
has prompted Beijing to set 
its eyes on the Gulf. 

Chinese officials have 
made several trips to ±e 
region in the past two years 
and discussed oil purchases 
for the &st time. 

Experts said Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE, and Oman would 
likely become major oil 
exporters to China. 

According to OAPEC 
projections, oil consump- 
tion in China would surge to 
around 4.2 million bpd in 
2000 from 3 J million bpcL 
in 1995. The increase con- 
stitutes nearly 40 per cent of 
the total grow^ in the Asian 
demand. 

South Korea, another key 
oil client of Gulf Arabs, is 
also set to boost crude 
imports from the region 
with demand rising to 2.3 
million bpd finm 1.9 mil- 
lion bpd over the same peri- 
od. 

Consumption in India, 
which also relies heavily on 
Arab oil. is forecast to grow 
to two million bpd from 1.5 
million bpd while in 
Malaysia it will rise to 

500.000 bpd from 400,000 
bpd. 

Demand will increase to 
one million bpd tom 

800.000 bpd in Indonesia, 
to 400,000 tom 300,000 in 
Pakistan, to 700,000 tom 

600.000 in Tb^and, to 

800.000 tom 700.000 in 
Tmwan and to 700.000 tom 

600.000 in Singt^re. 

Saudi Arabia. world's 

cop crude sumiier. and die 
other nine OAPEC mem- 
bers produce nearly 18 mil- 
lion bpd, of vdiidi around 
14.8 niUlion bpd are export- 
ed and the rest are con- 
sumed locally. 

OAPEC said consumption 
in member states was pro- 
jected to grow to around 3.9 
million l^ in 2000 tom 
3.2 million bpd in 1995. 


ABU DHABI (AFP)— The 
United Arab Bniraies (UAE) 
is saddled with a debt cf 
around $1 1.5 billlMi desfrite 
an increase in its oil earnings 
over the past several years, an 
official report has ^Kswed. 

The figure includes $10J 
billjon in shc»t-ierm d^ 
and the letnainder is loog- 
tenn. the Arab Coiporatioa 
fbr Investment Guarantee 
(AaOsaid. 

'The total debt accounted 
foran»ind31 per can of die 
gross domestic product in 
1995 and its servicing stood 
at $1.15 billion .” die ACIG 
repot said. It gave no details 
of the debt bin the UAE, a 
major OPTC oO producei; 
has resorted to borrowing to 
finance a budget deficit and 
arms purchases. 

The budget deficit was esti- 
mated at around 8.8 billton 
dirhams ($239 tuUkxi ) in 
1995. amounting to 6.6 per 
cent of the gross domestic 
pcodua (g(^). The UAE cur- 
rently produ^ around 2.16 
million barrels per day (tqxlj 
of oil under a quota agree- 
rrtent whh die Organisation 
of Petroleum Expeating 
CouDtries(OPEQ. 

The level is far higher than 
the 13 mfllion bpd it pro- 
duced before die 1990-1991 
Gulf crisis. The UAE and 
Sfflidi .Arabia sharply boosted 
oQ output to make up fbr a 
loss of nearly four million 
bpd from the wodd market 
because of a disiuptitm of 
cnide supplies from Iraq and 
KuwaiL The production 
increase has pushed up the 
UAE’s annual oil revenue to 
more than SI 1 billion fiom 
around $8 billion before the 
Gulf war. 

Oil provides more than 80 
per cent of die UAFs 
income and this has made its 
economy highly vulnerable 
to crude |xice fluctuations. 

hi I99S, the country's 
GDP surged- 6.6 per cent 
mainly of an 

improveS^^ oil prices 
and hi^i^ expenditure by 
the govoniiteat. 

Tte Kiiwaiti,-based AQG. . 
an affiliate of die Arab 
League, also said the UAE 
was Goe of the main rec^- 
ents of forejgo investment in 
die n^ooL An average $142 
miliicffi annually haw been 
pumped into ^ UAE in 
direct foreign ca{^ during 
1991-1994. the t’^port 
showed. I 


THE Daily Crossword by Randall J. Hartman 


ACROSS 
1 — of honor 
5 Sharp feeling 
9 Wavy silk 
pattern 

14 Aroma 

15 Organic 
compound 

16 Precedes circle 
or sanctum 

17 Modena money 

18 Neophyte 

19 Stideer 

20 Notorious 
gangster 

23 Wrath 

24 Successful 
venture 

25 Cantaloupe, e.g. 

27 Testing place 

30 Thailand 

33 Puts an edge on 

36 In the 
Family” 

37 Schwaraen- 
egger role 

39 QED word 

40 Lillian Russell's 
flamboyant 
companion 

44 Weblike fabric 

45 Detection 
system 

46 — Aviv 

47 Aleut 

50 — avre 

51 Vane dir. 

52 — Betty 

54 \^ewing sets, 
briefly 

56 — Paulo, Brazil 

58 Singer from 
Brooklyn 

64 Antic 

I 66 Irene of "Fame" 
fame 

67 Ripening factor 

68 Go along with 

69 Exuberance 

70 Penn or 
Connery 

71 Hot brandy drink 

72 Brawls 

73 Sandwich type' 


rr 12 13 14 


15 16 17 18 


I II I WM III ^ 


9 

iq 

16 


19 
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5 


III III M II 


issn ^ 




DOWN 

1 Barbie, e.g. 

2 Chanteuse 
Adams 


OiSSSTrSuneMecfiBServlcw, Inc. 
Ad rights reserved. 

3 Former ___ 

Wimbledon 

Champ f- - 

4 Garbage i 

5 Written LS. S 

application U. H 

6 Author Seton [a e 

7 Standard ||H 

8 Desfrondency [w ; 

9 Interior portion [T ? 

10 Unspecified 

person jr 1 

11 Bum up M I 

12 Bring up ■■ 

13 Perry's creator ^ „ 

21 Dancing style |il£ 

22 Kan. neighbor 

26 Hnished lo|ft 

87 Soup spoon ^ 

28 Wanted poster 

word 42 Lit 

29 Slate mi 

31 "No its,— .or 43 Pli 

buts" Te 

32 Army officer 48 Sii 

34 Burdened 49 Be 

35 Manner 53 M< 

38 Girl, in 55 Hi 

Guadalajara 56 Tif 

41 Golda of Israel 57 Ja 


[B a D E MMpr 

ilo B 0 ~l1IT B 
In' o R sIe s e 
IE M Sirt u L 
)A B Tfr E SM 

|W A D B|l* 
[T R o 'n||t h! 
IL E GlM E I I 

(T A ^ A ^ M A 

II 'em 

is u L uMt u 
iO N E sis T 


R TTai 
^ A M 
N S 

[eMb 
wpT I 

6 "h X 

A I N 

■ Iffl 


0 V E 

215. 

1 L L 


111 
^ A Y 
A bM 


111 

111 

111 
E L E 


s[h a 

111 

Ir Y 


42 Little green 
men? 

43 Plaudit for Kiri 
Te Kanawa 

48 Simian 

49 Be obJigated to 
53 More kind 

55 Huge success 

56 Tiff 

57 Jason's ship 


59 Hollywood 
composer 
Schifrin 

60 Sketch 

61 Double curve 

62 Close in on 

63 James Bond 
film 

65 Nancy Drew's 
boyfriend 
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Yemen faces stiff challenge 


to boost oil production 


DUBAI (R) — Impover- 
ished Yemen is facing a 
steady and pc^ntially ter- 
minal decline in its oO pro- 
duction within three years 
unless new discoveries are 
cnade, foreign oil indusoy 
executives based in Yemen 
have said. 

Oil output in the Ar:ri>*s 
World poorest country is 
running at 350.000 barrels 
pci day (bpd) and is expect- 
ed to rise modestly in 1997 
and 1998 with new smaller 
fields brought on stream by 
consortiums led by U.S. 
Hunt Oil and France's 
Total. 

But these fields — which 
provide the government 
with the bulk of its revenue 
— arc unlikely to compen- 
sate for plateau output tom 
the countiy's main Masila 
field or revitalise the slow 
pace of oil exploration and 
limited development activi- 
ty. 

‘The country back in the 
eighties was once thought 
to be a mini-Saudi A^- 
bia...Those hopes have 
turned out to be wishful 
thinking,", said a manager at 


a Western firm with explo- 
ration acreage rights in 
Yemen. 

Neighbouring oil giant 
Saudi Arabia produces a 
mammoth eight million 
bpd, making its the worid's 
largest oil exporter. 

(5utput in Yemen is made 
up by approximately 

180.000 bpd of Masila 
crude produced by Canadi- 
an Occidental ^troleum 
Ltd. and 170.000 bpd of 
Marib crude tom a consor- 
tium led by U.S. Hunt and 
Exxon. 

The yemeni government 
receives most of its revenue 
by marketing 100,000 bpd 
of Masila grade and 
between 25.000 bpd and 

30.000 bpd of Marib crude 
oLL a Yemeni official said. 

Sales of Masila crude 
under term contracts were 
worth approximately $19 a 
barrel to the gov^enunent on 
Tuesday, the biggest contri- 
bution to state coffers 
which are weighed under 
by a debt of around $7 bil- 
lion and limited revenue. 

Government income is 
also aided by Nome exports 


of oil products tom 60,000 
bpd of crude sent to the 
Aden refinery. 

But oil ou^ut tom the 
leading Masila may have 
ali^dy peaked unless new 
d rilling activiw succeeds in 
lifting output 

“Production will be down 
a little bit next year.Jt 
could be off by around five 
per cent" one industry 
executive close to the Masi- 
la acreage said. 

Masila. which came 
onstream in 1993. hit 
186.000 bpd in March tom 
an average of 174,000 bpd 
last year. 

Dialing activity has also 
been subdued since ±e 
country's civil war in 1994, 
recent disappointing dry 
holes and major ml firms 
relinquishing exploration 
blocks. 

“Exploration activity is 
relati^y low. Right now 
there has not been any 
recent successes to stimu- 
late the industry," one exec- 
utive said. 

The slow progress in the 
oil industry hi^ights the 
vital character of a massive 


liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
project which Yemen is 
planning to develop with 
total and other world firms. 

Good news for the Sanaa 
government comes with 
Hunt’s development of the 
Jannah block initial produc- 
tion of some 15,000 bpd 
expected early next year 
with potential as high as 
50,000 bpd to 70.000 bpd. 

Total is developing east 
Shabwa which is on line to 
produce between 15.000 
bpd and 30.000 bpd by the 
end of J 997. 

‘These fields are a boom 
but the target of 400.000 
bpd still appears steep 
unless new companies 
appear and drill." another 
oilman based in Yemen 
said. 

Progress in talks with 
Saudi Arabia aimed at 
resolving a border dispute 
and offering foreign firms 
better oil production shar- 
ing and cost recovery 
schemes has helped the 
investment climate in the 
country’s oil sector, the 
sources said. 


High oil prices sharply boost GCC income 


ABU DH.AB1 (AFP)— 
Oil export eami^ of six 
Arab Gulf states in the first 
half of 1996 hit their high- 
est level since the oil boom 
of the early 1980s as crude 
prices climbed to a 13-year 
high, experts have said. 

Despite fluctuating crude 
production by die Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(CKX) countries, their rev- 
enues during the first half 
were the highest since 
1983, they said. 

“Compared with the first 
half of 1995, the GCC’s 
earning tom oil sales 
increased by at least $2.5 
billion in the . first half of 
dus year due to the price 


improvement" an Abu 
Dhabi-based oil analyst 
said. 

“Initial estimates showed 
the first half income stood 
at around $38 billion , the 
highest six-month level 
since the end of the oil 
boom,” he added. 

TTie price of OPEC's bas- 
ket of seven crudes aver- 
aged $18.83 in the first half 
of 1996 compared with 
$17.40 in the first half of 
1995. Its previous highest 
level since the oil boom 
was inthe first half of 1991, 
when it stood at $18.25 . 
according to OPEC's news 
agep:y OFECNA. 

Oil prices have remained 


high tiiis year even though 
the Organisation of Petrole- 
um Exporting. Countries 
(OPEC) produced nearly 
one million barrels per day 
(bpd) above its notnin^ 
output ceiling. 

Iraq's imminent return to 
the oil market for the first 
time in six years, under a 
U.N.-agreed oil-for-food 
deal, has also failed to dent 


the high prices. 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia. Kuwait. Qatar, Ba- 
hrain. Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) — 
produce around 13.4 mil- 
lion bpd, nearly one fifth of 
the world's total crude sup- 
plies. Around 11.5 million 
bpd of their output is 
exported, mostly to Japan 
and other industrial nations. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hw iri Arnold and MSm ArgWon 


Unscrembre these four Jumbles, 
one letter to eac^ square, lo form 
lour onfiiary words. 


I've rtever even had a tidcst 


RUHTT 


THE BETTER HALF 


GIAS 


By Gfasbergen 



eim WlM MUa SanMM. tie. 
AingMtHMWWd 



LIXEE 


DIMPOU 


UNTEAB 


WHAT THe ^ 
FENPER 
PIP TO THE 
PRIVER’5 

PERFECT R£CORP. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
kirm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“Our auto insurance should pay for my 
gym membership— I gained most of 
this weight from eating in my car.” 




\bstarday'9 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GOTGE SQUAB MUFFLE LATEST 
Answer ClaMngte bo younger made her this — 
AGE-'LESS" 


Peanuts 


It was a dark and 
stormy night.suddenly, 
all sorts of shots 
rang out' 


PowiPowiPow! 

PowIPowiPow! 


I WDNT THINK IT 
UA5 P0SSIBLE..Y0UR I 
STORIES ARE 6ETTINB | 
OyMBERAaTHETlME' I 


EVER*(TH1N6'5 
POSSIBLE.. > 


Andy Capp 


e 1M« M6 m ■ ' 

osr irsmiKMnH nniOMVtui horih 

MEIKA SINOKmiNC 


(fSEBTHB J 

r HEAUH < 
lEXpensAJs 
'ENCOUnMnMG 
I PBOPt CTO 
nORKAFIEfl 
L BDOV- V 


. RARDONME 
> ~IWMS i 
' PQRBErnMG 

Y OlrtgONU/ 

, B mgIBbTbD , 
L MYOUR < 
^HOBPS O OBB 
AM>TV 
PROGRAMS . 



mSGOOO 
.TOXAUC . 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


/HEKMUTT/ 

THE C/>ff KNOCKED 
OVER VbUR EVE 
S MEDICINE/ rf 


WELLDo Something* 

DoNTLETITGOTb 






horoscope 
forecast FOR 

WEDNESDAY 
august 14, 1996 
Bv Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righier Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Whaie\'er your 
mate wants you to accom- 
plish today could be 
rather difficult however, 
close ffiends are helpful 
in finding some solution. 
Later this evening you can 
meet with some adventur- 
ous person and have some 
fun. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) A fellow associ- 
ate is not helfpui today in 
puning across a plan of 
action which means much 
to you. however, a close 
friend can help you to 
make those in authority 
understand what is your 
idea and how to imple- 
ment iL 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) A s^ierior 
understands a difficulty 
you are having today and 
has the solution to remove 
it. Gear up some out- 
standing oedit matter 
quickly this evening 
before you discover that 
you are way beyond your 
head. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) This is 
not a good morning today 
to plan amusemenu. how- 
ever, later tonight you |et 
a sudden opportunity for 
fun in some recreational 
activity with some close 
fiiend and this time will 
make the next few days 
more pleasant 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 ) You can await a better 
opportunity and day to 
solve any problematic 
affairs at home and con- 
cern yourself with busi- 
ness. This everting you 
should study any journals 
or publications which will 
have some valuable tips. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You have 
to be wise in communicat- 
ing with others today 
especially those in author- 
ity in oMer to get your 
ideas across in such a 
fashibn to ■^make them 
completely understood. 
Be will to accept others 
assistance. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You may 
have practical annoyances 
to take care of today, how- 
ever, give them enough 
time and thought to come 
up with an appropriate 
plan of action. Later 
tonight you con see a fel- 
low '^sociate and develop 
the answers to important 
business questions. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
j to November 21) Use 
diplomacy today and 
don't try to be forceftil 
I with others, especially a 
bigwig or your fellow 
associates. Be alert to 
whatever is going on 
around you this everting 
and make some plan or 
action which is consid- 
ered feasi ble. 
SAGnTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
If you fuss over some- 
thing today, you may 
injure your health and not 
be at you old self when it 
really counts. Your mate 
may be irritated this 
evening about some diffi- 
culty, so keep calm and 
devise some good solu- 
tion. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) You 
may need the assistance 
today of a close friend, 
however, the cost may be 
too Itigh so rely on you 
own' judgement which has 
not failed you yet Go 
after your aims this 
evening and get results 
which will be pleasant 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Be wise 
and say very little in the 
business world today, 
considering you are there 
to learn from those who 
have the expertise which 
you desire. Don't try to be 
forceful with a prominent 
person or you can find 
yourself in a dilemma 
PISCES; (February 20 to 
March 20) You have good 
judgement today on how 
to gain your aims, so trust 
your instincts and you 
will be quite successful. 
Avoid a schemer in die 
morning and be happy 
with close friends later 
this evening who have a 
good reputation. 


Birthstone of Angust: 
Peridot G3den 
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Jordan’s NOPAIN 
becomes first Arab 
medicine to relieve 
U.S. headaches 

By Ghida Ayuburi 
Special to the Jordan Times 
— The Hikma 


Pbann^uticals, a leading 
Jordaman pharmaceutical 
company, held an ty enin g 
ceremoiiy Monday to cele- 
brate the company’s first 
export of phannaceudcals 
to the U..S. from an Arab 
country. 

Established in 197 S jr. 
A mman . Hikma is quickly 
becoming a multinatronai 
pharmaceutical firm with 
snbnt^es in Portugal, 
'Hmisiaa and Egypt as well 
as the United States said 
financial Manager Nayef 
Kassis. 

Conqiany Products 
include antibiotics, caidio- 
vascolar drugs, anti- 
ibeumatics, tranquillisers, 
analgesics, anti-diabetics 
. and spasmodics, bormones, 
and a range of cough and 
cold preparations. Vice- 
Piesidcmt Mazen Darwazeh 
said the drug that was 
exported was an anti- 
inflammatory preparation 
effective in headaches, 
musculoskeletal pain, post 
opierative pain and rheumat- 
ic diseases. 

The prescription drug has 
been ^rov^ by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra- 
doo(FDAj. It is a naproxen 
sodium aaalgestic with the 
commerdal name of 
NOPAIN and will enter into 
the ^neric market in com- 
petition with the Ameriaui 
brand namg ANAPROX 
manufactured by - Syntax 
Pharmaceuticals. 

At this time, only one of 
its drugs will be exported to 


the United States, but ofiB- 
cials ftti that “this is the 
beginning and we hope to 
export more (different) 
drugs ^ in the future” said 
Technical Vice President 
Ibrahim Jalal. 

Siupments will start in 
late August and will be 
(telivered to three laborato- 
ries in the United States: 
URL, Moore and West- 
ward (the Hikma subsidiary 
in New Jersey). Govern- 
ment-approved distribution 
channels will function pri- 
vately with the first ship- 
ment priced at S150.000. 

This being their first 
experience working within 
the American market, the 
company feels that the drug 
will be successful “because 
of the way drugs are pre- 
scribed in dte United 
States,” said Dr. Jalal. 

Prescriptions taken to the 
phannacy by the patient 
only specify the scientific 
name leaving the patient the 
option of purchasing the 
brand name or the generic 
which can be about 40 per 
cent cheaper. 

The ceremony was held at 
Hikma’s fnain plant in 
Amman and attended by 
Health Minister Aref 
Bataineh and the Director 
of the Ministry's Drug 
Directorate Maisa A1 SakeL 
Dr. Bataineh announced 
that since a Jordanian phar- 
maceutical company has 
climbed to standards allow- 
ing its products to become 
FDA-approved, he hopes 
that it will m ainiain these 



.. '"■.'K-.iiXJ 

Yahay. an employee with Jordan's leading Hikma Pharmaceutical Company, pastes 
labels in Amman Monday on the first ever consignment of drugs exported by an Arab 
pharmacuetical company to the U.S. market Hikma succeeded in getting approval 
from the U.S. FDA to export a non-steriodal anti-inflammatory drug, a breakthrough 
for the local drug firm which targets an increase in exports of a wide range of drug 
products to the U.S. market by the year 2000. 


high standards now that it is 
part of the iniemational 
market promoting not only 
the Jordanian pbmmaceuti- 
cal industry but represem- 
iog Arab involvement in the 
b^th care arena world- 
wide. 


According to Ms. Saket, 
the significance of having a 
drug exported m tbe United 
States and what this means 
to Jordan is that “the quali- 
ty of Jordanian drugs is 
equal to thu of American 
products, because any drug 


exported to America has to 
be roA approved. This 
approval means quality.” 
Hikma officials see this 
step as fiinher Arab pene- 
tration into the American 
market in business, industry 
and health care. 


EMU deadline of 1 999 would 
cost Britain 500,000 jobs — sSidy 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
drive by Britain to be a 
founder of a single currency 
would cost haff a million 
jobs by ^}00, business con- 
sultants have warned. 

“If Britain wishes to join 
economic and monetary 
unitm (EMU) in 1999, the 
government would need to 
put in place restrictive fiscal 
and monetary policies in 
cxder to meet the Maastricht 
convergence criteria,” the 
study by accountants Ernst 
and Young said 

I^licies to meet the Maas- 
tricht conditions on infla- 
tion and public deficits 
could cost three per cent of 
naii nnai income and 
500,000 jobs by the end of 
the decade, Emst and Young 
calculated, using the same 
economic model as the 


British Treasury. 

The government would 
need to raise the basic rate 
of income tax by at least 
four pence in the pound, 
and public spending would 
need to be “strictly ccm- 
troUed” in order to reduce 
the public deficit to below 
the required three per cent 
of gross domestic product 
(GDP). 

Britain’s public deficit 
amounted to six per cent of 
GDP in 1^5, according to 
official figures calculated in 
line with Maastricht norms. 

Interest rates would have 
to rise to at least eight or 
nine per cent, “to keep 
inflation down to the Euro- 
pean average and to keep 
the pound more stable 
agains t the Deutschemaik 
than has been the case over 


the last few years.” 

The Bank of England’s 
benchmark interest rate is 
currently 5.75 per cent. 

If the government maio- 
tained its current policies, 
British economic ^wth 
should accelerate fix>m 2.2 
per coit in 1996 to 33 per 
cent in 1997. 

’Tailing interest rates, tax 
cuts and improving export 
market conffitions should 
revitalise the economic 
environmem over the next 
18 months and allow unem- 
ploymeot to fall below two 
millioa,” Emst and Young 
said. 

At the 1991 Maastricht 
treaty, Britain negotiated an 
opt-out clause allowing it to 
choose to join or remain 
outside a angle European 
currency. 


U.S. Census Bureau : Asian 
companies’ growth doubles 
national average 


WASHINCSTON (AFP) — 
Companies owned by peo- 
ple of Asian and Pacific 
Island descent are launched 
at more than twice the rate 
of all firms in the United 
States, accOTdiog to the 
Census Bureau. 

Between 1987 and 1992, 
the number of Asian and 
F^cific Islander firms grew 
by 56 per cent, compared 
vrilh tbe U3. average of 36 
per cent, the bureau has 
said. 

And while sales generat- 
ed by all U.S. firms grw 67 
per cent — fiom $2 triUioa 
to $3.3 trillicm — receipts 
at companies operated by 
Asian-Americans and 
Pacific Islanders shot up 
163 per cent to $96 billion . 
tte bureau reported. 

Average annual sales at 


Asian and Pacific Islander 
companies were $I59,(XX) 
in 1992, about 40 per cent 
higher than five years earli- 
er, according to the census 
report Tbe U.S. average 
was $193,000. while ffie 
overall figure grew 24 per 
cem during tbe period stud- 
ied. 

One in four Asian- Ameri- 
can companies — or 
153.096 firms in total — 
was owned by someoue of 
Chinese descent, the On- 
sus Bureau reported. 

IGrrearr-Am^cans own-- 
ed 104,918 conq>aiue5, 
93,340 were owned by In-. ' 
do-Americans, 68,675 by 
Japanese-Aniericans67,625 
by Hliptno-Americans and 
59,674 by Yietnamese-Am- 
ericans. accor-ding to tbe 
census. 



A review oiapii’ti from (he Arabic pr«$s \ 


Company to refinance real estate 
mortgages to start operation next month 

** THE SECONDARY Real Estate Mortgage Conqiany (SREMC) will commence 
operations next month, Yousef Hiyasata. the director-general of the Housing and Urban 
Develr^ment Department, has said. “V^ithin days, a general manager and a full staff will 
be appointed and offi^s will be specified,” he ad^ noting that a board of directors has 
been named after registration procedures have been completed. 

The con^aoy, in which tbe private and public sectors are participating, has already 
done the necessary and final aziangeinentSito issue JD 300 million worth of bonds, Mr. 
Hiyasat pointed out This amount, he explaiiied, will finance the company’s operations 
for the &st three years and will be generated starting next month in the form of instal- 
ments as tile sale of tbe bonds will depend on tbe dynamism of the markeu Mr. Hiyasat 
indicated that the con^any will not depend on its JD 5 million capital to run its opera- 
tions but will resorc to issuing bonds to aitraa the savings of investors or other deposits 
from institutions which have loog-teim funds such as the Social Security Corporation, 
the insurance companies and pension funds. 

Mr. Hiyasat nc^ that the co^^}any would mainly depend on these institutions to refi- 
nance real estate mortgages that will be provided to them by the banks after securing tbe 
mong^es from the peq^e who will be interested to benefit of the company’s services. 

He said that the w<^ mgehanism of the cooqiany wfll not involve building houses and 
will not deal directly with tiie public but will be limit ed only to banks. 

According to Mr. Hiyasat, tbe company has recently obtained a JD2(X) million from 
the World Bank to be used for refinancing mortgages that will be oifer^ to it from tbe 
day of starting operations until tbe comity becomes able to issue bonds and attract 
funds. The conqmy will provide its services to all sectors of the society especially tbe 
low and middle-income groups because they are tte targened sectors. Although, at the 
same time, invesnns in real estate and bousing areas could also benefit the department, 
he said (Al Ra’i). 
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Diego Maradona heads for 
Switzerland to kick drug habit 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — A 
day after abruptly ending 
his stint with local side 
Boca Juniors, Diego Mara- 
dona said Monday he was 
travelli^ to a private clinic 
in Switzerland to treat a 
recurring drug habit. 

1*m doing this for my 
daughters who mean more 
than anything to me and I'm 
saying this so everyone 
knows T want to get totally 
cured.'’ Maradona unex- 
pectedly told local televi- 
sion. 

’'I'm told there's an 80 per 
cent chance they will cure 
my addiction. 1*11 make up 
for the rest with grit and 
courage." 

The state news agency 
Telam said the former Ar- 
gentine captain, who an- 
nounced he was quitting 
Boca Juniors Sunday, boar- 
ded a plane for Switzerland 
at 10 p.m. Monday (0100 
GMT Tuesday). 

Maradona, 35. was 'twice 
suspended ftom soccer for 
using drugs — in 1992 
when he was playing for 
Italian club Na/wli and dur- 
ing Che 1994 World Cup in 
the United States. 

He has also been arrested 
for cocaine possession in 
Argentina. 

Swiss clinic was rec- 
ommended to me by a 
friend and I'm ^ing be- 
cause in Argentina many 
doctors instep of treating 
you and curing you just take 
your money," Maradona 
said. 

‘Resides, there is no 
knowledge about drugs here 
and many people have no 
idea how hard it is to get 
over a bout of depression 
and an addiction.’' 

Maradona said that after 
the 12-day treatment he 
would visit his brother in 
Canada and then travel to 
Cuba to meet athletes who 
nsovrpait in therOtympics. 
...^.wanted to.go.to the Uni- 
fed States but since they're 
not letting me in I'm going 
to Cuba," he said. 

On Sunday, the scandaJ- 


Argentine soccer legend Diego Maradona stares at the ground at the end of the game 
Boca Juniors against Estudiantes De La Plata. Maradona said he was qaitting the 
Boca Juniors and hinted he might even retire after his team lost 2-1 whicb dashed 
their slim hopes of winning the league championship (Renter photo) 


prone midfielder said he 
was leaving Boca Juniors 
and hinted he might even 
retire. He later said he 
would -play for -at least one 
more year but gave no fur- 
ther details. 

Maradona announced he 
was leaving Boca just be- 
fore the team’s penultimate 


match of the season against cember 1997, missed a cru- 
Estudiantes De La Plata cial penalty last week in a 1- 
Sunday. Boca lost 2-1, 0 defeat to Racing Club. It 

dashing their title hopes, , was. his fifth consecurive 
. ‘’It's ^ my^ -fault wh.‘tLJ&'. .pp.na1tv .mi<< 
happeni ng to B oca right Mar adona said last month 
DOW,'*' said ■ ’before'^ '"“he'flifif tuni^ down-an'oC^ 

game. .by a Japanese club because 

Maradona, whose contract be wanted to lead Boca to 
with Boca lasts until De- the championship title. 


Olajuwon weds in prearranged marriage 

said Pamela Greaney, 
Olajuwon's personal assis- 
tant “They're both very 
happy.” 

Ms. Greaney said Dalia 
Olajuwon. who wants to 
study medicine, received a 
$1.()00 scholarship from the 
athlete’s The Dream 
Foundation in June. 

Ms. Greaney, who is 
administrator of the charity, 
said Dalia Olajuwon proba- 
bly will have to return the 
scholarship because family 
members of those involved 
in the foundation cannot 
receive a scholarship. 

Last month, Olajuwon 
signed a $55 million, five- 
year contract extension with 
the Rockets. 

Olajuwon leaves Sunday 
for Australia, where he will 
join other NBA players in 
appearances. Ms. Greaney 
did not know if Olajuwon 
would be accompanied by 
his wife. 


HOUSTON fAP) — 
Following the Islamic cus- 
tom of pre-arranged mar- 
riages. Houston Rockets 
star Hakeem Olajuwon wed 
Dalia Asafi last week in a 
traditionaj ceremony. 

’There is no dating 
process, no boyfriends and 
girlfriends . in Islam,” 
Olajuwon said in a state- 
ment Monday. **Families 
meet, talk, get to know one 
another, liien the marriage 
is arranged.” 

Olajuwon, 33, was bom in 
Nigeria and reared as a 
Muslim, recommitting to 


the Islamic faith as an adult 
He is now a U.S. citizen and 
played for the U.S. team 
that won the Olympic gold 
medal in basketball. 

Olajuwon worshiped for 
years at the same Houston 
mosque as the 1 8-year-old 
bride's father. But since 
men and women are sepa- 
rated when praying, be did 
not meet his future bride or 
her mother until a meeting 
was arranged. 

"In the Islam faith, it is 
customary for a girl to 
marry much younger than 
they do in America, at age 


15 or 16, for instance.” 
Olajuwon said. "Dalia may 
be IS in terms of age. but 
because of her background, 
beliefs and religious under- 
standing, she. like many 
other Islamic young 
women, possesses a maturi- 
ty. knowledge and wisdom 
beyond her years.” 

They were married 
Thursday in Houston. It is a 
first marriage for both. 
Olajuwon has an 8-year-old 
daughter. Abisola, from a 
prior relationship. 

*it was a very private cer- 
emony with just family,” 


Paraguay suspicious over Argentina injuries 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Paraguayan soccer officials 
said Monday they were 
worried and suspicious after 
two of their top players 
were injured in the Argen- 
tine championship less than 
one month before the coun- 
tries meet in a World Cup 
qualifier. 

"We don't want to think 
this but it seems tiiai they 
are going In very hard on 
our players with a view to 
keeping them out of the 
match," said Jimmy Iralo, 
Paraguay's national team 
coordinator, '"we are wor- 
ried." 

Four Paraguayan interna- 
tionals play their club foot- 
ball In Argentina including 
temperamental Jose Chila- 
vert, the self-styled "best 
goalkeeper in the world.” 
who is based with champi- 
ons Velez Sarsfield. 

The two countries meet in 
a South American World 


Cup qualifier on Sept 1 and 
bad feeling is already in the 
air after Diego Maradona's 
prediction of a 5-0 win for 
Argentina. 

Irala, whose views have 
been echoed by the Para- 
guayan media, said the 
worst incident was a tackle 
on Chilavert last week by 
San Lorenzo's rugged de- 
fender Oscar Ruggeri. a for- 
mer Argentine international. 

"From the way Ruggeri 
went in. it seemed that he 
wanted to cause Chilavert 
an injury," said Inila in a 
telephone interview from 
the Paraguayan Football 
League's (LPF) headquar- 
ters in Asuncion. 

"That’s how it came 
across from the way he 
went in.” he said, adding 
that Chilavert and Ruggeri 
were old foes. 

77ie alarm bells were 
again ringing when mid- 
fielder Roberto Acuna, who 


plays for Independiente, 
had to be substituted after 
suffering another heavy 
tackle, also last week. 

Chilavert, who this season 
has scored two goals from 
free kicks and one. from a 
penalty in the Argentine 
championship, played for 
Velez Sunday and Acuna is 
still expected to be fit for 
the crucial match. 

LPF official Juan Angel 
Napout told reporters in 
Asuncion Monday: "I hope 
the situation doesn't get any 
worse and that we get there 
in one piece." 

The Paraguayan media 
gave ample space to the 
subject over ^e weekend 
with many commentators 
voicing the same concerns. 

Argentina desperately 
need to win in the match, 
having drawn their last 
game B-0 wi± Peru and lost 
the previous one 2-0 to 
Ecuador. 


Pagnozzi named Italian soccer federation boss 


ROME (R) — The Italian Olympic Committee (CONI) 
Monday appointed its own Secretary General Rafiaele 
Pagnozzi as the temporaxy head of a Italian soccer federa- 
tion left leaderless after a bitter election battle. 

Pagnozzi was formally named as an “extraordinaiy com- 
missioner'' — only the fourth such appomaneat in an 
Italian soccer history dating back to 1898 — to run the 
Federcalcio with immediate effect 

His most recent task was to lead Italy's delegation to the 
Atlanta Olympics. 

“It was a difficult decision,’' CONI President Mario 
Pescante told reporters after a five-hour meeting. 

“We did not want to humiliate the soccer world. The deci- 
sion came late because of the doubts of Antonio Matairese. 
who that he believed ftiere were several clubs ready to 
take legal action to challenge the measure.” 

The appointment bad been widely expected after lepre- 
seotatives of the country’s professional and amateur clubs 
failed to pick a replacement for outgoing Federation 
President Matarrese Tuesday. 

Pescante said Pagnozzi would have wide-ranging powers 
and would not be merely a figurehead. 

Matarrese. who came under fire after Italy's lacklustre 
showing in Euro 96, resigned after being challenged for his 
job by Luciano Nizzola, president of die league which 


groups Serie A and B clubs, and Serie C President 

Giancarlo Abcte. . ^ neither 

Despite two votes in a 14-hour . secure the 

of the two claimants to the post were aW 

required backing of a third of e^h “lonscst 

CONI officials said after that fiasco, dubbed th g ^ 

and most miserable day in Italian Section wk 

Gazzetta Dello Sport newspaper, mother elecnon was 

unlikely to be called for several monms. 

The Serie A league season gets “^derway on S p 
the full list of the 1996-97 match fixtures has yet to be puD- 

lished beyond the first 10 days. ^ oMinw 

Italy also has an important World Cup S 

Moldova on Oct. 5 with naoonal coach .Arr^o s 

tenure still in doubt despite his having signed a contract 
under Matarrese to take die team through to wyo. 

Pagnozzi's appointment was aimed at bringing ofoer to 
the chaos and also ensuring that the federation is 
ed at an important U^A meeting scheduled for Thursday 

in Geneva. ^ u, 

Matarrese will also be present at to meeting but only in 

his capacity as a UEFA and FIFA vice-president. „ 

Italy’s Serie A and B clubs are due to meet again in ^wan 
on Aug. 26 to discuss the season’s fixtures and also debate 
again the candidacy of Nizzol?*. ^ 


Swinbum 
back with 
victory 

LONDON (R) — Walter 
Swinbum made a tri- 
umphant return to race-rid- 
ing Monday more than six 
months after sitSering life- 
threatening injuries in a fall 
in Hong Kong. 

The jockey's frustrating 
spell on the sidelines was 
all but forgotten as he 
steered 5-1 favourite Tala- 
thath to victory at Windsor 
races in his firat ride since 
ihefaU. 

Swinbum, 35, the winner 
of the Epsom Derby three 
times, came back to a 
tremendous ovation. 

‘’I just wanted to come 
back and ride. But to have 
a winner on top of that is 
something I r^ly won't 
believe until I get home 
tonight" he smd. 

'1 really appreciate all the 
interest and 1 think I got a 
bigger round of applause 
than the tiiree deibys put 
together.” 

“I've had so many mes- 
sages of support but it 
would, be wrong. to single 
out anyone. Each 
everyone has meant an 
awful lot to me. 


Argentine striker told to get a haircut 

AVELLINO, Italy — An Argentine striker hopii^ to join Italian Serie B soccer dub 
• AveUino was told he most get a haircut before terms could be discussed. ’Tirst get 
your hair cut, then we’D talk about tests and fees. We've never had room for people 
with long hair at AveUino,’* Club President .Antonio Sibilia told 26-yeai>old striker 
Leonardo Ricatti when he arrived Sunday. Be gave the player a day to ^^t himself 
in order.** Ricatti greeted Sjbiiia’s order with a smile, without indkating whether he 
would comply. The striker, formerly of Argentine dubs Boca Juniors and San 
LorenzOy'had been recommended to the southern ItaUan dub by compatriot and for- 
mer AveOino player Ramon Diaz. The photograph shows Ricatti Ocft) posing in the 
field of AveUino with Sibilia (Reuter photo) 
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^ lead: Jack of 9 
a vacuum aay finrunr staoda a 
50 peiteat chance of soemediiig — 
either the deftoder will have 
the ko care or it will be with the 
other. TItM doec npC meen it make* 
DO difii^rence vrliich fineaae you 
take. Onisder this deaL 
Despite holding three cards in 
partner^ major, we think we would 
hm rel^ three no trump with the 
North band. Once North chose to 
reise spadea, South Uaated into an 


: sic spades on finding out 
. there were enougbaoaa in the 
N(^ band to guarantee that two 

hearts would not be lost on the fly. 

West led the jack of hearts, 
dedarer tried the queen and East^i 
long won. The heart return was 
takm in dummy and three round* 
of tr um pe were dr a w n. After cash- 
ing the ace and queen of clubs, 
declarer came to hand with the ace 
of dianumda tried to run chabs. 
Uafortunatdy the jack of clubs had 
to ■core the setting trick. Note tfaatl 
trying to ruff a dub in dummyf 
would also have ihilad. 

Even had the heart finesse sue- 
ceeded, the slam would not have 
been guaranteed — then were dill 
the rourtb and fifth efubs to lx han- 
dled. Oedarer overiordted the power 

— qmw Ba it, li iwirreiy 

South should riM with the ace of | 
hearts at trick sae, then draw 
trumps with the help of repeated 
finesses. After cashing the ace of] 
diamonda, declarer crosses to th^ 
qusn of efubs to lead the queen oq 
diammidB Whether or not Inst cov-, 
er*. declarer discards the losingi 
heart. After regaining the lea^| 
dedarar ro onteia dum^ with CIk 
aoe of dube, two dim discards 

on the table's hid diamonda, then 
claims the insL Makiag sixHidd. 


FU^RiDA 


INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENTS 


Own A Vacation House in Florida 
It's also an investment !! 
Minutes away from Walt Disney World 

Fay 1/3 of total priceonly 

Rest of payment can be paid 
through rental income 

Fully Furnished with a pool , 3 bed rms, 
Family & living Rm, 2 Bathrooms 

Pi^$ 30,000 -50,000 only 

For serious investors 

Trip wfll be arranged for cheddng the site 
CaU us at 686263 i 695866 / 696741 

Florida laternadonal Investments 
Orlando Amman Dubai Zurich ' 


Under the Patronage of HRH Princess RaniaAlAbdullah 

Jordan River Designs presents 

ivimer ouvem r 

our annual Summer Exhibition 
1 5-25 August, 1 996 from 9.CX) am - 9.00 pm. 

At Adli Centre, Shmeisani 

for more in/brrT70ijon 7e/. 6 / I -2 


TABLEaCTHS BABriTEMS CUSHIOWS QUILTS COSMETIC BAGS TRAY MATS AlfiUMS TABLE OjOIHS FOR CARO PlAfBS RCTURg FRAMES SHAWLS T-SHIRTS | j 


■; ,fy' QNEMA ■ 


PHIlRDELPUtfl 


TEL;634144 TH; 693238"' 

■.v.Ptflifl.;'. 


Clueless 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


JK. 




Laila Alawi & Singer Mohammad Fuad In 

Traffic Lights 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


. CONCORD “1” 

Julia Roberts...in 
Something to Talk About 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

SEVEN 

Shows; 3:30, 6:0&, a-15, 10:30 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 




Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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“iss Wg Zurich payday 


ZURICH (R) — Olympic 
taken its toll on 

the bodies and the bank bal- 

of champions Mi- 
chael Johnson and Noured- 
Jne Morceli, two of the 
biggest names in athletics 
Amencan 200 and 400 
champion Johnson and 
Algenan Morceli. the win- 
of the Blue Riband 
i.DOU metres in Atlanta, 
have been forced to puU out 
of the world s richest meet- 
ing in Zurich Wednesday 
because of injuries picked 
up at the Olympics. 

Organisers said Johnson 
would miss the “Weltk- 
jasse” event because of an 
iuju/y on bis knee which he 
hurt during his historic dou- 
ble on Atlanta's hard track. 

Morceli will also be ab- 
sent because he is still 
struggling with a problem 
with his ankle which was 
spiked during his Olympic 
triumph. 

The duo will miss out on 
^e sport s biggest payday 
in the Swiss fmancial city 
where world records are 
rewarded with kilos of gold 
and an athlete such as John- 
son can pocket at least 
$70,000 just for turning up. 

Last year the American 
was offered nearly $3,000 a 
second to break the 400 



Jan Zelezny of the Czech Republic is shown as he competes in the Javelin competition 
finals at the Olympic Stadium in Atlanta during the summer Olympics. Zelezny won 
me gold medal in the event, the first athlete in 70 years to siiccessfaZly drfend an 
Olympic javelin title (Reuter photo) 

metres world record. his throwing arm is hurting 


Czech Olympic javelin 
champion Jan Zelezny is 
also not competing because 



Burundi's Venuste Niyongabo throws his bands up in 
victory as he crosses the finish line to win the gold 
medal in the men's 5,000 metre run at the Olympic Sta- 
dium Sunday. Paul Bitok of Kenya took silver and 
Khalid Boulami of Morocco took bronze (Reuter photo) 


after a trial for the Atlanta 
Braves baseball team last 
week. 

There are also quesdons 
over American Oij'nipic 
high huidles champion 
Allen Johnson, who is suf- 
fering with a problematic 
wisdom tooth, and Burun- 
di's 5.000 metres champion 
Venuste Niyongabo who 
has a problem at the base of 
his back. 

Veteran Jamaican sprinter 
Merlene Oney also has a 
back problem but should be 
able to run the 100 metres. 
But American triple jumper 
Milce Conley and Algeria's 
female middle-distance 
runner Hassiba Boulmerka 
have only 50 per cent 
chances of competing. 

The men’s 100 metres 
should provide one of the 
highlights of an evening 
which crams most of the 
Olympic Games' main 
events into a few hours. 

. ^e of, the 
'n'ghts 
thick 

packets. 

Canada's Olympic sprint 
champion Donovan Bailey 
will take on Adanta bronze 
nTcdallisr Ato Boldon and 
Britain's former champion 
Linford Chrisde over 100 
metres. Namibia's silver 


medallist Fmnkte Freder- 
icks is due to nin the 200 
metres. 

Bailey said last week that 
he was Imen to take on 
Johnson in a lucradve 
showdown over metres 
during the Grand Prix cir- 
cuit in the next month 
which will take the Canadi- 
an to Zurich, Cologne, 
Brussel and Berlin. \ 

But Bailey said the race, 
which has yet to be fina- 
lised in view of Johnson’s 
injury*, umutd not afiect his 
standing as the world's fas- 
test man or Johnson’s dile 
as the mc^t versatile sprint- 
er in histtvy. 

“At 150 we'd both be run- 
ning a distance that would 
not afiect anything. I'm 
looking forwa^ to it." be 
said. 

Zurid) oiganisers refused 
to say whether ±ey had 
billed any record-breaking 
attempts Wednesday's pro- 
grarrune despite the array of 
lShaui'g'alhtt*eson"Vi6w.’ • •• 
•■^e past however, has 
shown that athletes are very 
much modvated to produce 
top performances because 
of the huge money on offer. 
If the Zurich weather is 
good, anything can happen 
in what is always a packed 
Letzigruod Arena. 


Edberg displays old magic in Indianapolis 


INDIANAPOLIS (R» — 
Ninth-seeded Stefan Ed- 
bei^ of Sweden felt the 
raagic once again, racing 
past 99th-ranked Mi- 
chael Tebbutt of Aus- 
tralia 6-2 6-2 Monday in 
the first round of the 
$1.04 million RCA 
Championships. 

felt really good out 
there," Edbei^ said after 
the quick, ooe-hour 
match. “Luckily, I got off 
to a good start. Overall. I 
was quite happy the way 
it wenL" 

Olympic doubles gold 
medallists Todd Wood- 
bridge and Mark Wood- 
forde of Australia scored 
with solo performances 
Monday. The reigning 
four-time Wimbledon 
champions are taking a 


break fVoro doubles this 
week to concentrate on 
their singles game. 

Tenth-seed^ Mark 
Woodforde saved two 
match points to move 
into the second round 
with a 4-6 6-3 7-5 victory 
over American Wade 
McGuire. The 14th- 
ranked Woodbridge bad 
an easier time in winning 
6-3 6-4 against 82nd- 
ranked compatriot Scott 
Draper. 

Top-seeded Pete Sam- 
pras opens his quest for a 
third Indianapolis title 
Diesday against 300th- 
ranked qualifier Don 
Johnson. Sampras, who 
celebrated a birthday 
Monday, has won four 
titles this year, but none 
since April. 


Second-seeded Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia and 
third-seeded Andre Agas- 
si play their opening 
round matches Wednes- 
day. 

All the top eight seeds 
received first round byes. 

The 26th-ranked £d- 
bei^, rearing at the end 
of tbe year, played Teb- 
butt like he used to play 
everybody back when he 
was nomber one in tbe 
world in ISISKI and 1991. 

“1 know 1 can still play 
some good tennis, there is 
no question about it,” 
Edbeig said. ^'But the 
problem is maintaining jt 
day after day. The gmKl 
thing is getting a qtuck 
match in the bc^uming of 
the week because it is 
going to be a long week if 


I keep vrinning.” 

Edl^rg broke IkbbutPs 
serve twice m tbe first set 
— in the third and fifth 
games. In the second set 
Edberg cruised to a 5-1 
lead. 

Tied at one set apiece, 
the 27tb-ranked Wood- 
foide saved two match 
points on his serve in the 
lOtb game to even tbe 
third set at 5-5. He went 
on to win the next two 
games to take tbe match. 

just finally squeaked 
it out, hopefully, maybe, 
on experience,'’ Wood- 
forde said. is nice to 
come back after match 
points down. It means 
you want to win tbe 
match and yoa didn't 
give up hope," 


Suburb Apartments For Rent 


8 Unjurnished oportmentsjor renl^uper 
extraSinis}ung.located NearAl Gardens 
stfreasonably priced, irUerested 
please call 079 31987 or 079 36747 




.rfsO * vicvT./*** 


2 spacious deluxe furnished 3-bedroom 
apartments and 2 -bedroom, garden apartment. 
Urn Essummaq North, near New English School. 

Call: 857157 


FOR RE 


LOCATION: UM UTHAINA 


behind Tanoureen Restaurant . 
Three-bedroom apartment, two bathrooms, 
kitchen, deluxe brand new building, elevator, 
in-door parking, storage room, separate boiler, 
central It antenna. 

For more information contact owner dire^y : 
Office ; 661913 / 68J 907 
Residence : 811165 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 

AMMAN 

INDEPENDENCE DAY OF INDIA 

On the occasion of the Independence Day d In^. a 
flag-hoisting ceremony ■ will be held 
Auousl 15 1996 at 9:00 a.m. at the premises of the 
Embassy of India, Rrst Circle, Jabal Amman (opposrte 

All Arsons of Indi^ origin 

their family members are cordially invited to attend 

the function. 


U.S. FOREIGN SERVICE WRITTEN EXAMINATION 
FOR U.S. CITIZENS ONLY 
WILL BE HELD SATURDAY, NOVEMBER'16, 1996. 
DEADLINE FOR APPUCATION TO BE RECEIVED 
IN THE US. IS OCTOBER 4, 1996. 
APPLICATIONS AND FURTHER INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE 

PERSONNEL OFFICE 
U.S. EMBASSY 
ABDOUN 


Arsenal release manager 
in shock pre-season move 


LONDON (R) — English 
Premier League club Arse- 
nal ended their uneasy rela- 
tionship widi manager 
Bruce Rioch in a shock 
move Monday when they 
said be had been released 
after only 13 months in the 
job. 

. The London club said in a 
statement: “The board have 
decided that it was in the 
best long-term interest of 
the club that Mr. Rioch 
should now leave.’* 

His managerial reign at 
Highbizry is the shormst in 
the past SO years. 

Rioch took over at Arse- 
nal in 1995 after former 
manager George Graham 
left in disgrace following 
transfer irregularities. 

He broke the Arsenal 
transfer record by signing 
Dutch btemational Dennis 
Bergkamp for £7.5 million 
(SI 1.5 nttllion) from Inter 
Milan and also signed for- 
mer England captain David 
Platt from Sampdoria for 
£4.75 million (,$7.3 mil- 
lion). 


But any hopes the club 
had that the appointmeni of 
Rioch would bring calmer 
times after the lengthy 
scandal surrounding Gra- 
ham were soon dispelled. 

He was involved in a 
series of disagreements 
with officials and was siud 
to have clashed several 
times with tbe club’s Eng- 
land striker Ian Wright. He 
also upset the board of 
directors by refusing to sign 
a contract until recently. 

The club said in their 
statement they expected to 
name a successor Portly. In 
the meantime, assistant 
manager Stewart Houston 
and coach Pat Rice would 
be in control of team 
affairs, just five days ahead 
of tbe start of the new Eng- 
lish soccer season. 

Former arsenal striker 
Alan Smith said he was 
“totally amazed" by the 
announcement. 

'T knew that he had 
recently signed a new con- 
tract and was just waiting 
for it to be counter-signed 


by Arsenal," he said. 

“I am surprised, but you 
don’t know what happens 
behind the scenes at a club. 
With all their rivals around 
the country making big 
signings, the fans can get 

u^appy. 

“I don’t know if there was 
a cio.sh between him and 
the board but it would seem 
that way." 

Press repons said some of 
the club's directors thought 
Rioch had paid too much 
for Bergkamp a year ago 
and also complained he had 
failed to make any major 
signings this year ahead of 
the new season. 

Former Arsenal manager 
Teir>’ Neill said he lud 
thought Rioch’s departure 
was on the cards. 

“I don’t think I'm that 
surprised as there have 
been mumblings and rum- 
blings, and innuendo to that 
effect," he said. 

“Arsenal have obviously 
sat down and decided that’s 
not for them. They want to 
be positive for the new sea- 


son. It's Just unfortunate for 
Bruce.*' 

Arsenal midfielder Paul 
Merson said he was 
shocked by the news. 

“It is just unbelievable. 
We’ve had some hard 
friendlies and got beat, but I 
wouldn't ba^'c thought that 
was anything to go by 
because it (the new season) 
all starts Saturday," Merson 
said. 

“We didn't hear anything. 
Four or five days before the 
start of the season I don’t 
think it's fair on the fans or 
the players." 

When asked about a suc- 
cessor, Merson added: “1 
haven't seen anyone around 
the ground. The sooner the 
better though because it’s 
never ha;)pened to us 
before. 

'•When George Graham 
was sacked it was towards 
the end of the season. Now 
there is going to be a lot of 
change. We'll just have to 
wait and see.” 


Riley accuses NBA of vendetta against Heat 


MIAMI (AP) — Pat Riley, suggesting a vendetta against 
the Miami Heat, accused National Basketball Associa- 
tion Monday of breaking its own rales in allowing Juw'an 
Howard to return to the Washington Bullets. 

“We did not forget how to add," Riley said. '*... The only 
tbli^ we miscalculated was somebody’s animus for u,s." 

Riley, speaking by conference call in his first public com- 
ments on the dispute, said the league went behind the 
Heat’s back to broker a deal with Howard, the Players* 
Union and the Bullets. 

“We were treated totaUy unfairly in this whole process," 
Riley said. “Tb^ made up the rules as th^ went along." 

NBA spokesman Chris Brienza said the league had no 
commeot on Riley’s charges. 

The coach, entering his second season as Heat president 
and coach, said NBA Commissioner David Stem broke the 
new collective bargaining agreement by allowing the Bul- 
lets a one-time exception to the salary cap to resign Howaid 
and not submitting to binding arbitration with the Hear. 

'They simply wanted Juwan to go back to Washington, 
maybe with the new arena and alL" said Riley, referring to 
the Bullets' new arena still under construction. 

The NBA said the Heat violated the salary cap because it 


did not count performance bonus in contracts to free 
agents. Riley said it didn’t have to because all the incen- 
tives had never previously been met by tiie player or the 
Heat, as the barg^iinlng agreement stipulates. 

The NBA counters that incentit'es likely to be achieved 
— such as winning 43 games — must be counted. 

But Riley says the league initially approved all the Heat’s 
contracts line by line for Howard and fellow free agents 
Alonzo Mourning, PJ. Brown and Tim Hardaway. Over 
seven years, Howard was to be paid $98 million and 
Mourning between $105 to SI 10 million. 

“Later, we get this terse telephone call." Riley said. 
“Obviously, they didn’t want to try' to talk it out." 

Neither Stem nor Howard would return Riley’s phone 
calls. Over the weekend, he discovered the Bullets were 
allowed to resign the 23-year-old forward, who averaged 
22. 1 points per game last season, for $ 1 00 million. 

“The day Juwan Howard signed the contract with tbe 
Washington Bullets was the day I hit a new low in my 30 
years in the NBA," Riley said. "I knew at the time, once he 
signed that coniract we wouldn’t get him back even if we 
won it in the Supreme Coun." 


NOW IN JORDAN 



AUTOEESTAL. 



UNLIMITED MILEAGE 
COMPETmVE RATES 
FREE LOCAL PICK-UP & DELIVERY 
CLEAN, QUALITY VEHICLES 
CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN SERVICE 
MOBILE PHONES 
□LIVETn NOTEBOOK 



SPECIAL DAILY, WEEKEND, MONTHLY, HOUDAY, AND LEASE HATES 


What Kind Of Car Do You Need Today? 

Nationwide 858874/5 

8th Ciicle.Nadi Station, 1 Zahran Street, Amman 
Franchisee of D-Save Auto Rental of America, bic. 
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SUPER 

BABY 


ESg^teea-month-old 
Strenkeit, who is 
Oi) metres tall and 
weighs 3Qi^ Idlo- 
grammesp d rinks from 
a bottle as his parents, 
Laurie and Chris 
Strenkert look on. 
Zack, friio weighed 10 
4.7 kilogrammes at 
birth, has been grow- 
h^ in eztraonOnary 
qmrts ever since 
(Renters photo) 


Gaza police arrest rights worker 


over report of suspicious death 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestioian police arrested 
the head of a human 
ri^ts group overnight 
after he implicated securi- 
ty services in the mysteri- 
ous death of a man after 
questioning by police, 
j^estinian officials said 
Tuesday. 

Mohammad' Dahman, 
director of a prisoners’ 
support group called A1 
Damir (Conscience) and a 
member of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (FI^P), was 
arrested at bis „ home 
overnight, security offi- 
cials said. 

He was later charged 
with publishing ^false and 
provocative information” 
against the Palestinian 
Nifional Adthority and 
remanded in custody 
for 48 hours, they sai^ 

Mr. Dahman’s arrest 
came just hours after A1 
Damir issued a statement 
calling for an investigation 
into death last week of 
a 24'year-old Gaza man, 


Nahid Dahlan, following 
interrogation by 

Palestinian police. 

Attorney General Khalid 
AI Kid^ conftnned that 
Dahlan bad been ques- 
tioned daily over a period 
of a week before bis body 
was found near his home 
in the village of Zweideb 
on Aug. 7. 

Mr. Kidreh said an 
autopsy found that dahlan 
had committed suicide by 
swallowing insecticide. 
'*The autopsy found no 
traces of torture or mis- 
treatment on bis body,” he 
told AFP, adding that 
Dahlan bad personal and 
financial problems. 

He would not comment 
on why police had been 
interrogating the man. , 

But in its statement on 
the incident, Al Damir 
described Dahlan’s death 
as a murder and called on 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) “to 
reveal and announce the 
murderers and take legal 
action against them.” die 


Gaza incidents came at a 
time when Palestinian 
security services are 
under increasing public 
scrutiny following charges 
of torture and other 
excesses in the Palestinian 
autonomous areas. 

Three policemen were 
given long jail terms early 
this montii after being 
charged with torturing a 
prisoner to death in a 
nablus Jail, and police 
shot and killed a man in 
the West Bank town of 
Tulkarm during a violent 
protest outside the local 
prison. 

The PNA on Tuesday 
banned a public meeting in 
Nablus c^ed by members 
of the elected Palestinian 
legislative council Jto dis- 
cuss the incidents. 

Amnesty International 
has condemned the use of 
torture in Palestinian pris- 
ons. and launched a cam- 
paign in fovour of one 
brutally tortured inmate, 
the daily Norwegian 
aftenposten quoted a 


spokesman as saying tues- 
day. The Director of 
Amnesty's Norwegian 
Branch, Jan Borgen, who 
has just returned from a 
one-week trip to the Gaza 
Strip, told aftenposten 
that the situation in prisons 
there was “worse” than be 
bad expected. 

He said he had presented 
Palestinian authorities 
with “information on 
serious abuses concerning 
half of the some 400 
(Palestinian) political pris- 
oners.” 

Mr. Borgen said seven . 
inmates bad died in 
Palestinian prisons since 
September 1993, which 
marked the beginning of 
Palestinian autonomy in 
the west bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

This week amnesty 
began campaigning for a 
31 year-old prisoner from 
the west ba^, whose Ufo 
is threatened, Borgen 
said. 

He said Nasser Joma was 
abused the same night 


another prisoner, 

Mahmud Jemayel, suc- 
cumbed to injuries after 
being tenured. 

The Aftenposten said last 
week that Joma had been 
seen by other fellow 
inmates, “lying on the 
ground, . wearing .only 
underwear, bis body 
marked with bruises and 
numerous burns.” 

‘'We call on Yasser 
Arafat to clearly distance 
himself from torture and 
to take steps so that this 
kind of abuse does not 
happen again in 
Palestinian prisons,” Mr. 
Borgen said. 

Mr. Borgen. who trav- 
elled to tile Gaza Strip 
with Liz Hodgkin, an 
Amnesty delegate in 
charge of the Middle East 
in London, was not able 
to meet with Arafat 
Amnesty ur^d countries 
contributing to the Gaza 
Strip’s development to 
put pressure on the 
Palestinian anthorities to 
respect human rights. 


Cyprus police launch 
hunt for youth’s killers 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Cyprus police are trying to 
identify and track down 
Thrics who clubbed to death a 
young Greek Cypriot during 
demcmstiatioDS on the island 
(HI Sund^, a ^vemment 
official said on Tuesday. 

“If police manage to identi- 
fy tbie suspects, tiien yes, I 
am going to instruct p(dice to 
issue arrest warrants,” 
Cypriot Att(xney-(3en^ 
Alecos Maiiddes told 
Reuters. 

Tasos Isaac, 24, was beaten 
to death by a mob.of Turks in 
'die United Nalions-cc»i- 
trcdled buffer zone' at the vil- 
lage of Dherinia, lOO kilo- 
metres southeast of the c^- 
tal I^icosia on Sundtty af^- 
noon. 

. The killing was shown live 
on CyiHUS television. 

fraac,- one of several hun- 
dred Giedc Cypriots who 
emeaced the bnfte zcHie to 
protest against Turkey’s 
occopation of the is land, fell 
into barbed mie aai was 
tc^ied as Tuddsh civilians 
descended on him with Steel 
pipes. 

'If the suspects are identi- 
fied the warrants will be 
issued in all countries 
Qypnis has multilateral or 
bilateral agreeme^ with for 
them to be extradited to face 
trial ” said Ml Maikides. 

The Cypriot government 
has said the lollers were 
members of the right-wing 
Grey Wolves militant move- 
ment Eyewitnesses said 
Turkish CfyjHiot police were 
also involved in the attack. 

More dian SO people were 
injured on both sid^ of the 
divide from the clashes, the 
most violent in two decays. 

Isaac’s funeral, at state 
expense, was held at his 
home town of Paralimni in 
the southeast of the island on 
Tuesday. 


The United Nations react- 
ed angrily the violence. 

*lt is not tile task of the 
Nnited Nations to control 
demonstrations, and its limit- 
ed resources were stretched 
to the fullest on Sunday as 
they tried to conuol the fast- 
moving disparate groois of 
demonsnators on botii sides, 
some of them armed, who 
entered the U.N. buffer zone 
simultaneously in several 
areas,” UJ4. spokeswoman 
Sylvana Foa told leporrers in 
New York. 

‘This le^nsibility 
belongs to the autiioiities on 
the isiand Needless to say, it 
would have been better to 
prevent this kind of event, 
which does mthing to fiir- 
tber efforts to find a durable 
solution to the Cypms prob- 
lem. They are very angry 
upstairs in (the YJ^.) peace- 
loping (dqiaitment) about 
this,” ^ said. 

But in Cyprus. F<»eign 
Minister Alecos Michaelides 
told Reuters the UJ>I. state- 
ment “did not i^ect the true 

facts. 

“She fails to state the 
shooting from the otiier ride, 
that (Tuikisb) demonstrators 
were not thO to demon- 
strate but to kill We have 
films showing the vicious- 
ness by which people were 
beaten whh steel bars, one of 
wlunn was brutally mur- 
dered” be said. 

Mr. Michaelides said he 
was alarmed that the United 
Nations did not mention O 
presence of members of the 
Turkish Grey Wolves mili- 
tant group in the area. 

‘That is a vital feet The 
Turkish ride invited in these 
Grey Wolves tenonsts for a 
demonstration and Sylvana 
Foa neglects this. If the U.N. 
fails to make note of this it is 
like encouraging these ter- 
rorists to return.” 


Ms. Foa said although the 
Cyprus government persuad- 
ed a Greek Cypriot motorcy- 
cle association not to bie^ 
through the ceasefire line en 
masse, as planned, “the 
Cyprus police acted slowly 
when gKnq)S of demonstra- 
tors bribed the Ul^. buffer 
zone in sevoal places at the 
same time” 

*Tbe Turkish forces, at the 
same time, allowed Tuildsb 
Cypriot civilians armed with 
sti<^ and pipes to enter a 
military zone where access is 
ixnmally restricted and to 
pass thiou^ into the UJ^. 
buffer zone, where they 
elasheri with the demonstra- 
tors,” she said. 

De^te efforts by the U.N. 
Peaedreepi]^ Force in 
Cyprus (UNFICYP)-to con- 
trol the situation, “an esti- 
mated 70 civilians were 
injured on bodi rides and one 
Greek Cypriot demonstrator 
was beaten so severely that 
be died of injuries,” Ms. Foa 
said. 

Two Irish U14. civilian 
police officers went to the 
man's aid but arrived too 
late, she said. Twelve mem- 
bers of the U.N. force were 
injured, including two Irish 
civiliaD police . officers, one 
member of the Hungarian 
contingent and nine from the 
Austrian contingent, she 
added. 

UNFICTYP was investig^- 
ing the clashes, Foa said. 

Asked bow mu^ of a set- 
back the incident was for die 
stalled CyiHus pe£^ 
process. Ms. Foa said: 
**People feel that tensions 
have been 

incieasedL..However, at the 
same time,sometimes a 
tragedy like this can bring 
people quickly to their sens- 
es, and they might just now 
take advantage of dtds to sit 
down and start these talks.” 


Lebanese parliament 
approves election law 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
parliament (md Tuesd^ 
q)proved a draft parliamen- 
tary elections law to unlace 
a law declared invalid by 
the constitutional- court, but 
(qjporitioQ deputies imme- 
diately said they would 
appeal agrinst it . 

“The law has been 
approved,” Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Beni said 
after a two-hour extraordi- 
nay sessioo of parliament 
discussing the draft law 
quickly prepared by foe 
government on Edday, a 
day after the old one was 
struck down by foe court 

The only change ordered 
by parliament to foe new 
law was adding a phrase 
that leaves the door open 
for foe Syrian-backed gov- 
ernment to change the dates 
of the five election rounds, 
which officials had said 
would begin on Sunday. 

Soziie (feputies said after 
foe ruling that they will 
Icxlge a new appeal with the 
court to have the oew law 
declared invalid, arguing it 
differed little from foe old 
law ^ keeping electoral 
divisions seen as discrimi- 
natory against opposition 
Christians. 

The old law bad stirred a 
storm of prcHest and was 
petitioned against as dis- 
criminatory by 10 
Christian and Muslim leftist 
opporitioD deputies — a 
rare challenge to foe gov- 
eimnenL 

The court had approved 
foe deputies’ petition and 
annuli^ an article in the 
old law that made an excep- 
tion of the Christian heart- 
land of Mount Lebanon by 
splitting it into six small 
fostricts. It also joined two 
South l^banon constituen- 
cies into one voting area. 

The new law passed by 
pariiamenc kept the elec- 
toral divisions noted in the 


old law but said they would 
be for “one exceptional 
time." 

Christian opposition lead- 
ers have said that these 
electoral divisions make it 
more difficult for the 
minority community to 
: elect representatives 
opposed to the presence of 
35,000 Syrian tnx>ps in 
Lebanon who give 
Damascus a major say in 
Beirut 

The Christian minority, 
most of which along wifo 
many Muslims boycotted 
p(tils in 1992 partly in 
protest at foe Syrian mili- 
•tazy presence, is deeply 
split DOW over whether to 
vote in foe new polls. 

Muslim lef^t Deputy 
Habib Sadeq told Reuters at 
least seven opposition 
dqpoties had ask^ him to 
prepare the new appeal on 
Tuesday. Any app^ to tiie 
court needs the signature of 
10 deputies. 

“This law is unconstidi- 
tional and its justifications 
for foe exceptional circum- 
stances are illogjcal,” 
Christian deputy Marwan 
Abu Faciei, another one of 
the 10 deputies who lodged 
the first told the 

house before it voted. 

“This draft does not differ 
at all from the«oId one and 
should be subject to an 
appeal against it," Beirut 
D^uty Najah Wakim, a 
leftist Christian who signed 
foe firsr appeal, said. 

Seventy deputies out of 
90 who attended the session 
voted for foe draft law. 
while 18 vote against it and 
two abstained. 

The Mount Lebanon split 
aims to assure election of 
former Druze warlord 
Waiid Junblatt. a key minis- 
ter allied to Syria and Prime 
Minister Rafik Al Hariri. 




NATO commander 
inspects Serb base 


HAN PUESAK, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (Agencies) — 
Ike North Atl^c Treaty 
Oiganisaiioa’s (NATO) 
ground forces commander 
in Bosnia Ikesd^ success- 
ftilfy canied out an inqte^ 
ti<a of a nulitaiy sife that is 
believed to be foe hdr of 
Sob army chief Rafleo 
Mladic.- 

(jeneral Michael Walker, 
nnnnmpflnied by acting 
Bosnian Serb President 
Biljaoa Plavsic and General 
Mladic’s deputy. General 
hfilan Gvero, tooied foe site 
for five hours and then told 
reporters he had had “what I 
would call a successful 
day.” 

A spokesman for foe 
NATO-led Peace 

InqdementatioQ Force 
(IFOR) in Sarajevo also said 
foe inq>ectioa ^ipeared to 
havebrena success. 

The rebel Serbs bad 
refused over foe weekend to' 
give way to a NATO 
demand for full access to 
the Han Pijesak base, allow- 
ing inspectors to visit two 
sites at the base but refbsiog 
access to a third. 

However, they backed 
down on Monday after a 
meeting at Pale between Ml 
P lavsic and several NATO 
officials inclncling Secretary 
General Javier Solana. 

It was not known where 
Gen. Mladic, incficted by foe 
infomaiional ciiininal tri- 
bunal in foe Hague on 
charges of genocide aixi 
crimes against bumanity, 
was during the time of the 
inspecti(». 

C^. Walker arrived from 
Pale, foe Serb administra- 
tive centre, in ntid-moming 
aboard a Lynx helicopter 
escorted by three helic(^ter 
gunships. 

a of NATO 
officials Gen. Walker visit- 
ed the Gma Rijeka sitefoen 
another at Lulmrica Polje. 

He qK>ke briefly before 
heading back to Sarajevo 
a^ foe iiuqpi^oiL- “Vlfe 
have agreed bow to put right 
foe areas tiiat we recog- 
nised between the RS 
(Republika Srpska) anny 
and IFOR," he said. 
were interested in makiDg 
sure that we have access to 
the site.” 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Ckiistofker mean- 


while conceded that 
Bosnian elections are 
unlikely to meet noithexn 
European standards, wifo 
particular concern over the 
ptevemioD of refuses vot- 
ing in their home towns. 

But Me Cbristopher, 
embarking (xi a week of 
Balkan diplomacy, said it 
was essential to hold foe 
Sept. 14 vote and he would 
sp^ the next month dying 
to ensure that it met foe 
highest possible standards 
“under foe cinmmstanoes.” 
Odsttmber flew to 
Brussels cm Monday for 
meetings cm Tuesday wifo 
NATO leaders. On 
Wsdnesday be will meet the 
isesideots of Bosnia, Serbia 
and Croatia in Geneva, and 
<m Thursday be will pay a 
short visit to Bosnia itself. 

Speaking to rq>orteis 
aboard Us plane from 
'Washingtem, Mr. 

Christopher 'Alined to say 
'wbetber the elections would 
be free and f^ as laid down 
in last November’s Day^ 
peace agreement wUch 
ended mote than three years 
of war in Bositia. 

But he said: T think it’s 
essential the elections go 
forward" in order to create 
institutiems for foe new two- 
part Bosnian stale agreed at 
Dayton, consisting of a 
Musliro-CTroat federation 
and a Serb “republic." 

“We have got just about a 
month ahead in wUch more 
work can be done so that the 
elections can reach the high- 
est standards possible under 
those circumstances,” be 
saicL 

“No one has thought that 
the elections would be per- 
fect, or that they can be 
judged the standa^ of. say, 
northem Eurc^ 

1 think the elections will 
be a very strong unifying 
factor within the country." 

Ml Christopher said the 
background of war and eth- 
nic hatreds in Bosnia made 
it unlikely the elections 
would meet the standards of 
countries wifo long-stand- 
ing democracies. 

“The confidence that peo- 
ple have to return to foe 
areas from which they came 
is a place where we proba- 
bly won’t achieve the level 
of perfection that we'd like 
to achieve,” be said 


U.S. intelligence was 
unprepared for Saudi 
bombing — report 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
U.S. intelligence operations 
were unprepared to deal 
with the tlreat posed to 
Americans serving in Saudi 
Aialna, where a truck bomb 
killed U.S. airmen on June 
25, a coogressiooal report 
says. 

The bombing exposed 
"the shetneomings of a U.S. 
intelligence appa r at u s thk 
left Americans u npre p are d 
for foe threat that content- 
ed them," said a draft rqmrt 
by tire staff of the House of 
Repr^ntaives National 
Se^ty Committee. It was 
obtained by die publicatum 
White House weekly and 
published in its Monday 
edition. 

“The ability to acquire 
and process accurate and 
timely intelligence is criti- 
cal to the successful execu- 
tion of any military mis- 
sion,” the (haft said 

Hie report did not detail 
where foe communication 
process broke down. 

But it was critical of the 
90-day rotations of 
American personnel, saying 
that hurt the ability to estab- 
lish oogoii^ stable rela- 
tionships wifo Saudi securi- 
ty offtcials. 

“Because the various sen- 
sibilities of the host nation 
often con^licate foe mis- 
sion of U.S. forces, some of 
these o^anisational short- 
comings are a Rowing hall- 
mark of ‘temporary' or 
‘contingency’ missions that 
in reality become long- 
term,” tbe draft said. 

Pentagon spokesman 
Kenneth Bacon, in a state- 
ment to White House week- 
ly, detailed efibrts to 
improve security both 
before and after tbe bomb- 


ing of tbe U.S. military 
hftiising complex in 

Dhabtan. 

Mr. Bacon said senior 
officers’ tours of duty were 
lengthened befexe the 

boding. Since then, he 
noted, operations have bera 
moved to more secure loca- 
tions in Saudi Arabia. 

An Israeli official said 
American intelligeDce ser- 
vices believe that Iranian- 
backed Lebanese guerrillas 
may have been involved in 
the June bombing of a U.S. 
bairadcs in Saudi Arabia 
that left 19 airmen 

‘'We have ioformatiori 
confirming that American 
agencies believe that 
Hizbollah was involved” in 
tbe attack in Dhahran, said 
a senicH' official in foe prime 
ntinister’s office,- speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

Tbe ofiicia] added that 
Israeli intelligence “do not 
yet have any det^ of who 
was involved in the bomb- 
ing.” 

U.S. Defense Secretary 
W^'am Perry hinted eariier 
this month that Iran may be 
behind the terrorist strike 
and warned tbe U.S. would 
take "strong action” 
against any nation linked to 
foe bombing. 

Hizbollah, which is 
financed and controlled by 
Iran, has been w^ing a 
guerrilla war against Israeli 
troops in South Lebanon for 
over a decade. 

The Maariv daily quoted 
Israeli . sources sa saying 
chances for an American 
strike against Iran in com- 
ing months would be high if 
an official announcement 
was made blaming 
Hizbollah. 



Andrew, Fergie 
spend vacation 
together 


LONDON (AFP) — Prince 
Andrew a^ fbnnex 
wife Sarah Ferguson are 
g ppnding foeir holidays 
together at a chateau near 
Orleans, in central France, 
the British press reported 
Monday. The couple, wbo 
were officially divorced in 
June, flew to France by 
helicopter wifo thdr two 0 
daughters, Princess Beat- 
rice, 8, and Princess Euge- 
nie, 6, newspapers quoted 
friends of tbe royal pair as 
saying, ftince Andrew, 
Queen Elizabeth II's sec- 
ond son, and “Fergie,” as 
the Duchess of York is 
known, have remained 
go^ friends de^jte sever- 
al years spent living apart 
Last year the two spent 
several days toj^tber on . 
holiday in Spain. Recently 
they co-hosted a pa^ te 
Beatri(te's eighth birthday 
at Prince -Andrew’s Berk- 
shiie home in Sunninghill 
Park, in southeastern 
BritaiiL 


Magazine apolo- 
gises to Tom 
Cruise 


BONN (R) — A German " 
magazine has apologised to 
HoUyw(X}d heart throb 
Tom Cruise for an article it 
published that wrongly 
reported foe 34-year-old 
sex symbol was unable to 
have children berrause his 
sperm count was too low. 
“Bunte has been informed 
that Tom Cruise is not 
infertile and that his sperm 
count is completely nor- 
mal. Bunte has no reason to 
believe anyt^g else,” the 
Buida Publishing House 
said in a statement issued 
late Monday night “Bunte 
^iog^s to Tbm Cruise 
and his femily for this 
embarrassing and kritating . 
incident” it said, adding 
that the journalist who coo- 
(iucted foe interview would 
never work for the maga- 
zioe again. Ouise filed a 
$60 million defamation 
lawsuit in Los Angeles this 
month over the article. 
Bunte acknowledged that ^/j 
“a significant portion” ' ' 
the article misquoted tibe 
star actor, demise, now star- 
ring in tbe blo(itbusttr 
movie Mission Inqtossible, 
is married to actress l^cole 
Kidman, who starred in 
Batman Forever md To 
Die For. The couple have 
two adopted children, Con- 
nor, 18 months, and Isa- 
bella, 3. Cruise rose to star- 
(iom in the 1983 movie 
Risky Business. ICs first 
blocfouster movie was Top 
Gun in 1986 in which hie 
played a devil-may-care 
fighter pilot He was nomi- 
naied for an Oscar for his 
work as a Vietnam veteran 
in the 1989 film Bom On 
The Fonrfo Of July. 


French climber 
sets record in 
Himalayas 
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GRENOBLE, Hance (R) 

— - French mountaineer 
Jean-Christopbe T afaille 
has set a world record by 
climbing two Himalayan ^ 
peaks more than 8,(XX)^' 
metres high (26,240 feet) 
in less than four days, his 
a^Dt said Tuesday. Ml 
L afeille, 31, Ga- 

sbeibrum n, 8.035 metres 
(26,355 feet) high, then 
Gasheibnim I, 8,068 me- 
tres (26,463 feet), in tbe 
BalUHo region of Pakistan 
on July 28-31, agent Ca- 
therine Giiy Devanx 
“No one h^ ever climb ed 
^0 su(fo summits in a row 
in su(fo a short time, alone 
and without coming back 
to the base camp ," she said. 

In 1984. l^inbold Messner 
and Hans Kanunerland 
took seven days to cover 
foe same route. Mr. t afiniie 
reached foe top of Gasber- 
brum n “by the normal 
route and oaly 11 bouts 
and 20 minutes after he had 
left foe advanced base . 
camp situated at a height of ■■ 
5,900 metres (!9i352 
1^0,” Giiy Devaox said- 
The next ^y, he cliinbed 
foe northwest slope of Ga- 
sherbrum 1 . 
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